United States History 
2020-2021 Course Review 

Please respond to the questions openly and honestly. Any insight that you have to offer would be greatly appreciated. Please note that vague yes/no answers don’t help me make the class better. 

Research Paper: The research paper was a huge undertaking this year. Please answer the questions below, considering the process and your final product. 

1) Were the instructions/handouts through each step of the research paper writing process helpful? Why? Why not? If they were not, or if you didn’t use them, what could be done differently to help you in the process? 
The instructions and handouts provided for the research paper helped to boost the completion of the task. The provision of instructions and handouts was effective in time-saving, eliminating confusion, increased effectiveness, and simplifying the task provided. More so, they ensured that the research process occurred effectively with evidence-based information. Research is a field that requires a significant influence of evidence-based practice through the inclusion of knowledge and information from other outside sources. The research process was more straightforward because of the handouts provided, which had guidelines of how it was to be done. I realized that when instructions are followed well, things work smoothly. Through the influence of the instructions and handouts, the research process was effective. 

2) Did you like having the freedom to pick your topic for the paper? Or did it seem too overwhelming? What could have made the topic choice easier for you? 
I had the freedom to choose my research topic. The process of choosing my research topic was not overwhelming because of the guidelines and instructions provided. Throughout the course, I experienced a lot of support from the instructor, which influenced the choice of the topic to be more accessible. Class topics on American history influenced my research topic. American history presents the past events in the USA; however, this influenced me to think of the future and want to have insight into the "American Dream," which has been an essential topic in the USA for a long time. 

3) Write down at least three things that you wish someone had told you before starting the research paper assignment. 
One of the things that I wish I could have been told before starting the research paper is preparation is vital. In most cases, the instructor provides details of the course and research requirements earlier than its actual time. Starting to think and develop a research paper earlier, influences the effectiveness of the paper because of having more than enough time. More so, time management is another element that influences the effectiveness of the research process. However, knowing that stress management is effective ensures a successful research process. I realized that being under stress and pressure affects the effectiveness of the research process. 

4) What advice would you give to next year’s juniors about the research paper? 
The primary advice I would provide to the junior is to start their research process early enough and do a lot of outside research to ensure the study's success. Beginning the research early will ensure that they have enough time to create a comprehensive source of evidence. 

5) What are your overall thoughts on the research paper? Are you proud of something? Tell me? Did you learn a lesson from this? Did you surprise yourself?
I think my research was a successful process. I am proud of the success of the research and the increased utilization of scholarly knowledge to put together my thoughts which were well presented. I learned the research process, but significantly, I increased my knowledge of the "American Dream" and how it has influenced the nation's progress. 

Course Evaluation: As I said to you over zoom, this course design was new this year but is certainly a work in progress. We had several goals going into this year, and I think that we took steps in that direction, but I depend on your feedback to continue to make the course better. 

1) List three of your favorite topics/lessons/activities from the school year. 
Three topics are my favorite in my school year. The topics are American Identity, American Democracy, and Civil rights and Public Safety.
2) Overall, how did you feel about thematic instruction? What did you like about it? What did you not like about it? 
Thematic instruction was effective in enhancing the success of my course work and the development of my research. Through it, the organization of curriculum into themes influenced the success in the achievement of learning goals. I liked thematic instruction because it enhanced basic disciplines such as reading and exploration of topics. However, I was not too fond of the way themes influenced missing out on important content, outside themes. 

3) What did we not talk about this year that you would have liked to have learned about? What did we maybe talk about a little, but not enough in your mind? 
We did not tackle the indigenous people and native Americans, which is an essential topic in showing the history of the USA. I would like to learn about the lives of the natives and indigenous people in the USA. More so, we talked shallowly about foreign policy as I think America has played a role in establishing the history of other nations worldwide. 
4) How would you assess the progress of your writing over the school year? Has it improved? Has it gotten worse? Has it stayed the same? What do you think contributed to that? 

My progress in writing has improved dramatically over the school years. This has been contributed by the increased knowledge on research and the interactions with a lot of course materials. More so, the instructors have significantly contributed to my writing skills. 
5) Do you review written feedback on your work in the portal? In your opinion, what is the best way for you to get feedback and read it and absorb it so that you can apply it to further assignments? 
Yes, I review the written feedback on the portal. Consistent feedback in the portion is a great strategy that could effectively ensure that it is read effectively. This will ensure that small pieces of feedbacks are provided, which will be easier to integrate and apply the recommendations. 

Exit Survey Comparison: The questions below you received as your first assignment in US History. Please go back into the portal and open up this assignment, so you remember what you wrote. As you go through each of the questions, write down your answer. Are your answers the same? Have they changed? Please remark below. 

1) List the top three most important events in US History and explain why you chose each one.  
 Declaration of independence- this was the beginning of the revolution pursuit in the USA. This event initiated the start of liberation and democracy in the USA. 
Constitution of USA- with independence secured, this was a significant step to ensure that governance of the nation was enhanced. The constitution is among the best ways the USA secured democracy and the identity of the people. 
The era of a commoner- this was when the citizens were strengthened and identified with the nation. This era influenced the establishment of democracy and human rights. 
2) List the top three most important historical figures and explain why you chose each one.  
 Abraham Lincoln- was one of the greatest influencers of American history. I consider him one of the most significant historic figures because he ended slavery and was the founder of the civil war.
George Washington- In consider Washington as the founding father of the USA. He established liberty and law in the USA as the first president. 
John Marshall- Marshall was significant in establishing the judicial branch through enhancing equality which was the journey to democracy. 
 
3) How would you define an American?  
 As much as citizenship is a significant influence on American identity, I consider an American to be a person who shares ideas and values which are committed to enhancing the development of the nation—committing oneself to the political and social ideology of the country, such as republicanism, equality and liberty influences the American identity of an individual. 
 
4) Do you consider yourself an American? Why or why not?  
 I consider myself to be an American. This is because I am very concerned with the welfare of the nation, and I share the values of the American society, such as democracy. I am always involved in pollical and social welfare to ensure that America develops as a whole. 
 


