MALEC,
Hi Laninia-
Thank you for sharing:-) You did a great job providing a thick description of a newspaper article. I think students and novice researchers have the most difficult time in understanding what a thick description is, as there are so many different definitions that make the concept confusing. 
As Ponterroto (2006) described, "A thickly described Discussion section of a qualitative interview report successfully merges the participants’ lived experiences with the researcher’s interpretations of these experiences, thus creating thick meaning for the reader as well as for the participants and researcher (p. 547)".  Denzin (1989) showed the sequential link of “thick description” to “thick interpretation.” Thick descriptions require researchers to thickly or comprehensively describe a "social action, so that thick interpretations of the actions can be made, presented in written form, and made available to a wide audience of readers (Ponterroto, 2016, p. 542)". Without a “thick description,” “thick interpretation” is not possible and will lack credibility.
What are your thoughts on utilizing thick description in order to obtain thick interpretations? The following video might be helpful:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMZbZbQNZe4 (Links to an external site.)[image: ]
Take care,
Dr. Malec
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NICHOLAS
I had never heard of cultural dimensions, that is, a way to compare the cultures, attitudes and beliefs of an entire country before.  I came across Hofstede's cultural dimensions and this concept caused me to evaluate how entire countries could be analyzed through the lens of socio-economic factors as well as how entire countries were molded and shaped according to their collective beliefs ("Compare countries," 2017).  It is difficult to understand how similar human beings can be to each other, although there are unique differences between individuals in any society, groups tend to behave according to aggregate best practices, safety, and profitability.  
One of the most interesting aspects of Hofstede's theorem is that culture is something that can be created, due to its inherent nature as a form of group think or group mentality.  Managers and administrators can decide which elements of a culture they would like to create and instill in constituents, and then incorporate those belief, customs, and character traits as merits and ideals for the group as a whole.  This has powerful implications for groups as it suggests that individuals can be largely controlled by facilitating the creation of norms and unspoken rules, that can be unquestionable followed. Deviance from these norms can also be negatively reinforced not just by managers, but also members of the group itself.  Even if the norms are wrong, individuals can be largely controlled and regulated to follow rules they do not understand, by other members who probably don't understand why they are following the same set of unspoken rules as well.  
Finally, multi-culturalism is a cultural ideal that can be implemented according to Geert Hofstede (Insights, n.d.).  This can be accomplished by helping teams understand that they stand to benefit from the collective strengths of different team members, being able to leverage the divergent intelligences and myriad cultural traits present instead of one way of problem-solving and working collaboratively. 
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APRIL WHITE
Recently, my mom gave my daughter a memo pad and a workbook as she has been struggling with some emotional stuff as a result of her father and I getting a divorce and the reasons behind the divorce. My mom must have given her one of the many memo pads she has laying around the house. My mom is known for her regular journaling as part of her meditative practices. As my daughter flipped through the pages, she found something written. I took it and read it, I read it multiple times. At first, I thought that perhaps it was a poem or a dream journal entry. Then, I came to the realization that it was a goodbye letter. She was writing a draft of what one day her children would read after she passed away. As I read line by line, trying to wrap my head around what I was reading I had one major question. Was she sick? The draft was dated over two years in the past, so that was not a likely situation. Or at least I had hoped that was the case. The lines rang true with the sentiment that my mom had often shared about her beliefs of what happened when you die. “We are just energy” she would say. “Energy doesn’t go away, but sometimes it changes form.” In this letter, she told her children that she loves us and did so in her poetic way. After reading the letter many times and realizing what it was, I knew that it was not intended for me to have read it, at least not yet. But I was so distraught with the possibility that she was sick and keeping it from her children that I could not help myself but to call her. I spoke with her and told her what my daughter had found and read to her some of the lines. She confirmed that it was apparently one of many drafts of her goodbye letter to her children. I was incredibly happy to find out that she is not sick, just trying to prepare for the inevitable and leave behind some love and light for her children.
Hennink et al. (2011) explains that a thick description includes details around looking for the meaning on an individual basis, not looking for cultural norms. As I read the letter, I considered the possible outcomes of what this letter could have been. I considered the way in which my mom expresses herself. While this was a very personal experience, I feel it was an experience that truly fit with the discussion topic.  
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