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The University of South Florida is a renowned public university that was founded in 1956. It is a university with an urban setting and a huge capacity for undergraduate enrollment as it sits on over 1500 acres of campus land. A great university is defined and characterized by the its efforts in research and innovation, its academic value to the students and the recognition it has received or continues to receive across the globe for its efforts to offer quality higher education. Despite being a young university, distinct factors have been key to making the USF a vibrant, successful and a university of choice for many learners.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First, USF has been key in the promotion of research and innovation. The Florida Investors Hall of Fame was founded at the USF in 2013. USF’s innovation and economic development efforts have resulted in the generation of more than $582 million in statewide impact in every financial year, preserved 4,000 jobs and has brought more than $71 million in tax revenue to local, state and federal coffers, according to a 2019 analysis from various leading media platforms. Notably, 82% of the jobs created by USF innovation statewide are in the knowledde-based services sector. 
According to the Intellectual Property Owners Association, the USF ranks 8th in the nation among public universities, and 16th world-wide for granted U.S. patents among all universities. This is a clear demonstration of USFs strength in the light of several uncivilized countries. Secondly, USF is one of 56 public research universities nationwide classified as a Doctoral University with “Highest Research Activity” by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. USF is the founder and home of the National Academy of Inventors, a non-profit member organization with over 4,000 individual inventor members and Fellows spanning more than 250 U.S. universities, and governmental and non-profit research institutes. Such accolades offer a clear indication of why USF is the university of choice.
Additionally, in the appreciation of its efforts, the USF is a recipient of the 2019 American Council on Education/Fidelity Investments Award for Institutional Transformation, a recognition of USF’s commitment to student success. In the justification of its greatness, the USF was the only university from Tampa Bay to be ranked among the top 300 universities in the world. The above discourse is a clear indication of the leading role played by USF in provision of higher education.
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