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World War 1
	World War I, which began in July 1914 to 1918, was as a result of several interrelated factors, including conflicts and hostility that various countries had experienced in the previous four decades before the onset of the war. Precisely, several historians believe that the long-term causes of the war included imperialism, alliances, militarism, and nationalism. Being one of the most studied topics in history, scholars have had significantly different interpretations of the primary cause of the war. In as much as the causes of the war were intertwined, I think alliances were the major long-term cause of the First World War, as elaborated below.
	In the years before the beginning of World War 1, European nations were constantly forming alliances arguably to strengthen their powers. To begin with, the first alliance to be established was the Central Powers. After several military victories between 1862-1871, Otto Von Bismarck, Prussian Chancellor, formed from several small principalities, a German state (Wilde, 2020). However, he later feared that neighboring nations, specifically Austria-Hungary and France, may destroy the German state. As a result, Bismarck advocated for a series of alliances and foreign policy decisions that would eventually stabilize power in entire Europe. Without the preceding, Bismarck knew another continental war was unavoidable.
	Bismarck's perception led to the formation of a dual alliance, which was between Germany and Austria-Hungary in 1879. Before that, the coalition was formed between Germany, Russia, and Austria-Hungary and named Three Emperors League, only for Russia to withdraw in 1878. In consequence, the Dual Alliance parties, Germany and Austria-Hungary, promised to support each other in case Russia would attack any of them or if Russia would assist any other nation that would be at war with them.
	Another Alliance that possibly led to the WWI is the triple alliance formed between Dual Alliance parties and Italy to strengthen their bond. In their collaboration, the three nations vowed to support each other, if any, were to be attacked by France (Wilde, 2020). Furthermore, they pledged that the alliance would come to aid should any member nation find itself at war with two or more nations at the same time. Italy that was considered the weakest country among the three members, however, insisted on a final clause that could annul the deal if the aggressor was one of the Triple Alliance members. To that end, Italy, together with France, signed an agreement allowing support in case Germany attacked it.
	Another major error scholars argue to have led to WWI is the lapse of the Russian 'Reinsurance treaty' with Germany. Bismarck had signed a reinsurance treaty with Russia to avoid fighting on two fronts. In the deal, they stated that both nations to remain neutral if it was to be involved in a war with other nations. The Russians had wanted the treaty to last as long as possible, however, it only lasted until 1890 when Bismarck’s successors allowed it to lapse. Notably, in a few years after Bismarck’s tenure, much of the diplomacy he had considered critical to Germany were undone, making the nation surrounded by hostile powers.
	The formation of the Triple Entente Alliance was, arguably, one of the significant causes of WWI. Great Britain being concerned about threats rival powers posed, it pledged military support with France in the Entente Cordiale of 1904. It also went ahead, three years later, and signed another similar agreement with Russia. With that said, the three nations formed the Triple Entente, which fought the Triple Alliance when nationalists assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife in Austria. Germany had felt threatened with Triple Entente as it posed a threat to the nation (Williamson Jr, 2011); therefore, a war that lasted longer than they anticipated, was inevitable.
	Although several factors led to the start of WWI, historians believe that the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the single event that led to WWI. Franz Ferdinand, born in Graz, Austria, was the son of Archduke Karl Ludwig and a member of Hapsburg, rulers of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Holy Roman Empire, and the Spanish Empire. He was to be given the throne by Emperor Franz Joseph, an act the Emperor did unwillingly with the fact that Ferdinand married Sophia Chotek, who was not a member of a reigning or formerly reigning dynasty of Europe as was required of the successor. Franz, however, stated that no descendant of Ferdinand should succeed the throne.
	Austria-Hungary comprised of different ethnic groups who were not in harmony with each other on political and religious issues. Surprisingly, they hated Hapsburgs more than they hated themselves; this, on the surface, explains their hate for Ferdinand. While maintaining an alliance with Germany, he tried to restore Austro-Russian relations, an idea that was not taken well by other Austrians. He was later assassinated in Bosnia by nationalist, Princip after he considered forming a federal government of 16 states an idea which was in direct conflict with the Serbian nationalists.
Historians consider his assassination the “spark” of the war following the context under which it occurred (Hjembo, 2014). The killing, Hjembo asserts, despite being conducted by revolutionaries withing Austria-Hungary, was masterminded by Serbia. Therefore, they wanted to eliminate the Serbian threat without a more extensive war, a gamble that proved catastrophic and sparked WWI. The world, sadly, went into battle after hardliners in Austria-Hungary found the opportunity to declare war on Serbia, activating the available complex web of alliances in which Russia was the first to react.
Another recognizable world leader during the WWI was Kaiser Wilhelm II, the German Emperor, and Prussian king, who ruled between 1888 to 1918. Wilhelm being Queen Victoria’s firstborn grandchild, was set to become the monarch. Prussian leadership shaped his political childhood when it formed the  German Empire in 1871, making him the second in line to become both an emperor and a King. Unfortunately, Wilhelm's emotions damaged his political position by meddling in German foreign policy resultantly leading in inconsistency and incoherence in German relations. Also, historians argue he made several blunders the worst being The Daily Telegram affair in which he offended the British by saying that their English was mad.
Wilhelm was influential for the starting of WWI after he signed an order for German mobilization. The law allowed Germany to declare war against France and Russia in the first week of August 1914. Scholars, however, reports that Wilhelm unwillingly signed the order because of pressure from his generals. It is for that reason that historians argue that he did not actively seek war (Editors, 2010). Nonetheless, his open enjoyment of the Supreme War Lord title and verbal outbursts were some of the causes of the war. Political leaders and army leaders later abdicated Wilhelm, and he went into exile in the Netherlands in 1918 till his death in 1941.
	WWI causes, reinstated, were intertwined and differed sustainably according to different historians. The formation of alliances, however, seems to be the most critical long-term cause of WWI. The alliances surrounding Germany, for instance, made it feel threatened of its existence and governance. On the other hand, other causes of the war also existed, which included Ferdinand's assassination and the political leadership of influential leaders like Wilhelm as discussed above.
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