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Tamir and Bar-Eli (2020), in the article “The Moral Gatekeeper: Soccer and Technology,
the Case of Video Assistant Referee (VAR),” introduce the reasons for the adoption of Video
Assistant Referee (VAR) technology in soccer. They argue that after several years of justifying
officiating faults as an aspect of the game, the video assistant referee was formally included in
football rules in 2018. Issues and condemnation arose due to the technology's introduction onto
the football pitch, and these issues are still being voiced regularly. Despite strong opposition and
widespread condemnation, the authors claim that VAR is a major modification in contemporary
professional soccer and fulfills a moral transformation in the sport's history. Essentially,
according to Tamir and Bar-Eli (2020), this technology allows soccer's performance ethics,
public reputation and image, and, most importantly, its ethical benchmarks - fair play — to
increase. Also, the adoption of this technology allows for the discovery of new flaws.
Professional soccer laws will very certainly be compelled to confront uniformity for added time,
a precise interpretation of a handball infraction, and other issues that may arise.

The traditional view of "let the greatest player or squad prevail" is a key objective of
sporting tournaments. That is to say; sports officials should endeavor to eliminate as many errors
and falsifications as possible while determining the victor. Referees are designed to guarantee
fair competition to maximize the likelihood this will be the situation. However, that is not always
the case, and the authors have even given good examples. For instance, the world cup finals
pitting West Germany and England. This match was played in Wembley stadium on the 30" of
July, 1966. With 11 minutes into extra time. England striker hit the underside of the goal post,
and the ball bounced back, but the referee awarded a goal that should not have stood in a clear

example of an error that warrants the adoption of the VAR technology, as per Tamir and Bar-Eli




(2020). The authors argue about the adoption of such technology (i.e., judgment tools) and how
it strengthens the match official’s influence on the ground by increasing the chances of ensuring
the fulfillment of the most basic principle of "may the greatest player or squad triumph."

According to Tamir and Bar-Eli (2020), the psychological biases that come with
officiating matches also warranted the adoption of VAR technology. As per the authors, the main
concept is that expanding the adoption of objective, presumably precise (technology) tools can
aid in the reduction of prejudices and promote fairness. Nevertheless, the authors point to an
important aspect of the adoption of VAR in soccer, which is the limitations of these
technologies. Though VAR has been incorporated into soccer, Tamir and bar-Eli (2020) argue
that the human element is not eliminated because of technology and errors. Also, the technology
has negatively influenced the game's continuity when a foul occurs, and it is reviewed later after
the game has progressed. The numerous breaks are tiresome and taxing, and they detract from
the game's fun value. At the same time, they argue that the VAR is controversial based on some
of the referees' decisions. The VAR, on the other hand, can aid officials in making good choices
and interpreting rules that will reduce injustice and is welcomed by the soccer fraternity.

To sum it up, the novel officiating technology significantly contributes to soccer. It
restores referees’ dignity and respect, which had been degraded over time. The VAR system
enhances competent judgment during a match and restores impartiality and fair play as the most
important values in soccer. The VAR has improved the fair conditions desired by officials and
spectators following decades in which the football enthusiast experienced countless referee
mistakes owing to referees' fragility. The VAR system supports maximum unbiased and accurate

decision-making from a professional standpoint. Whereas the technology does not resolve all




controversial aspects of the game, monitoring an instant replay lowers mistakes and, as a result,

improves both officials' and footballers' professional conduct.
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