ERICA
When it comes to qualitative research, I have learned it can vary depending on the topic's need. "The number of interviews conducted for qualitative studies is correlated with cultural factors, implying the subjective nature of sample size" (Marshall, 2013, p. 1). My research topic is surrounding how we can reform the low-poverty communities. To make a difference, I need to determine where the problem lies. What happens once people leave the welfare roles is their potential bias that leads the participants away from resources, or maybe there is a lack of resources in their vicinity. There are numerous questions I have considered that could potentially help me find the missing gap in reforming the communities. For my study, I would prefer to survey participants within the community to provide feedback on their employment types, crime victimizations, or maybe health conditions. These are all critical topics to address in determining where the issue lies and how to make a difference. The feedback provided can shed light on the how and why of a particular problem or situation.  
For my study, I would prefer 10 to 50 participants. I like to interview people directly, but I'm not sure how realistic it would be in the timeframe I would need responses due to the current pandemic. "In terms of the interview design process, there are many decisions that must be carefully considered, such as who to interview, how many interviewees will be required, what type of interview to conduct, and how the interview data will be analyzed" (Qu, 2011, p. 2). Therefore, I will be initially relying on data I can receive from different sites, presenting documents that already researched the topic until I can figure out how to reach people myself. Upon selecting what sites to gain data from, I would need to review the questions to check on the quality of data, the study's scope and double-check the topic's nature. To make sure it correlates with mine and can be of use to my research topic. 
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NICHOLAS
Type of Study
For the study that I would conduct, I would utilize the ethnography methodology. In this approach, respondents are encouraged to respond to the interview questions in their own language, increasing the likeliness of reliable answers due to less formal restricting of wording, phrasing, and limiting the effect of researcher-participant bias (Bogdan, 1997).  This approach would facilitate understanding and create learning from a cultural standpoint of what subjects are experiencing in terms of disengagement from STEM industries ("Choosing a qualitative research approach," n.d.). 
State the factors you would consider in choosing participants for a study.
I would attempt to make sure that the population that I am choosing to study would be representative of the research intended population.  I would also randomly select the participants from a stratified qualified pool of potential participants, as I would want to reduce bias on my part or that of interviewers.  By randomly selecting the participants, we inherently reduce the potential for bias in the selection process. 
In particular, how would you go about deciding how many participants to interview given a particular methodology?
For this type of research, I would limit the amount of participants because fewer respondents might allow for longer survey/interviews and also allow for more reliable answers because the pool of qualified participants is limited.  I would add that researchers are usually operating within some form of time constraint, so having fewer respondents who are answering in their most natural language, could require the researcher to personally interpret what the respondent means in their answers. 
In addition, write about how you will select your participants for a possible study you are writing a proposal for in this course.
My plan is to study how to increase the number of minority students in the STEM industries, so I will look to interview students who are in middle school or high school. I will also seek to conduct qualitative interviews with them to find out their feelings about topics such as inclusion, acceptance, feelings of rejection, etc.  I will conduct random selection from a pool of qualified students who are of all races.  I would look to conduct research among all racial and ethnic groups to analyze possible discrimination in an absolute sense and a relative sense.
How many participants do you think you will need (support your answer)?
If possible, I’d like to create a study with about 25 students.
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