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Tragedy across the Mediterranean
[bookmark: _GoBack]When putting into considerations the work of Sophocles “Oedipus Tyrannus” and the Shahnameh’s work “The Tale of Sohrab”, each story contains two men who take opposite tragic ways. The parallel tragic journeys outline the dangers of absences of parenting that result in the death in each story. Dad and Son, Rostam and Sohrab of Shahnameh as well as King Laius and Oedipus of Oedipus have fungible characteristics which sometimes make them interchangeable. However, their actions have consequences, they share the same messages, and each of their fates is different. There are more clear similarities beyond the apparent son-father battles and conflicts within both the tales which the four major characters mirror the images of each other. Each person is willingly and willfully blind to their impulsive and hubris actions consequences that lead each of them to their death or downfall. First is the blind hubris act by Rostam, Sohrab, Oedipus, and King Laius. King Laius is the least obvious in this comparison. Already dead in Oedipus the King, however, it is the actions of blind hubris that resulted in his death. It is also the hubris behind actions that catalyst the tragic journey of Oedipus. King Laius meets Oedipus as he travels to see the Oracle of Delphi. King Laius meeting Oedipus is where fate wins. Prince Oedipus and King Laius at the crossroads are both individuals filled with hubris. They both refuse to submit to each other. Laius takes physical actions against Oedipus when he refuses to bow. For both Oedipus and Rostam, their stature and power are from the consequences of their hubris actions. Sohrab engaged in battles and conflicts with his own father, Rostam in the Story of Sohrab without the knowledge of his facts. Rostam ends up killing his own son in the battle. Rostam was filled with so much suffering that he could not bear his big crown and title as the Mighty Rostam when he established what he had done to his son. Subsequently, he burned down all his possessions which were linked with his the title of being a mighty warrior, conquests, and rewards. 
One of the very notable similarities in both Oedipus Tyrannous as well as Tale of Sohrab is the fact that the protagonists are mighty and renowned popular heroes of that period. Another similarity realized in both the Oedipus Tyrannous as well as Tale of Sohrab is the fact that both the protagonists in the tale unknowingly murdered their own valued members of the family. Mighty Rostam unknowingly killed his own son and also Oedipus killed his dad. Another notable similarity in both the two tales is that the protagonists in the two narratives end up in tragedy and agony. The major differences in both the tales are that they occurred in different cultures and settings. While Oedipus married his own mum, Sohrab never married his own mother. Another difference is that Rostam murdered his son while Oedipus killed his dad. Nevertheless, as is realized from the points explained above, both tales are more similar than they are different. 
The theme of fate is found in both the two narratives Oedipus Tyrannous as well as Tale of Sohrab. The major characters in both the narratives of Rostam and Sohrab of Shahnameh as well as King Laius and Oedipus of Oedipus are mighty and renowned famous heroes. A central conflict developed between Sohrab and Oedipus as the two unknowingly get in conflict against their dads where the fate was death. Oedipus killed his father and his dad’s death became the changing point of his life and later turned out to be his downfall. Sohrab’s death was the downfall to father. It was the turmoil his dad received. The grief of Rostam became overwhelming. “Rostam laid him low, but, knowing that the youth would not lie there for long, he quickly drew his dagger and plunged it into the lionhearted hero’s chest” (Shahnameh 5.7). In both tales, the battles that came out in both narratives were the main characters’ downfalls. “The Tale of Sohrab” and “Oedipus Tyrannus” literature share similarities of central and themes that result in their world’s destruction. Even though such damages and destructions occurred, I trust it was learned lessons for Rostam and Oedipus, who survived to wholeheartedly live. 
Conclusion 
The "Oedipus Tyrannus" and the "Tale of Sohrab" are some of most epics literature of the pieces of kings published by Sophocles and Ferdowsi respectively. Sohrab is exposed as a war hero illegitimate son called Rostam. Sohrab with time grew to be one of the respected war heroes of his time. These are great tales that would forever continue to be passed down from one generation to another. The stories have the capacity of taking an individual to another place; bring powerful feelings and different eras to the readers. 
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