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Ultimately, was the War with Mexico a justifiable war or just a naked example or precursor to American imperialism?
Yes, the War with Mexico was justifiable because Mexico had invaded and shed blood of innocent Americans on American soil in Texas. Texas became a hotly contested boundary between the United States and Mexico, which has extended up to date. Even today, many Mexicans still consider Texas their land. It should be noted that Texas was an independent republic and had the right to govern itself. It had the right to make decisions that were good for its people. 
In his letter to Congress, President James Polk in The President Asks Congress to Declare War on Mexico in1846 highlighted the reasons why he made the decision to send troops to the border between Texas and Mexico. By the time President Polk sent the troops to the border, they did not go to fight Mexicans; instead, they went to keep Mexico from attacking Texas. As mentioned before, Texas was a free and independent republic by the time the United States and Mexico were going to war. As described in Manifest Destiny, “the independence of Texas was complete and absolute” (p. 1). This means that Texas was no longer part of Mexico and it not an obligation of duty towards Mexico. 
Opponents and critics of the justification of the American-Mexican war such as Henry David Thoreau have criticized the American government’s move to invade Mexico citing that the American government chooses to execute its will, which is equal to abuse and pervasion. According to Thoreau in Civil Disobedience, the American government was unjustified to go to war with Mexico. He argued that under the unjust government, the only true place for a just man is prison citing that the American government was wrong to justify its attack on Mexico. 
Some historians have argued that America’s decision to go to war with Mexico was a result of its imperialism, but that is not accurate because it is Mexicans who reacted and misinterpreted the intention of America’s troops on the border. Mexico thought that Texas had now allied with America. This angered them, especially following the war between Texas and Mexico, which led to Texas becoming an independent and free republic as journalist John L. O’Sullivan describes it in Manifest Destiny. Therefore, America was justified to support Texas’ annexation from Mexico because it is one of the principles of its democracy. America’s involvement in any war, even during the World War was to protect its territory and the principles it stands for such as liberty. When it saw that this principle was almost getting violated, President Polk sent army troops to protect Texas from being invaded by Mexico. 
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