MELISSA DAVIS
Hello Dr. Malec and Classmates,
Comparison of Qualitative and Quantitative Research
Qualitative Research
Research is important to closing the information gap on specific topics and ideas. Qualitative research is focused on finding the how and why of the problem or issue and how the researcher may add to the resolution of the issue. A very important aspect of qualitative research is the ability of the researcher to be able to understand the point of view of the participants in the most naturalistic environment where the issue or problem is occurring (Hennink, Hutter, & Bailey, 2011). This allows the researcher to understand how the factors within the environment or natural setting can potentially impact the data for the researcher.
Quantitative Research
The second type of research that can be performed is quantitative research. Quantitative research can be defined as research that starts with a hypothesis or question about a particular topic that needs to be answered. The researcher typically tests a larger amount of participants through the use of various methods such as surveys and compiles more data-driven research. Unlike qualitative research where the research studies usually a smaller more focused group of people that are experiencing a particular issue.
Interpretive and Positivist Paradigms
Positivist paradigms normally are based around a hypothesis and are commonly used when the quantitative research method is being applied. Scientists would describe positive paradigms as the “scientific method approach” (Hennink, Hutter, & Bailey, 2011). Interpretive paradigms are commonly used when researchers apply a qualitative approach to their research. This paradigm takes into consideration the environment and backgrounds and the effects that it has on the participants within the research (Hennink, Hutter, & Bailey, 2011).
Ontological, Epistemological, and Methodological Approaches
In Qualitative research, an ontological approach is based on the beliefs of the researcher and becomes the basis of the questions that they design within their research. The epistemological approach in qualitative research is based on a philosophy that directs the formulation of the questions being researched. The methodological approach is based around a particular theory that is applied throughout the qualitative research being performed (Hennink, Hutter, & Bailey, 2011).
As I review the focus topic for my dissertation I feel that I relate and will apply a quantitative research approach. I will need to study a large group of participants and will collect data based primarily on surveys and interviews.
Sincerely,
Melissa Davis
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Nancy Durousseau
Quantitative research is done when a researcher wants to test a hypothesis or theory. This can be done by taking numerical data or mathematics. This type of research is specific in detail. Qualitative research is done when a researcher wants to understand thoughts, experiences, or concepts to a theory or story. This type of research is flexible and can be done in general terms (Hand, 2014). The comparison is both use various types of methods to come up with conclusions to research. Research is done to investigate a theory or hypothesis. When a topic is given that is when the research is done to make conclusions o see if the theory is true or false. The idea is to have an understanding of how something works and solve the mystery behind it.
 
A positivist researcher forms an explanation of the research. The researcher sees themselves as an outsider who has no personal bias affecting the research results. A positivist researcher shares their understanding of the world and how they perceive it.
 
Types of philosophies
Interpretive researchers have more of an inside approach to research. While the positivist looks at themselves as an outsider the interpretive researcher looks at themselves as an insider with connections to others to enrich the perspective of the world they see. They interpret the world as they see it through the eyes of others as well as themselves. They use what they learn through their research and share it with others (Xiaohong, 2012). The interpretive researcher uses action research which is observing their actions and improving it, using questionnaires to gain information, observations, and finally interviews. The interpretive researcher gives detail and interprets their research while the positivist gives an understanding of their research. Methodological philosophy
 
Epistemological research is a branch of philosophy that studies knowledge. It investigates the nature, methods, origins, and limits of knowledge. It involves an awareness of reality and how it is perceived.
 
The methodology is based on logical and coherent schemes based on beliefs, views, and values that guide research. The methodology could be visualized as a spectrum from a quantitative approach to a qualitative approach. The study methods applied are within a type of discipline approach.
When I write my dissertation I will use the Qualitative research approach. I feel this will give me the freedom to express more in my research and not limit me to numbers and numerical data. I want to make sure I do a lot of research and give logical and scientific views that will enhance the research. 
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