John fanta 
The article/slideshow from Girard (2011) is an interesting set of exercises to begin the discovery portion of a business venture. Of particular note was exercise Number 4, Start doing what you love, even without a business plan, where Girard suggests that a hobby may very well be an avenue to your eventual plan of action. A couple of years ago, I participated in three film festivals for scoring. Although not fruitful money-wise, the experience demonstrated how innovative one must be in order to provide a sense of value to your audience.  Recently, however, a coworker asked me to compose an opening tune for his website. The impetus being that a team of innovators help complete things a team leader does not have the requisite skill set to accomplish on their own. They know what they want, they just cannot create the solution. 
As Girard(2011) pointed out, "Test what it might be like to work in an area you're passionate about, build your business network and ask for feedback that will help you develop and refine a business plan". If the product or service is viable, looks good, or otherwise presents potential value to a majority of your intended audience, the prospects look favorable for future success even if it takes time.
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ERICA SAMPSON
Exercise 2 stuck out to me the most, which was "Make a creativity board." I have currently decided to do precisely that. I just recently decided to speak into the existence of a business venture I am interested in. I am in the beginning stages of establishing a name for the business and a direction. I have so many ideas, but I am not quite sure how to begin. Creating a vision board will help me generate some of my thoughts and help me keep focus. "As your board evolves and becomes more focused, you will begin to recognize what is missing and imagine ways to fill the blanks and realize your vision" (Girard, 2011). I am going to school for leadership, which is what I would like my business to be tailored around. I have learned so far that leadership is defined around behavior and not a person. Clearly, anyone can become a leader, but it is their choice in that position that ultimately makes a difference.
I currently have a board on my wall, and there's a mixture of words that describe leadership and leaders who have influenced us throughout history. I plan on adding different goals and objectives I would like to achieve also. The vision board will be added on and taken off as I create more ideas and directions. With everything going on in the world, there is a clear divide. My innovative venture would be trying to find a way to bridge that divide and find unity. Not sure how exactly, but I would like to be the change agent that does. I want to connect with my audience in a fun and light way; therefore, they are more engaged and learning. This could be an innovative contribution that I figure out and utilize.
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