Running head: TREE OF KNOWLEDGE                       	1

TREE OF KNOWLEDGE		5








Tree of Knowledge
Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation 







Tree of Knowledge
The article, The Tree of Knowledge is Not an Apple or an Oak but a Banyan, written by philosopher Jonardon Ganeri tries to expound about the grounds on which knowledge should be based. According to Ganeri, knowledge should not be like a tree that has one tap root from which other roots, stem and branches emerge, rather, it should be like the banyan tree which, contains multiple aerial roots and thus sustaining a center-less organic system. His article tries to exemplify the openness of knowledge seekers and condemning the people who think that one cannot be termed knowledgeable unless they are geniuses in certain fields, for instance, science (Wollstonecraft, 2019). Ganeri argues that relying on general normative propositions, which specify the conditions under which a belief is justified, would divide knowledge into multiple trees that are isolated from one another, instead of having one single definition of knowledge, with multiple branches, just like the banyan tree.
However, Ganeri’s philosophy is not easily understood as he tries to describe the manner in which we view knowledge with the center-less system of a banyan tree. The article gives an example of a wrong way to interrogate reality stated by the collection of epistemic principles as illustrated by Paul Boghossian- the general normative propositions. Ganeri contrasts the basis of modern science which are observation and testing, with the pre-modern societies whose basis was divination and witchcraft (Clemens, 2020). Out of this contrast, he argues that, though the two basis of knowledge are justified and correct, they tend to bring out knowledge in numerous independent definitions. How this becomes different to the multiplicity of definitions of knowledge as portrayed by the image of the banyan tree is difficult to comprehend.
Another unclear part in this article is about the nayas which means epistemic standpoints or stances and epistemic principles. According to Ganeri, both the nayas and the epistemic principles are significant constituents of an epistemic system. A naya is an approach to the problem of generating knowledge and not a proposition on sources of justification (Clemens, 2020). Ganeri gives examples of policies including attending to what is present in experience, enumerating everything encountered without making any categorical distinction, attending to stasis rather than flux or underlying interconnections instead of essential attributes (Wollstonecraft, 2019). It is quite difficult to comprehend what these policies are and how they are connected to the nayas and, from a broader viewpoint, the generation of knowledge. 
Nevertheless, the consideration of the philosophical point depicted by this article is inevitable. A question would arise to invoke critical thinking in matters pertaining knowledge: is the picture of knowledge as a banyan tree encouraging an epistemic ideal? The idea that all the valuable sources of knowledge are contained around a single epistemic organism is not just interesting but thought-provoking. The practitioners of some branches of knowledge like philosophy, literature and linguistics, sociology and other principles that are thought to be minor always struggle to fit in among scientific disciplines (Clemens, 2020). Would they manage to come out and feel the sense of belonging in the wide epistemic system, if the system was to be re-structured to become one single and center-less epistemic system? The most important question would be; is it true that the foundation of knowledge is built on some departments dominating in the system than others?
Ganeri’s philosophy might have been an eye opener or perhaps a reminder that the generation of knowledge has been focused on some fields for way too long, forgetting other departments that play major roles in shaping the direction of learning (Wollstonecraft, 2019). Scientific departments in the epistemic system seem to prevail over others hence having a society that is scientifically driven but one that cares less about other sources of knowledge. It wouldn’t be a wonder that the society we are living in forgets the basic principles in its language of communication.


References
Wollstonecraft, M. (2019). How Do Epistemic Principles Guide?. Knowing Our Limits, 61.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Clemens, I. (2020). Decolonizing Knowledge. Starting Points, Consequences and Challenges. Foro de Educación, 18(1), 11-25.

