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National Service in the UAE
Introduction
National service in many countries is either voluntary or compulsory government service that is usually military service.  Government implements national service where most young people at the age of 18 usually spend one or more years in national service programs, especially for mandatory ones. Most of the conscripting countries that have adopted national service only enroll men, but they recruit both males and females in some countries. The national service in the United Arab Emirates is mandatory for all Emirati males aged between 18 and 30 years and optional for women who are trained for nine months, while the duration for men is sixteen months (Lim, 2018). The national service in UAE was established by the law to reinforce the defense capabilities of the UAE and also increase the military reserve. Governments in the neighboring countries of UAE have also implemented the national service. They have had difficulties, but the national service in the United Arab Emirates has had a huge positive impact on armed forces in reinforcing its capabilities, society, and the nation. In light of National Service in the UAE, this paper will discuss the history of national services in Egypt, Jordan, and UAE, the rules of National Service in the UAE, the impact of national service generally on armed forces, the society, and the nation. 
History of National services
National service, which is usually military service that is voluntary or compulsory, originated from the United Kingdom's National service Act 1939 (Lim, 2018).  Notably, after the Second World War, young men of Britain were called upon to meet new challenges in a rapidly changing world. Therefore a standard form of peacetime conscription known as National service was established in 1947, where all able-bodied men at the age of 13 and 30 were required to attend mandatory military training. Most young British men saw the national service present them with new experiences and opportunities. The recruited men were supposed to serve for up to 18 months. However, around 1950, during the Korean War, serving increased to two years. At the age of 18, many young people were required to enroll in the National service programs, a compulsory military service. Only men were conscripted in most countries that adopted National service; however, some countries were exemptions where both men and women were recruited in such programs. On the other hand, for voluntary national service, the period of training required lasted up to 3 months of basic military training. The national service had some official exemptions for some members, including clergymen, the mentally ill, the blind, and men in overseas government positions. However, unofficially black and Asian British men at that time were not conscripted in the national service (Lim, 2018). 
National service in Egypt
In Egypt, national service is usually some form of compulsory military service. National service, which is known as conscription in Egypt, is mandatory training for males aged 19 and 34 (Mostafa, 2017). However, those who attain age 34 without attending the training are no longer conscripted because they are viewed unfit for the service. Notably, national service has been there in Egypt since the 1840s, but the current national service is carried out following the National conscription law of 1948. The law has had various amendments. Arguably depending on the educational and cultural background of the individual's joining the National service in Egypt, the service obligation is usually between 12 and 36 months. Then it is followed by a nine-year reserve obligation. For students, until they complete studies and turn twenty-five years, their service remains postponed. Men who are enlisted in the national service are placed in various arms and branches of the Egyptian Army, the Navy, and the Egyptian air defense forces, while a few are recruited in the base staff in the air force. However, for men who do not fit in the various categories in the arms and branches, they proceed to undertake their service obligation in the central security forces for 36 months. Exemptions in national service in Egypt are made on medical grounds. Previously for individuals who were only sons, they were exempted, but in 2017 the law was changed for males with or without a male sibling.  Also, for graduates from colleges after the training period, they are allowed to remain in their career, but in other conscripts, they are positioned in special ranks. 
National Service in Jordan
National service in Jordan rolled out for men aged between 25 and 29 years. Notably, all men over the age of 18 were required to serve for 24 months in the military under the conscription law of 1976 (Jordan Times 2020).Women are not conscripted, but they can volunteer in non-combat military positions.  However, the law which made joining the national service compulsory was amended several times but suspended in 1991. After that, Jordan relied on voluntary recruitment to meet the security needs. Notably, recently through the ministry of labor Jordan reintroduced compulsory military service.  The move is aimed at reinforcing the national identity of Jordan and also creates a culture of discipline. The national service will also provide a platform for learning new skills, which will equip young people to enter the workforce. Notably, under the new national service program, men will be required to serve for one year, wherein that period three months will be dedicated to military training. In contrast, the rest of the nine months will be channeled towards technical and professional training in the private sector. 
National Service in UAE
The United Arab Emirates' national service is mandatory for all Emirati males aged between 18 and 30 years for sixteen months for men. Initially, the service duration was nine months later, increased to 12 months, and currently, it was extended to sixteen months. The law to establish national service was approved by the Federal National Council and subsequently became law in 2014 (Lim, 2018). There are three criteria for individuals to register with the national service, being aged 18 and 30 years, being medically fit and obtaining approval from the National and Reserve Service Committee to serve.  National service is optional for women who are trained for nine months. Emirati men who have completed college serve for nine months, while dropouts will have to serve for two years. For Emirati men who attain the age of 17 and have completed secondary school after their parents' approval, they can join the national service. Besides, for working Emirati while serving in the national service, time will be added to the pension benefits and end of service, but that does not mean exemption (Duncan, 2018).On the other hand, it is optional for women to join the national service, and once recruited voluntarily, they serve for nine months without considering their level of education. However, students who score 90 percent in their secondary level are delayed to join the national service until they get a higher degree. Notably, the national service in UAE is completed in various departments and ministries, including the ministry of defense, the UAE armed forces, the state security service, and other institutions. 
