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Corruption Leading To Violence
Corruption has occasioned a surge of new violence forms in society. The disadvantaged, on the margins of society, suffer from extreme poverty and inequality, occasioned by corruption, and are the principal users of this violence or put differently, criminalized deviant behavior. Those who are unable to acquire access to basic needs legitimately, turn to illegal options in the name of violent crime.
It is emerging in recent times that violence is being driven by the more powerful to the less powerful (Walby, 2012). A society disenfranchised and disabled by corruption will collapse into violent habits due to this frustration. Latin America is an area that has experienced and is as yet experiencing a ton of violence. Both Mexico and Colombia have a few similarities that originate from corruption. 
The epic systemic failure in these countries is demonstrated by the utilization of state violence and other human rights infringements, auxiliary savagery, the restraint of the media, the constraining of minorities, questionable land acquisitions, and the intrigue of collaborating organized crime with the state, prompting state capture (Karcz, 2017).
 In most developing countries, the police is seen as one of the chief perpetuators of public bureaucracy (TI 2004). Zkevic in his study put violent crime at 16 % for Western Europe which had corruption levels of 1% while violent crime for Africa was set at 20% corresponding to 11% corruption (Zkevic, 2000) .This effectively establishes a link between corruption and violence.
Corruption perpetuates structural violence. It has been defined by Galtung as “It is injustice and exploitation built into a social system that generates wealth for the few and poverty for the many, stunting everyone’s ability to reach their potential. By privileging some classes, ethnicities, genders, and nationalities over others, it institutionalizes unequal opportunities for education, resources, and dignity” (Galtung, 1969). It is maintained through this ideology of corruption that promotes the private interests of the ruling class.
Corruption has been attributed to weakened public institutions. An important outlook is the role of institutional weakness in increasing incidences of violence. Elevated levels of impunity and low public confidence in law enforcement agencies contributes directly and indirectly to greater crime and insecurity (IEP, 2016).
High levels of various forms of violence are vividly seen in countries showing high levels of corruption for example Kenya, Russia, Mexico, and Colombia. In countries where corruption is high, rights are turned into commodities and are exchanged with money, favors, or privileges. This means that the rich citizens that can pay for these rights enjoy while the poor suffer hence creating a conflict between the rich, the poor, and the government.
Corruption is closely related to acts of oppression, general insecurity, and conflicts that are regular. (Beyerle, 2011).  It is evident that a government that has weak institutions and corrupt systems, will most likely engage in acts of impunity and selfish acts that will oppress the poor. Human rights activists have been able to link acts of corruption and violence, the best example is where politicians use the money they get from corruption deals to fund their campaigns to win seats and continue to oppress the poor and sometimes they even fund acts of violence using corruption funds (Beyerle, 2011).
Taking Kenya as an example, corruption has spread and grown in sectors of land where political leaders and people in power are grabbing tracts of land especially in the capital city, Nairobi. In the recent past, politicians and in conjunction with other influential persons in the land of Kenya have induced false promises and information to the poor citizens causing clashes that lead to the displacement of thousands of people and the death of hundreds (Obala & Mattingly, 2014). These persons who are displaced and others left jobless tend to engage in acts of violence as they try to get daily sustenance.  
Violence breaks out prevalently in countries with high corruption levels. It is then necessary to establish this connection. These two issues have been investigated and documented separately over a long period, and it has emerged that the methods and variables used for studying them are similar. This paper focuses on drawing this correlation.
 In addition to questioning the presence of this causal relationship between corruption and violence, the paper investigates some implications of the results from both fields. In examining the relationship between corruption and violence, most of this paper considers the question of corruption as the main cause of violence. However, it will also elaborate on how the prevalence of extensive corruption may indirectly result in the conflict and its development.
Escalated violence will alter the normal private economy of a country and the functioning of its public institutions. When a country is getting back to a more peaceful state after a period of violence, the conflict will have a long-lasting effect on corruption rates and its distribution across the private and public realms.  Recent studies related to corruption and violence have received a lot of attention from professionals and other stakeholders.
Any conflict that occurs on a large scale will generally cause major paradigm shifts in public institutions. The big question is: Might civil war result in a change in equilibrium leading up to a lasting change in the occurrence of corruption? 
International institutions, governments, donors, aid workers, and peace builders have to get acquainted with the fact that corruption is very costly to society, especially in countries recovering from conflict as it prevents the growth of effective institutions of governance. When a government receives resources to build and manage a country, but ends up using it for selfish needs, then conflict become inevitable. (Billon & World Institute for Development Economics Research, 2001).
