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Class differences in Anton's Gooseberries
The short story, Gooseberries by Anton Chekhov is a literal masterpiece that examines the social construct of class differences. The author makes masterful use of stylistic devices, including symbolism, to bring to the readers' attention this social issue. The story centers around two brothers, Ivan and Nikolai. Ivan assumes the narrator's position, telling of his brother's struggle to achieve personal contentment and his lifelong dream of becoming a wealthy landowner with vast lands and authority over the ordinary people. Gooseberries depict the differences between the social classes that existed in the author's time and today. The author's vivid description of the characters, the use of a story within a story, symbolism, and the setting demonstrate the differences in mannerism, beliefs, and mannerisms of people living in different social classes. 
Anton uses "a story within a story" to bring the readers' attention to the class differences in the society of that time. In the first part of the story, the author introduces three of the story's main characters, Ivan, Burkin, and Alyokhin. Ivan and Burkin have been caught in the rain and dash to seek shelter at their friend Alyokhin's estate. Here, the author presents two contrasting scenarios that bring out class differences in the story. At one end, we see peasants out in the cold rain. Anton writes: "…peasants went around with sacks on their heads" (Anton).
On the other hand, we see the three friends getting going for a hot swim, changing clothes, and being served by a maid in Alyokhin's house. The three men then sit down by the fire, idling as Ivan tells his story. In this instance, the author effectively contrasts the plight of the peasants and the upper-class citizens hence building on the critical theme of social class in society.
As Anton switches to the first person, Ivan, to tell the second part of the story, he brings out the social issue of class differences. The reader is introduced to Ivan's brother, Nikolai, who represents a typical classist upper-class landowner. Through Ivan's tale of his brother's biggest desire, we get a glimpse into what the upper-class people hold dear. Ivan says: "…dreamed of how he would eat his shchi…sleep in the sun…gazing at the fields and the woods." (Anton) We see what the rich people idealize as the perfect happiness; living lazily, avoiding hard labor, and eating all day. Nikolai is indifferent to the plight of other people in society. In his dream of perfect happiness, he doesn't think about doing good for any person. Ideally, Nikolai's perspective represents how noble people of Anton's time lived, totally oblivious to the plight and suffering of poor people.
Nikolai's struggle to become a wealthy landowner illustrates the great effort peasants are willing to join the class of the wealthy landowners. Nikolai is a social climber, a born peasant who goes over and beyond his abilities to live the life he never had growing up. Ivan notes that he and Nikolai grew up in the countryside, living as peasants do. Even though their father left them a small estate, it was lost paying debts. When Nikolai lands a government job, he lives like a beggar, saving up every penny he earned to realize his dreams. Through Nikolai, we get a clear depiction of the financial traits of people in different social classes. Lower-class people do whatever they have to as they strive to climb the social ladder. To further bring this observation to light, Ivan further explains, "…he married an ugly old widow for who he felt nothing, only because she had little money" (Anton). By telling Nikolai's struggles, the author makes the financial traits and habits of people in the two social classes: the peasants desire the rich people's lives. They are willing to take any necessary shortcut to live the life of the rich. On the other end, the rich live lavishly, choosing to lazy around, unconcerned about their financial habits.
The author uses the characters to bring out the differences in personality and ideas between people of the two social classes. As the story turns, we meet Nikolai, who has achieved his lifetime dream of being a rich landlord. Nikolai gives us a perfect contrast between people in different social classes. While he was poor, Nikolai was timid and soft-spoken. When he gains wealth, he becomes boisterous, arrogant, fat, outspoken, and lazy. Ivan says: "Nikolai, who, while in the government office, was afraid to have his view…now uttered nothing but truths". Nikolai's change of attitude begs the question; are peasants held back from expressing their true selves by poverty? And, are people in these different social classes similar in what they hold dear? 
The author's clear description of the attitude of the rich and the poor emphasizes how people in one social class see those in the other. The rich view the poor as expendable, low level, and easily influences. Nikolai says that he could drag a peasant by the head one day and give his fellow peasants half buckets of beer, and they would prostrate at his feet, calling him lord. The poor allow the rich to maltreat them while they remain loyal and obedient to these rich people. Nikolai says: "I know these people and how to handle them…I have only to move a finger, and the people do whatever I want." Peasants have accepted the way the rich maltreat them as an acceptable way of life.
The author's use of symbols in Gooseberries also emphasizes how the rich and the poor react to their problems. The bitter gooseberries Ivan tearfully relishes are a representation of the rich man's false sense of utopia. The rich seem to ignore their concerns and those of others, pretending everything is as it should be. On the other hand, the symbolic hammer tapping at every happy person's house represents how poor people react to their problems: by acknowledging and working towards solving them.
In conclusion, Gooseberries is a thoughtful examination of the social issues of classes and their differences. Through skillful storytelling and first-person narration, the author brings out the differences between the poor and rich. It is evident that class influences how people treat others, idealize happiness, and react to problems and challenges, without a doubt. Gooseberries are an excellent literature work that will be worth any reader's time and effort.
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