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Presidential Powers in the U.S.
The executive powers of the United States' president are outlined in Article Two of the country's constitution. The Article provides the president with powers to make treaties with the consent of two-thirds of Congressional Senators, appoint Public ministers, ambassadors, and consulates (Exploring Constitution, 2019). Further, the constitution grants her or him the powers to nominate and appoint Supreme Court Judges with the approval of the Senate (Exploring Constitution, 2019). Article Two also provides the president with an avenue to make various executive orders to help him or her execute Federal responsibilities. However, the constitution provides checks and balances to prevent the president from misusing his or her powers as provided in the Article. 
Even though the president has the powers through Article to appoint anyone, with the approval of Congress in some cases, he or she does not enjoy the express authority to fire them at will. Article Two of the constitution outlines various offices that require presidential appointments to fill the vacancies. In most cases, these positions directly fall under the executive branch of government. However, other positions like nominating and appointing Supreme Court Judges fall under the Judiciary. Nonetheless, the law provides criteria for firing these officeholders despite being direct appointees of the President.
The history of presidential powers to fire the cabinet secretaries, special prosecutors, and other appointees date back to the country’s First Congress in 1789 when James Madison, a member of the House then, argued that barring the president from firing his or her executive members rendered him impotent (Louis, 2015).  The “Decision 1789” has since been revisited several times by both the Congress and Federal Courts. One of the most recent cases on presidential powers to fire came before the constitutional courts in 1986 in the case Bowsher v. Synar (Nat, 2016). The court ruled that Congress did not have express authority to create an administrative agency to conduct execute executive powers like removals from the office. In essence, the ruling granted president some executive powers to remove his appointees from the office. However, the District Court decision in the case Nader v. Bork (1973) restricted the president’s power to remove special prosecutors. In the ruling, the court argued President Richard Nixon violated the Congressional regulations that created the office. 
Based on the previous rulings on presidential power to fire state officers, the president does not have express authority to remove some of his officers. For example, the District Court ruling on the Nader v. Bork (1973) limited the removal of special attorneys to the regulations set by the office. Similarly, the removal of several officeholders including commissioners in various commissions is restricted to the regulations that created the offices. The president cannot fire them for any other reason other than that provided in the various Acts. For instance, the removal of members of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is restricted to "inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office." On the other hand, the president has constitutional powers to remove all the “purely executive officers.” The Supreme Court affirmed the powers in the case Humphrey's Executor v. the United States (1935). In this context, the “purely executive officers” might include members of the cabinets and White House staffs directly under his or her command. 
Also, Article Two of the constitution provides the president with powers to pardon convicted criminals in the country. Unlike other instances where the constitution provides check and balances, the law appears silent when it comes to executive power to pardon. The constitution provides the president with "Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment” (National Archives, 2018). The only existing checks on pardon power is the ability of Congress to remove the president if the pardon is "treasonous wrongdoing” (National Archives, 2018). The weak limitation is designed to deter the president from misusing his or her powers while pardoning the victims. The president, thus, needs to be guided by his or her conscious, history of cases, and public opinions among others while exercising his or her powers to pardon.  
As currently constituted, the law provides the president with the freedom to pardon, reprieve, commute or give amnesty to all the criminals other than cases related to "treasonous wrongdoing" (National Archives, 2018). The pardon power is perhaps the broadest with minimal checks of all the powers and privileges granted to the president. It puts the determination of cases that deserve pardon squarely at the president’s discretion with little or no repercussions. The president thus practices this authority in various ways including reprieve where he or she postpones the sentence to the offender. Generally, the constitution puts the choice of pardon at the president’s discretion with minimal restrictions. However, he or she has a moral obligation to exercise the authority with restraint and the best interest of the nation.
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