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Universal Design for Learning: Creating a Learning Environment that Challenges and Engages All Students 
Assessment 
Take some time now to answer the following questions. Please note that the IRIS Center does not collect your Assessment responses. If this is a course assignment, you should turn them into your professor using whatever method he or she requires. If you have trouble answering any of the questions, go back and review the Perspectives & Resources pages in this module. 
1. Briefly describe Universal Design for Learning. Make sure to include the three principles of UDL. 
UDL is a framework of education that sets principles that maximize the learning opportunities and outcomes for all learners. It is based on three principles that provide an evidence-based methodology to thoughtful ways of cultivating learning. They include;
a) Presentation. UDL is set to ensure the provision of multiple means of presentation of information and course content. Educators need to understand that different learners learn differently and at different paces. 
b) Action and Expression. UDL provides an understanding to teachers of different ways that learners present their ideas and explain themselves. 
c) Engagement. This principle provides multiple ways through which students can be stimulated and motivated for learning. 

2. When they develop goals using the principles of UDL, what is the main thing that teachers need to keep in mind? 
Teachers need to mainly focus on the lesson goals which is to understand what students need to know, learn and care about. Also, the teacher should focus on the methods by which students get information (i.e. internet search, handouts, lecture notes, and oral reports.) from this, the teacher should therefore put their focus on the barriers to how information is obtained and delivered and then apply the principles of UDL to deliver their curriculum. 

3. Next week, Mr. Schlotzsky, an eighth-grade social studies teacher, will begin a chapter on colonial America. He’ll lecture, write notes on the chalkboard, and give his students handouts. To assess their knowledge, Mr. Schlotzsky will ask his students to research colonial America in greater depth on the Internet and to give a three-to-five-minute oral presentation. Help Mr. Schlotzsky to evaluate the traditional materials and media he plans to use. For each a) list any potential barriers, and b) suggest UDL solutions. 
	Components
	Barriers
	UDL Solution

	Lecture/ notes on a chalkboard
	Lecturing often is boring. It keeps the instructor to what they want to say and not what students want to know. 
	The teacher poses questions while students respond to what they already know about the topic. The teacher can then write the student's response on the chalkboard as notes.  

	Handouts
	Handouts contain textbook notes and are therefore useless to students. They can be torn apart and present broken information.  
	Present handouts that have pictorials and graphics that attract learning interest. Also, make it brief with critical points that can be easily understood and memorized.

	Internet research
	Internet research is difficult to analyze as it presents a wide range and variety of information on broader topics that are not necessary for learners at specific learning levels. 
	The teacher can present an outline of specific topics which students can research on the internet. This helps save time and engage the learners in what is needed and to their research choices. 

	Oral report
	The language used in the presentation of information may be too old for students to understand. It also lacks credibility and talking too much is tiresome to both the teacher and the learners. 
	While delivering information on colonial America, models can be presented to students to show them the events and people who played important roles in the history of America. 



4. Imagine that you are a second-grade teacher beginning a unit on plants. Your goal is to teach the students the parts of a plant, making sure to incorporate the three principles of UDL. Using the table below, describe at least two ways you would present the information, assess your students, and maintain their engagement in the subject. 
	Learning Goal
	Know the parts of a plant (roots, stem, flowers, leaves)

	Presentation
	1. PowerPoint presentation to lecture. Use digital text and pictorials to show learners the plant parts
2. Use short video to show different parts of the plant to give learners an audiovisual approach to learning

	Assessment
	1. Allocate small groups of learner instructions and provide feedback after assignment completion
2. Create a table for students to match different plant parts with their descriptions. This should be done by individual students.

	Engagement
	1. Take students out to see plants and identify the visible parts. Allow learners to break the plants apart to correctly identify the plant parts
2. Create an interactive visual color sheet to act as a puzzle for students to fill 



5. Turn a traditional lesson plan into a UDL lesson plan. Choose either of the options below. Option 1: 
If you have previously or are currently teaching, select a lesson plan that you have used. In the table below, record information from the lesson plan in the column labeled “Traditional Lesson Plan.” Next, revise the lesson plan to incorporate UDL principles and record that information in the column titled “UDL Lesson Plan.” 

	Traditional Lesson Plan
	UDL Lesson Plan

	Goal: Learners to read the chapter on DNA in the class textbook, write notes, and present written responses on topic review questions 

	Goal: Students will learn the structure of the DNA and present the information on DNA structure.

	Focus: Structure of the DNA
	Focus: Structure of the NA


	Materials: class textbook, lecture notes, student worksheet, and PowerPoint notes. 
	Materials: Interactive digital lesson with a manipulative DNA model. A short video on DNA structure with vocabulary and video transcription. Smartboard with classroom discussion. 


	Instruction: 
9:00 am – 9:30 am: Entire class
The teacher provides a summary of main topic ideas from the textbook using a PowerPoint presentation. 
9:30 am – 9:40 am: Independent student
Students to complete the worksheet by labeling DNA diagrams and writing definitions of vocabulary. 
9:40 am – 9:50 am: Individual student 
Students work on textbook review questions and compete for the homework. 
	Instruction:
9:00 am – 9:10 am: Entire class
Watch a short video providing a preview of the concept. Students write important terms and vocabulary.
9:10 am – 9:30 am: Entire class
Students working in small groups. The teacher provides a summary of the main ideas. Groups take turns on the board to manipulate and identify parts of the digital model. 
9:30 am – 9:40 am: Individual student 
Students complete assignment review by building digital DNA Models and labeling using color material. 

	Assessment: Learners to provide answers to the review questions for grading.
	Assessment: At the end of the lesson, students choose from the following graded options: 
1.  make a PowerPoint describing the key points about DNA structure, all terms must be defined
2. Capturing their screen as they build and label the digital model, all terms must be defined 
3. Write a paragraph describing the DNA structure, using all the terms discussed in class 



