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Tuscaloosa-Birmingham Tornado of 2011
The Tornado that occurred in 2011 in Tuscaloosa, Birmingham was one of the most devastating natural disasters that the Alabama State has ever experienced. It happened during the evening of Wednesday of April 27, 2011. It is estimated that the tornado reached a width of about 1.5 miles as it crossed the Tuscaloosa city. According to Francis et al. (2011), during that evening, thunderstorms, severe winds, and tornado started from the South of Tuscaloosa, which resulted in the death of dozens of people in about four states that surrounded Alabama. In the past two decades, this was the third tornado striking the city of Tuscaloosa, but this was quite huge and left significant marks on the effects it brought on the city and its neighborhood. 
As the tornado entered the Southern area of Tuscaloosa County, it destroyed most of the things on its way. Some of the significant key destructions it left were the destruction of the cell phone tower on the South as well other warehouses in the industrial area that were severely destroyed by the wind as it spread across the area. As Francis et al. (2011) report, the police department headquarters that was located about a half a mile from the South of the city was not spared either. As a result, it forced the police to evaluate the station as well as those who lived around the area. The tornado went further to rip the neighborhoods of Rosedale and Forest Lake areas. Several houses in the area were swept away and many others left completely destroyed. 

At the intersection of 15th Street and McFarland Boulevard, the tornado left more destruction to the businesses and restaurants that were established in the area. The high-end EF4 tornado flattened almost every building in the area near the University Mall and other buildings that were situated near the Cedar Crest subdivision. By the time the tornado was reaching the Northeast side of Birmingham, it already left a trail of destruction of about 80 miles behind. The three main counties that were affected include Tuscaloosa, Jefferson, and Greene counties. 

The impacts to the community were severe and the damage was extensive. For example, about 64 people were reported dead after the tornado in the affected counties. In my city, Tuscaloosa, more than 100 people were left with severe injuries and hundreds of others left homeless after their homes were swept away or completely flattened by the tornado. It is also estimated that property worth more than $2 billion was lost in the process. Also, the county healthcare facilities were congested with the high population of the injured. After the power lines and electricity substations were destroyed, the Tuscaloosa city hospital was forced to run on emergency generators. As Nies and McEwen (2019), the nurses’ role in promoting community health include protecting all human life and ensuring that the vulnerable and diverse groups have the basic needs. This was the case in Tuscaloosa hospital after the incident, the nurses admitted more than the hospital’s capacity because it was their responsibility to save all lives. 
After the incident both the government and the public learned significant lessons from the tornado; this resulted in significant changes in the disaster and response system in the city and its neighborhood. One vital lesson learned from the incident is the need for ongoing crisis communication to help in crisis management as well as response strategies. Since then, the Alabama Emergency Management Agency has improved its information management and encouraged the sharing of crucial information within the crisis management departments in the county. The 2011 tornado caught no one by surprise because the community of meteorologists gave the announcement about the weather warnings, but due to lack of sharing information, the news did not get to the public at the right time. Furthermore, the government has also improved its weather technology in an effort to prevent the casualties in future.
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