The Rules of National Service in UAE
Notably, the national service for Emirati men is compulsory, and those who complete the service are accorded several benefits, including priority in government jobs, private business housing plots, scholarship, and marriage grants. For men who fail to enlist themselves with the national service without valid reasons of exemptions or fail to reenlist before they hit 29 years, they may serve a jail term ranging from one month and 12 months or a fine ranging from 10,000 50,000 or both (Alomosh & Alameeri, 2020). Alternatively, such men will have to enlist in the mandatory military service even if their age limit exceed. 30 years. However, for men who fail to enroll in the national service, either in military service or reserve service, they can face a jail term of 10 years as established by the law. On the other hand, for citizens who are found conspiring to avoid military and reserve service, if found guilty, the Federal National Council proposes that they should face a jail penalty of fifteen years. Also, executive rules are offered and terms for exemption from military exemptions with valid reasons that spell out alternative services and security training services. However, there are several exemptions from military service for medically unfit citizens and males without siblings. Also, there are temporary exemptions for males taking care of a disabled sibling or sustaining their parents and citizens serving a jail term. However, once the temporary exemption reasons are complete, the individuals must report to the authorities and enlist themselves in the military service (Duncan, 2018).
Reasons for Start of National Services in UAE
The national services in UAE, also known as conscription, were established by the law to beef up the defense competencies and increase the United Arab Emirates forces and the military reserve force. The reason for starting compulsory national service for males under the law aimed at instilling the ideals of loyalty and sacrifice in the hearts of UAE citizens (Alomosh & Alameeri, 2020).Notably the National services in UAE include military service training and additional security training. The training carried out stresses it is a sacred duty of the trainees to protect the nation and preserve the independence and sovereignty of the UAE. Therefore UAE has increasingly turned into conscription to instill the spirit of sacrifice and instill national identity. Besides, in a bid to alleviate the country from hindrances that threaten their peace and success, and location, the national service started in a bid to protect UAE. Also, to make sure more nationals of UAE get into the jobs in the public and private sector, including the military, the national service was started. Also, foreign workers have outnumbered Emirati citizens. Arguably to curb the rapid number of fights and assaults among those aged between 18 and 30, the National service was established to accommodate young Emiratis (Ardemangi, 2018). 
Start of National Service in UAE
The bill supporting National service in UAE was approved in 2014, and subsequently, it gave every citizen a mandate to complete mandatory training with a range of benefits. Arguably civil-military relations became a turning point for UAE. Contrary to the traditional practice of separating the military from a citizen, the country passed a law to use national service to enhance national identities. Also, with UAE approving their national service to maintain its security, they have helped support other national policies (Alomosh & Alameeri, 2020). 
People's Reaction towards National Service in UAE
The introduction of National service in the UAE was met with belief, and the people of UAE have welcomed the requirement. The reaffirming to commit to helping harness the full potential of Emirati youth and subsequently provide a better future by offering them training was met with great faith. The national service would help enhance the ability of the country to maintain and defend its achievement (Ardemangi, 2018). However, there has been concern among the Emirati youth regarding the period of national service training. Notably, the period brings about separation from immediate family, friends, and change of environment having spent time either in work or school. Some people are worried about the military requirements restricted freedom and compliance with norms. Therefore service induction brings some concern to the youth and people joining the service. However, despite all the concerns, the national service in UAE has achieved major goals in security and social and political goals (Alsaa, 2020).
Effect of National Service on Armed Forces
The national service in UAE has helped bolster and increase the activities of armed forces. Arguably, the armed forces have always relied on procuring military systems from foreign countries and depending on foreign nationals. However, with the introduction of conscription, the manning of the armed forces' systems has been self-sufficient. Also, having a large number of young men serving only for a relatively short time will affect the armed forces in UAE. The armed forces in UAE have always focused on small and highly trained forces, but that will have to change to incorporate the National service (Alomosh &Alameeri, 2020). 
Effect of National Service on the People
National service will be ideally be focused on making the youth. Effects of national service on the people suggest that it would help change most youths who are not ready to undertake just any job (Alsaa, 2020). However, the mandatory National service will affect the freedom or liberty of the people and the fact that it is made compulsory for men, unlike women. Also, compulsory military service will affect families. At first, there will be a notable difference for youths who have completed the national service. It is all about discipline and training about time management. On the other hand, national service will probably take a considerable time of nine months, which is equivalent to one academic year; therefore, it will affect education. However, for youth who complete secondary undertaking it before college, it would fill the gap. 

Impact of National Service on the Nation
 Personal improvement and contributions to society are among the benefits. Notably, after the introduction of national service, there have been reductions in crimes committed by the young Emiratis (Duncan, 2018). The national service has promoted national identity and good citizenship in society. Also, the national service has helped most youth get their lives in order because of their training.  National service will add a lot to the Emirati men and give them a sense of pride in their identity. National service has been argued to address the issue of unemployment in the nation, especially with the incorporation of specialized training this will add skills and experience to the people. National service will supplement the nation's security. The final phase of training will have the trainees deployed in security institutions like the air force, marine ministry of defense, and the interior police and Army. The individual will be placed in reserve, and in case of any emergency, they can be called on (Duncan, 2018).
Conclusion
In conclusion, the national services in UAE established by the law with the intentions of beefing up the defense competencies and increasing the United Arab Emirates forces and the military reserve forces was a positive introduction. It has impacted the nation and society, including the youth in general. It has helped bolster and increase the activities of the armed forces. Personal improvement and contributions to society are among the benefits. Generally, despite some challenges, the national service brings many benefits. Therefore that explains why national service was met with belief and welcomed by the people of UAE. Unlike other countries, it's reaffirming to commit to helping harness the full potential of Emirati youth and subsequently provide a better future by offering them training is appealing.
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