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Unequal Access to Education
In my last discussion assignment, I chose to address the issue of unequal access to quality education in the U.S. The outbreak of the novel Corona Virus Disease (COVID-19) pandemic has led to an increase in inequality in access to quality education in the U.S. This disease was first reported in China in November 2019, and the first cases in the U.S. were reported in January 2020. As of 19th March 2020, some states in the U.S. went into lockdown. The pandemic had devastating effects on the economy and led to the loss of income and jobs; hence the poor students found it extremely difficult to sustain themselves in school. In the U.S., schools are funded by local properties taxes; thus, schools from neighborhoods with low property taxes receive little or inadequate funding compared to those in affluent areas (Wisdom et al., 2019).
. With the loss of jobs and income, students from high poverty areas found it challenging to access quality education. For instance, some college students communicated with their institutions and revealed that the reasons for missed assignments were due to loss of income and jobs by their parents and lack of enough money to access good internet connection for online classes. Such students were much disadvantaged than their counterparts from financially stable households who had enough online learning resources (Gonzalez et al., 2020). From the above, it is clear that students in community colleges are mostly those from vulnerable families. This extreme poverty places them under unsuspected economic hardships except by those who have been victims or few high education researchers.

Education Trust is an organization that works intending to close opportunity gaps for disadvantaged students such as those from low-income families. The organization comes up with policies that aid in raising student achievement at all grade levels. For instance, Education Trust has a higher education policy and practice team that aims at giving all students equitable access to quality education through advocating for colleges and universities to promote equity by increasing diversity based on race and socioeconomic status, working with higher education institutions to cut access gaps for low-income students and developing policy proposals to improve college access for low-income students (Wisdom et al., 2019). Due to such efforts, there has been a surge in the number of students from low-income families attending private colleges instead of the community colleges that brought inequality due to lower graduation rates. Some colleges have even started sponsoring students from low-income families who have proven to have exemplary academics performance.

Inequality of access to quality education in the U.S. can be explained through the conflict theory. In the U.S., public and private learning institutions differ widely in terms of their funding and learning conditions. It is apparent that students from low-income families attend community schools while those from well-up families attend private schools. This makes the students be tracked on the basis of social class or race. Poor students are tracked "down" while the "rich" are tracked "up" (Robinson et al., 2017). Students who are tracked up are enabled to learn more and in better conditions and vice versa. The tracked down students are affected negatively and tend to lose self-esteem and think that they are poor academically. They hence do worse in school due to the tracking down. Thus, supporters of the conflict theory conclude that tracking perpetuates inequality to access of quality education based on one's socioeconomic status.
In conclusion, it is clear that inequality in access to education is still a major issue in the U.S. It has had adverse effects to the minorities such as the colored people hence making them more vulnerable to abject poverty. However, with the efforts being put by various social organizations, there is still hope that equality will be achieved with time.
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