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Introduction
	The moral life of Christians is the one that seeks in cultivating and practicing virtue. The habitual and disposition that are very firm when it comes to doing good are described as a virtue. For any person, virtues allow them to perform acts that are good and to give the best of themselves. A moral life that is very effective calls for the practice of moral theology and Christian discipleship virtues. Besides, an effective moral life demands human virtues practice as well. The soul is formed by the human virtues with the mind habits and this plays a big role in supporting moral behavior, avoid sin and control passions. The conduct of Christians in dictating faith and reason are guided by virtues and this leads them towards self-control freedom based and towards joy in living a moral life that is good. Therefore, the content developed in this paper will explore why virtues are essential in undertaking discipleship of Christian and understanding moral theology.    
	The term disciple means a person who literally would follow someone hoping to become what they are eventually. A believer who follows Christ and then offers Christ imitation of his own as a model for others to follow is referred to as a Christian disciple. The first believer who has exercised faith is a disciple. In undertaking Christian discipleship, virtues are therefore essential. The inner personal transformation to which the incarnate Lord disciples are called and the virtues are the basis on which Christian discipleship is centered. The divine grace works as well as the involved person is what contribute to this kind of personal transformation. The individual and the Christ body collectively contribute in conformity to Jesus Christ's image. Virtues are essential in this transformation as the transformation involves re-orienting away towards the Christ mind from "the world". This transformation can be traced back to the tradition of Judeo-Christian beginning and the Spirit sustains it. This can be affirmed when Jesus was speaking to the Israel people and telling them that they would be holy as Lord was also holy. Christians are therefore helped by virtues when transforming to disciples as they become aware of who they are and who they are becoming. The four cardinal virtues which are prudence, justice, temperance and courage when undertaking Christian discipleship are essential as they bring joy in leading a life that is morally good, make possible ease for the disciples and bring self-mastery.
	The virtues when it comes to undertaking Christian discipleship are essential as they present an invitation that is urgent for the disciples-to-be in the call of Christ to follow him. This urgent invitation is in the direction of a liberation movement that is outward to orthopraxis that is Christ-centered from self-centric. The disciples-to-be have to options as they can use divine grace to accept or reject it as well. The moral perception from the virtues is necessary for accepting this urgent invitation as the required transformation to Christian discipleship is not just a change in actions that are external and the associated consequences. Besides, the acceptance is not just compliance with obligations that are imposed externally. The acceptance of this urgent invitation calls for internal disposition change, characters' agents change, change in their worldviews and priorities. In the urgent invitation transformation, what matters most is the character inner moral of the person created in the relationship with their Creator. This however does not mean the obligations' actions or consequences do not matter. These matters too but what matters most is the character's inner morals. The virtues help the action that is right to be seen following from the character who is right and cultivated by God's orientation in Christ. In Chapter 8, [footnoteRef:2]"The Virtuous Circle" Tom Wright talks about the danger lurking in "moralism" and "effort" too-easy rejection. According to the text, everything that Jesus says now assumes that decisive actions have been acted by God the Holy Spirit within history for the purpose of rescuing humans from the mess of their doings. The act and the grace world is now what frames what human beings now do. It also means that the Holy Spirit enables the decision/acting making of Christians that is moral. This is a very good example raised by Tom Wright showing that virtues are essential for morals when it comes to undertaking Christian discipleship.  [2:  Wright, Tom. 2011. Virtue Reborn. New York: SPCK.] 

	Virtues are essential for development and perfection when it comes to undertaking Christian discipleship. In the Gospel, time and time again Jesus has challenged the views of the world and his interlocutors' disposition. Virtues are regarded as essential when undertaking Christian discipleship as they play major roles in development and perfection. For example, the Samaritan woman and the tax collector were condemned by people who lacked Christian virtues yet they considered themselves to be Christians. Christian discipleship teachings require virtues development and perfection in those with moral perception and those who are called. The concerns of the Gospel when it comes to moral blindness and sight are shared by virtue ethics. The disciples-to-be are offered the conceptual framework that is very appropriate and faithful to the witness of the Gospel. This is because it addressed the inner transformation call in particular and God's character disclosure. According to Tom Wright, virtue in the Christian sense happens in a situation where Christians find themselves being caught up within a circle of activities and practices that is very particular. This circle is what the author refers to as the "virtuous circle" which is the title for Chapter 8. This is the same circle Christians were caught up in when they were condemning the Samaritan woman and the tax collector. “Now there are many people who practice most or all of the things I am talking about here, but who seem to advance very slowly if at all in the life of virtue.” This shows that many people do not develop and perfect the virtues as the teaching of Jesus does call for even before undertaking Christian discipleship. Christians-to-be should therefore focus on developing and perfecting their virtues. 
	On the other hand, Moral theology which is also referred to as Christian ethics refers to a Christian theological discipline with the main concerns of identifying and elucidating the principles determining the human behavior in the Christian revelation’s light. There are three moral theology virtues which are faith, hope and love and the three directly related to God. These three virtues are infused within people as God's gifts and are not acquired via the efforts of humans. They are infused starting with Baptism and dispose of people in living in Holy Trinity relationship. These virtues are essentials are essential in understanding moral theology. According to Francesca in Chapter 6, [footnoteRef:3]“And now faith, hope, and love abide these three; and the greatest of these is love” From this text, the three virtues are considered supernatural virtues and at first glance, they seem to be quite different from the proposed natural virtues by Aristotle. A person cannot have faith, hope, or love that is "too much" and these supernatural virtues are not extremes between means. However, they have instead opposites which include unbelief, despair and hatred of God. These virtues that are supernatural are not gained by repetition or practice. Faith is dead, formless and lifeless without love as faith is perfected and completed by love. This is also a similar case when it comes to hope and in the perfection order, love is therefore considered the greatest of these three supernatural virtues.  [3:  Francesa Murphy et al. 2015 Illuminating Faith: An Invitation to Theology.] 

