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Tundra
1. Describe the different types of tundra
Tundra is a flat and vast landscape with no trees and has cold and low temperatures. There are two types of tundra: alpine and arctic tundra. Alpine tundra is located in regions of high altitude where trees cannot grow. The region is characterized by low temperatures and well-drained soil. The plants that are found in alpine tundra include grasses, heaths and shrubs. Like any other vegetation, alpine tundra supports the lives of other animals such as mountainous goats, sheep and butterflies. Arctic tundra is located along the northern hemisphere with cold and desert-like conditions. Arctic tundra supports life due to its summer temperature. The soil is formed slowly and has a subsoil layer. Plants that are found within the region include shrubs, flowers and lichen. The animals found in arctic tundra are wolves, hares and falcons (Angers-Blondin, et al., 2018).
2. Identify the main characteristics of the tundra
The main features of the tundra region are:
 -The region has an extremely cold climate 
	-The biotic diversity is low
	-The energy and nutrient exist in the form of dead organic matter
	- Poor drainage (Virtanen, et al., 2016)
3. What are the main characteristics of the fauna of tundra
Fauna is the animals of a particular region. The characteristics of animals that are found in tundra regions are;
		-The animals have fat insulations to regulate temperature
		-Due to insufficient food, the animals do hibernate during winter seasons
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Where is the tundra located?
Tundra regions are located in the southern and northern hemispheres between the taiga and poles that are covered with ice.
5. Conduct research on one mammal that lives on the tundra and prepares a short essay on your mammal
Many mammals live in tundra regions. The most common mammals are mountainous goats that live within the alpine tundra. To survive in such regions, mountainous goats need to have unique adaptations that would ensure their survival. The adaptation of mountainous goats to survival in tundra regions are;
First, they have short legs and ears which maximize their exposure to climatic conditions of the tundra. Secondly, the mountainous goats feed on vegetation which is most common in the tundra. When vegetation is scarce, they migrate to other regions where they can find food. Furthermore, to escape from predators, mountainous goats run faster. Furthermore, mountainous goats hibernate to save energy. Finally, they have more fat and fur which helps in keeping them warm thus maintain the body temperatures.
To ensure that the population of mountainous goats is constant, the animals do reproduce at a faster rate. The young ones are well taken care of by the females, despite walking and feeding in groups with the male ones. During resting periods, the mountainous goats do converge together as to form of security against predators like polar bears.
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