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Upstream activities in mining include exploration, drilling, and extraction. This is the early activities in the process of mining, which has two more units, which provide for downstream and midstream. Mining causes soil erosion during its initial exploration upstream activity (Cooney & Skone, 2018). Soil erosion has a negative impact on the environment, and it eventually makes the soil deficient in nutrients that can support agriculture activities. The sinkhole that poses a danger to human and animal are left open after the mine. The land became filled with unbearable holes that even threaten life, and it may no longer become habitable. Upstream activities in mining also cause air pollution (Petit & Bravard 1996). 
According to Petit & Bravard (1996), polluted air affects negatively on the environment and endangers human life. Mining also pollutes the groundwater, which ends up in the mainstream being used by humans and animals. The mining activity contributes many of the landslides which occur near the mining area, and the end effect is the loss of life in case it happens near settlement areas cross to the mine.  Estimating the rate of air pollution caused by mining is more difficult to estimate compared to landslides and soil pollution.  Due to the technological development machines and vehicles contribute to air pollution, therefore, estimating directly the rate at which mining pollute it is challenging (Cooney & Skone, 2018) 
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