            Corruption develops a system that facilitates the creation of wealth and means of progression for those who have access to public services and get favorable services and tokens from the government. Kofi Annan, a former United Nations Secretary-General termed corruption as an “insidious pandemic that has a variety of damaging effects on societies," he also added that corruption is the main cause for diversion of funds that are supposed to strengthen the ability of governments to provide basic services, such as food, jobs, shelter, which subsequently results in violence forms such as social injustices, extrajudicial killings and other forms of impunity
In poor and developing countries, politicians will use their wealth to buy votes and gain a path to power, and when they get into power they use their position to get back the money they spent in buying the voters. They also use the money to influence others and gain more support. They can even use their political powers and financial capabilities to finance clashes and conflicts for their gains. Even in developed countries, politicians will use public funds to reward their supporters and even go to the extent of awarding government contracts and tenders to their friends and political supporters. When the rightful people who deserved these contracts and tenders realize that there is corruption in these offices, they start to demonstrate for their rights, and eventually conflict may arise (Corruption and democracy, 2008).
Terrorists are taking advantage of corrupt and disorganized countries to launder money and bank it for future use (Jackson, 2015). Leaders in corrupt countries do not reign in control over fraudulent practices. Terrorists bank their resources in their banks as long as they receive a portion of the money. Some corrupt countries will even offer support and security to terrorists in exchange for money. Acts of terrorism have been supported by corruption. The soldiers who guard the borders will readily receive cash from terrorists and allow them into a country to cause conflict and panic among citizens.  
Corruption therefore, creates a conducive environment for crimes and conflicts because of two main reasons: the first reason is; it maintains and supports incidences of impunity which promotes crime and violence, secondly; the presence of criminal impunity attracts citizens to take the law into their own hands as they try to search for justice. (Zaum & Cheng, 2011). This process results in more impunity and violence in a country (Basabose, 2019).
All professionals studying corruption and violence can agree that corruption is difficult to define and almost impossible to measure. When any highly ranked government official grabs millions of Money for their interests, it becomes very easy to identify that as an act of corruption (Birch, 2020), but when your neighbor or someone close gives you preferential treatment, it becomes a gray area. Can business dealing be termed as corruption? What is the case when a parent gives aid to a school to prevent his or her child from being expelled? What is the case when rich individuals in countries that are affected by conflicts pay the officials to get extra shares of donations and the poor are left to suffer alone?
It is argued that the definition of corruption is difficult because it is a Phenomenon that is determined by culture and may defer from one society to another. For example, the act of giving gifts to political leaders is considered unlawful in some countries, and lawful in others (Bonadeo, 1973). For this paper, we will take corruption as the misuse of power as well as the entrusting of public funds to personal endeavors that may lead to the oppression of minority groups, like the poor and the discriminated.
Many economic and social implications come as a result of corruption, not to name the relations to crime operations and violence (Braddon & Hartley, 2011). Based on global data provided by the international banks in conjunction with the international monetary fund, the amount of money that was used for bribes in the year 2000 exceeded one trillion US dollars. These high levels of corruption affect access to public services, which mostly affects the poor. 
Corruption costs the developing world billions of dollars every year as alluded by the UN Development Program.  Corruption siphons off scarce resources and kills a country’s prospects for development. In countries where corruption is endemic, the impacts of corruption are mostly felt by the poor who have no skills, money, connections, or influence (Human Rights Watch, 2007).  
In the end, the poor who are oppressed join hands and start to form groups to help them fight the corruption and the oppression. The rich and other high ranking officials also form an elitist group to protect themselves from the wrath of the poor.
When groups are formed on opposing sides, conflict arises. The fights begin between the poor and the rich. A fight begins between the corrupt and the just, this fight cannot end until the corruption is diminished or neutralized in such a country. It is therefore evident that most of the conflicts that develop in countries are a result of corruption (Dada et al., 2014).
Taking an example of oil rich countries, it is evident that they have frequent conflicts trying to fight for equal allocation of the resources gotten from the sale of fuel and other oil products. The conflicts continue until sections of these countries choose to secede to enable people to rule themselves and enjoy the resources in their land (Fisman & Miguel, 2010). The main reason for this escalation is corrupt officials who are not willing to give equal shares to every individual entitled to a shares of the resources. 
