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 Utilitarianism
The article From Utilitarianism by John Stuart Mill provides concrete reasons in support of the moral theory of utilitarianism. The author also responds to the misconceptions surrounding the theory. Mill defines the theory of utilitarianism by anchoring on the principle that "actions are right in proportion as they tend to promote happiness, wrong as they tend to produce the reverse of happiness" (Mill 2017). Mill equates happiness to pleasure marked with the absence of pain (which is an undesired negative stimulus). The author holds that the only desirable elements in human life are freedom from pain and pleasure. The author ruthlessly attacks the Epicureans by defending that the lives and pleasures of human beings cannot be equated to that of swine or any other animals. He states that human beings have more complex faculties compared to animals. Mill argues that even though some forms of pleasure are of high desire and value, pleasure estimation should be based on quantity only. 
The utilitarianism theory calls for an individual to be a spectator and to put aside his/her happiness and consider the happiness of the majority. The theory also advocates that social arrangements and laws of the land need to put the interests and happiness of every person in a harmonious mode with the collective interests of the society in question. Another element that the theory emphasizes is the need to use opinion and education to shape the human character to accommodate the notion that the good for the majority of the people is what matters in life (Mills 2017).   If people embraced utilitarianism as an ethic, they would naturally internalize the standards as binding on the moral platform. The critical basis of morality as per Mill is happiness, an element that is pursued and desired by human beings. To support the claim, Mill says that all objects that people yarn for aim at giving them happiness and that the justice system also bases its activities on the principle of utility. He defends his sentiments by claiming that constitutional rights are meant to facilitate happiness in humans.
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