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The purpose of this paper is to compare and analyze the top two drug-store/pharmacy industry giants, Walgreens Boots Alliance, Inc. (WBD) and CVS Health, Inc. (CVS). The paper will analyze each company’s financial strengths and weaknesses, as well as compare operating philosophies, and analyze the most recent financial statements and determine which controls the drugstore market share in all majority of the metropolitan cities of the United States.70 of the top 100 U.S. metro areas, according to Barclays Research. This analysis will help in determining which of the drug-store industrygiants is the most viable company to purchase stock and which holds the most amount of risk.

Discussion
After careful analysis of both companies. Both offer safe, sound investments. WBD and CVS have continued to show growth over the past several years maintaining their top positions in the drug-store/pharmacy industry. My examination of the 2018-2019 annual financial reports enclosed support my recommendation of purchasing WBD’s stock for long-term investment. WBD’s performance offers an overall safer investment appeal providing better earnings per share and dividend yield.  
Both WBD and CVS hold a great deal of market share while WBD having 9,560 stores in all 50 states of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands. CVS has over 9,800 stores in all states but Wisconsin.
I will first give a brief background of the drug-store/pharmacy industry, 
provide an overview of WBD and CVS’s growth, their products and services added to enhance market share, strategic goals each company is striving to achieve, and show the major financial breaking points reached in the last year.We will alsocompare each company’s annual financial statements by analyzing the income statement and balance sheet. Next, we look at the effects of the each on the communities being that combined they hold well over 50% of the market share in this industry. These analyses will show why my recommendation is for the purchase of the WBD stock.
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