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Unit VI Advocacy for Change Worksheet: Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Unit VI Advocacy for Change Worksheet
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using the Internet, research a significant person that was/is an advocate against inequality. Choose a person that has had an impact on promoting equality whether through philanthropy, civil rights, teachings, or lifestyle.  Answer the questions below on this worksheet. List any sources used at the end of the worksheet. Provide citations for any quoted material. You should provide at least 400 words of content for this assignment. When you are finished with the worksheet, select “Save As” and save the document using this format: StudentID_UnitVI. Upload this document to Blackboard as a .doc, .docx, or .rtf file.
 
1. Introduce the person. Discuss what led him or her to become an advocate.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was born in 1929 and was one of the people who advocated for fight against inequality. His crusade was supporting for the racial equality which was inextricably intertwined with economic justice ("Martin Luther King, Jr: Fighting for Equal Rights in America," 2015). The belief of this civil rights leader was reflected in his career and deeds. For example, before he died, he came up with a Poor People’s Campaign, which was dedicated in fighting for the economic justice. 

His motive in the fight for racial equality started way back in 1954 when he became the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Babstist Church in Alabama. As a member and executive committee of the NAACP he led the first nonviolent demonstration of Negro in the US which involved bus boycott and lasted for 382 days (Ling, 2015). The whole idea was bring justice to the African-Americans who had experienced discriminations, assaults and disrespect from the whites for a long time. 
2. Discuss which of the sociological views (i.e., conflict, interactionism, or functionalism) help explain the type of inequality being addressed by the advocate. 
The sociological views which King fought for was regarding the civil rights for every citizen. He would encourage everyone to remain nonviolence irrespective of what others do to them. His aim was to create attention on public and express his agitation on racial consciousness so that racial segregation and racism could be brought to an end in the United States (King, 2014). On this, he wanted everyone to be treated equally in the society, in the job market, healthcare and politics among other. For example, in the job market everyone should be paid equally for one particular job executed regardless of the skin color of an individual. The reason for this is that, African-American were oppressed and could be paid at low wages than the whites for the same job. 

3. Did his or her advocacy invoke a change and/or influence others? Discuss why or why not.
The work done by the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. bore fruits.  For example, after the Montgomery bus boycott which lasted for 382 days, the US Supreme Court disregarded the segregation laws on buses and declared them as unconstitutional (Kirk, 2016). The action taken by Supreme Court brought a great change in America and African-American were no longer considered as sub-human. This is despite the challenges that Luther experienced during the boycott period. 
 
4. What lessons do you believe we can take away from this person and apply today?
Some of the lesson that we should learn from King include standing strong for what is right. We realize that he was subject to individual abuse, got his home bombed and was arrested. All these did not stop him from fighting for racial equality. Secondly, we can learnt that it is good to remain peaceful when solving problems. In this case, he would advise his comrades to remain nonviolent as this would make their plea solved amicably.  
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