Other countries that suffer as a result of conflicts that arise as a result of corruption include Congo, a mineral rich country (Fisman & Miguel, 2010). The politicians in such countries try to benefit from all the resources that are raised from the sale of minerals. The poor are left to suffer yet they are the ones that do the most work. As a result, the poor will always try to fight back and get the resources that they toil for. The rich will in return, fight back to maintain their ability to steal from the poor.  
Lack of basic amenities such as food, medical care, schools, and shelter is one of the chronic issues that arise as a result of corruption in a country. When a government uses its resources in a manner not set out for, the country’s citizens are left to suffer. The most likely thing to happen in such a country is the formation of a revolutionary group against the government (Mbaku, 2010). 
One of the key social and economic problems in most developing countries, and what is most often felt strongly by the poor is the fear of crime and small-scale violence. Whether experience or perceived, extensive corruption in law enforcement contributes largely to the problem of violence and crime. Police behavior is a very important factor in state development. This includes governance and state building in general, the start and re-occasioning of violent conflict and alternating crime levels.
It is prudent to look at how corruption in the police force leads to a crime generating chain. The interactions between violence, crime and police behavior lead to the causing of significant welfare losses for the disadvantaged and sets ground for retrograde development.
Corruption has been a sticky and ingrained part of many law enforcement organizations (Faull 2007).The daily routines of many police organizations are mired with corruption. Police monopoly over violence gives them the ground to achieve their bureaucratic aims and this influences their rent seeking possibilities. However, much on the behavior and roles of the police has been neglected in the study of violence. It has been largely limited to criminology. However, during the time of decolonization in the sixties, practitioners and observers were largely aware of the role of the police in the perpetuation of violence.
Modernization theories have been applied by social scientists to analyze the linkage between police corruption and violence. An example is how this topic was addressed in the book, Political Order in Changing Societies by Samuel Huntington (1968). This book established a correlation between violence and corruption-in effect also studying police behavior and related this to Emile Durkheim’s study on the effects of massive social and economic change on crime and suicide.
How then can the question of linkage between wider processes of police Corruption, poverty, crime and violence be answered? In the recent past, the issue of protection of property rights has been increasingly looked at. Law enforcement has been seen to wield much power in the enforcement and protection of these rights (Acemoglu, 2005). The police organizations in conjunction with the judiciary are the key players in determining and protecting the provision of property rights.
The police being involved in corruption then interferes directly in this process and becomes a repressive public institution. This may then have harmful impacts on interpersonal behavior and the protection of societal property rights through their power to punish with or without legal basis and sanction infringement of property rights.
	With this infringement, not only is the degree of protection affected, but also the distribution of property rights and their legitimacy which then leads to perpetuation of violence. Irregular distributions of property rights are often skewed against the disadvantaged and this has a strong upward effect on the violence rates. In many informal settlements of developing countries where the government’s organs do not reign full control, police monopoly over violence is then used in the determining of the short run distribution of rights to property, the collection of bribes and the implementation of legal doctrines to their desired goals. Corruption in the law enforcement in this case then leads to the increase in the uncertainty of rights to property for the poor. These rights are further impinged by the semi-legal actions of the rich and neighborhood criminals.
The police are a highly placed link in the nexus of institutions that are key in staving off violence. When their corrupt actions lead to high rates of crime and violence, there is complete institutional failure. High rates of crime and violence are devastating to economic growth. Atop limiting investments, violence impacts directly on households in the form of theft losses and other expenses related to the effect of crime.
Corruption can therefore be termed as an epidemic that results in multiple forms of violence and should be tamed at its core. This can be achieved by strengthening public institutions that deal with corruption. Additionally, sensitization is needed to draw a clear picture of the effects of corruption.
Policy Recommendations (E-Government)
Violence in all its forms results in the worst cases of regression in all aspects of a country’s development. Corruption is one of the main perpetuators of violence in the society. Corruption, as depicted in the research project is a major challenge in most countries. Multiple international reports attribute higher cases of corruption in developing countries in comparison to developed countries. It is then prudent to adopt a policy that stems the effects of corruption. E-Government is one of the promising policies.
The parallel between corruption and violence can be drawn in this case. Corruption has brought forth the surge of violence in society. The poor and disenfranchised on the brink of society suffer extreme inequality brought about by corruption, and are the main participants in this violence or labelled differently, criminal deviant behavior. Those who can’t progress to higher forms of decency legitimately, resort to illegalities such as those of violent crimes.