	In matters of understanding moral theology, the virtue of love is essential for understanding the love of God. The Bible tersely expresses the paramount duty of man in loving God. This paramount duty of man implies that the precept cannot be fulfilled by an act of love (charity) that is performed just once in a person's lifetime or even after ten years. There has been an argument by moralists that the beginning of moral life obligation when full development has been attained at the death point and from time to time during a person's life, a count that is exact being neither possible nor necessary since the habit of daily prayer habit of Christian covers the obligation. Above all the rest, God should stand above. In the article by Bill, [footnoteRef:4]“Special attention needs to be given to the development of moral theology”. When compared to human conscience precept binding, God’s love should even be more. Just like the supernatural order of the three virtues, the love of God is ranked first among the salvation means that are styled by necessary theologians. St. Paul for instance intimates clearly between charity on earth and the glory above, there is no any kind of difference when he states that charity does not fall away. The love of God as per the supernatural order is regarded as the commandment which is the first and the greatest. In addition, charity (love) virtue is essential in understanding moral theology because of the love of man. This is because the virtue of charity embraces all God's children on earth, in heaven and purgatory. The meaning that is taken here is that of supernatural love of man to man. This includes self-love and neighbor's love.  [4:  BillCosgrave. From the Commandments to the Virtues- Changing Emphases in the Christian Moral Life] 

	The virtue of hope when it comes to understanding moral theology is essential for desiring eternal life and the Kingdom of heaven. This is because the happiness of Christians places their trust in the promises of Christ. This makes them not rely on their personal threats but focus on the help associated with the Holy Spirit's grace. This virtual is essential in that it responds to the happiness aspirations which have been placed on every man's heart. This takes up the hopes inspiring activities of men and purifies them to order them for haven's Kingdom. It is this hope that keeps Christians from discouragement, sustains man whenever he is faced with abandonment and opens his heart in eternal beatitude expectation. When men are buoyed by hope up, they are selfishness preserved and this leads to happiness flowing from the charity. Besides, hope is essential in understanding moral theology as it helps Christians in understanding Abraham's hope which is the origin and model of the chosen people's hope which Christians hope it takes up and fulfills. Abraham was blessed by God abundantly by the promises that were fulfilled in Isaac and purified by sacrifice test. Abraham believed and hoped against hope and he ended up being the father of many nations. This virtual is essential in unfolding the hope of Christianity from the beginning of the preaching of Jesus in the proclamation of the beatitudes and tracing the path leading through the trials awaiting Jesus's disciples. It helps Christians in expressing their desire, particularly through Our Father's prayer as this is the right way for them to express and nourish hope. Finally, hope virtue is essential in the understanding of moral theology as it guides Christians in preserving until the end so they can obtain heaven's joy as an eternal reward from God for their accomplished good work.                     
	    The last virtue of moral theology is faith. This virtue is essential in understanding moral theology. This virtual is essential as it helps in committing man and his entire self freely to God. This makes the believer of God seek in knowing and doing the will of God. The Bible says that faith is what the righteous shall live by and faith that is living only works through love (charity). This virtue is essential as it helps Disciples of Christ to keep the faith, love on it, profess it, bear witness to it confidently and spread it as well. This makes their faith not to be dead. 
Conclusion
	Christians’ moral life seeks to cultivate and practice virtue. These virtues are essential when it comes to undertaking Christian discipleship and understanding moral theology. The inner personal transformation to which the incarnate Lord disciples are called and the virtues are the basis on which Christian discipleship is centered. Virtues are therefore essential in understanding Christian discipleship as they transform Christians, present an urgent invitation to the disciples-to-be, and are for development and perfection. On the other hand, moral theology is associated with three virtues which are faith, love and hope. Love is considered the greatest among the three in terms of the supernatural order.    
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