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Election
Question One
Voting patterns over the years show that minority groups like the blacks have been disadvantaged when it comes to voting. Many of them are yet to fully enjoy their rights. Moreover, civic education has not reached many black communities. For other minorities, lack of essential voting tools like ID cards and other certificates cannot guarantee their participation in this exercise. Many minorities are immigrants and it is possible that they lack such important documents or there is a delay in providing them with these materials. According to class, the people in high social class are more likely to vote than those in lower class of society because they want politicians to bring change in society. They also want to protect their interests like businesses through the politicians they vote in government. According to gender, both men and women participate in the voting process. But women today are voting more than men because they have now been empowered to take part in building of society unlike their previously stereotyped traditional role of belonging at home. According to age, young people are less likely to vote because they see voting as a waste of their time doing something else that could generate something valuable in their life. They follow through what is trending in their time and paying little attention to politics. In recent 2012 elections, Barack Obama was voted in by many blacks and minority groups. Also, youth and old people voted for him.
Question Two
The reason for the difference in voter turnout in America and Europe is because Europeans are registered for voting as soon as they reach the age of 18. It is mandatory for everyone 18 years and above to be registered as a voter. This implies that even though the voting patterns may be affected by gender, age, and other demographics, the turnout for voting will be high. On the other hand, registration is not mandatory in the United States. This means that individuals can register willingly. In fact, the urge to register as voters build some months before elections. Many people don't participate in this exercise. Also, the days of voting affect voter turnout. In many European countries, voting is mainly done on a Sunday. People have free time to go and vote because it is a weekend. In United States, voting is on a Tuesday. Even though it is declared a public holiday, many people still participate in their daily activities to earn money. To increase voter turnout in America I would suggest elections to be held on the weekend, make it mandatory to automatically register voters and pass federal laws that further reduce impediments to voter registration. 
Question Three
Electoral College was established by the founding fathers as an alternative to elect the president by popular vote or by Congress. Each state elects the number of representatives to the Electoral College that is equal to its number of Senators-two from each State-plus its number of delegates in the House of Representatives. The District of Columbia which has no voting representation in the Congress, has three Electoral College votes. There are currently 538 electors in the Electoral College; 270 votes are needed to win the presidential elections. Several weeks after the general elections, electors from each state meet to cast their official vote for president and vice president. The president of the U.S Senate counts the votes in the presence of the whole Senate and announces the president on the same day of January 6. The winner of the Electoral College vote is usually the candidate who has won the popular vote. However, it is possible to win the presidency without winning the popular vote. The strength of this system is that smaller states remain active in national politics. Also, it provides a safe ending to elections. However, the weakness is that people may feel their vote didn't count. Therefore, this system must not be abolished in order to always ensure a safe ending to elections. This system promotes national cohesion because there is a steady transfer of power thus peace is embraced. 