We can take one example. “Latin America is an area that has experienced and is as yet experiencing chronic violence. Both Mexico and Colombia have a few similarities that originate from corruption. The systemic failure in this countries is demonstrated by the utilization of state violence and other human rights infringements, auxiliary savagery, the restraint of the media, the constraining of minorities, questionable land acquisitions, and the intrigue of collaborating organized crime with the state, prompting state capture.” (Karcz, 2017)
In most developing countries, the police is seen as one of the chief perpetuators of public bureaucracy (TI 2004). Zkevic in his study put violent crime at 16 % for Western Europe which had corruption levels of 1% while violent crime for Africa was set at 20% corresponding to 11% corruption (Zkevic, 2000) .This effectively establishes a link between corruption and violence.
E-government is a platform that can be utilized to ensure transparency and accountability in public administration systems. Therefore, it can be introduced to curb and reduce corruption activities. It is the hope in many nations that the framework of e-government will enunciate the ideals of transparency, openness, and accountability in the public administration realm and increase citizen’s interest and involvement in politics, bringing them closer to governments, placing them in the information space and effectively enhancing the accountability of governments.
Turban defined e-government as “The use of information technology in general and e-commerce in particular, to provide citizens and organizations with more convenient access to government information and services and to provide delivery of public services to citizens, business partners and suppliers and those working in the public sector” (Turban, 2003)
From this definition, it can then be argued that the phenomenon of internet enabled government is the utilization of ITs, specifically the internet, and applications on the web to put forth faster and speedier service delivery and provision of information to citizens by the government.
High levels of bureaucracy exist in the deployment of legacy systems of tendering. An example is the tender system in a number of developing countries that is based on a paper backed process, one that hinges on newspaper adverts, purchase of tender documents, submission of bids, evaluation of these bids and their subsequent award. In such a framework, monitoring and control of all tender steps is a difficult exercise that mostly leads to occurrences of corruption (Bhatnagar, 2003).
A study by the TI institute put forward two prevalent factors that affect the combined growth of corruption. They include; a perceived immunity from prosecution and a low risk of discovery. Impeded access to information on the part of the citizens and the media including complication of the process of accessing this information results in a lower chance of discovery. Weakened institutions with the responsibility of investigating corruption charges in conjunction with a compromised judiciary further escalates corruption and creates ground for immunity from prosecution (Abbasi, 2008).
Shady transparency in government is the key enabler of corruption. Key among the issues involved in the interaction of citizens with their governments is transparency. Tradition legacy system backed governments lack the ability to facilitate presentation of all their activities to the citizens. This is remedied by e-government which provides opportunity for provision of government transparency.
E-government enables compacting of expansive governments hence making them smaller and smatter, strengthening service delivery and providing citizens with tools to interact with their governments. Subsequently, the citizens can access cheaper, faster and better services. Additionally, better relationships such as transparency and trust can be built and this will have the result of reducing corruption activities.
In the recent past, an increased number of countries have focused on the tools of e-government in pushing forward their corruption mitigation strategies and this has been done by opening the processes of government to the public. A number of case studies conducted in developing countries have reported a positive impact of e-government on the fight against corruption. Some e-government features that enable reduction of corruption are as follows.
E-government has the potential of centralizing data and enabling quick access for analysis and audit purposes. It also improves accountability in financial transactions by enabling online searches and submissions of forms which in extent, has the effect of making payments almost instantaneous. Finally, e-government enhances the participation of citizens in democracy and fiscal monitoring exercises.
E-government and its implementation partly solves the epidemic that is corruption. It reduces grounds for the taking of arbitrary actions and strengthens avenues for the discovery of corruption by establishing a record of detailed transaction data that are traceable. As shown in Abbasi 2008, there was sufficient ground for drawing a correlation between the tool of e-government and the transparency scores of 180 countries. 
 In the study which clustered countries on the basis of the relation between their transparency scores and e-government, it emerged that the countries depicting high scores on e-government showed less incidences of corruption and were placed in the first cluster. Therefore, the e-government strategy can be adopted as an effective policy to enable the curbing of corruption in developing countries and in extent, the violence resulting from it. (Abbasi, 2008)
Additionally, corruption can be stemmed by using a number of other solutions such as setting forth regulations and appropriate limitations of employee power. This will effectively narrow down the grounds for exploitation of public funds for private purposes. With these comprehensive policy shift, taming of runaway corruption is going to be a possible endeavor.
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