 Assignment 1: Research Guidelines

Complete the following assignment by filling in all pertinent areas of research.  You will need to utilize SPSS and the GSS dataset for this assignment. You should complete this assignment using the variables and topic that you have chosen for your Final Portfolio Project.  You will then be able to follow this as a guide as well as a check-point with your instructor.  It is essential that you read through all of the feedback regardless of your score.  You will be required to submit: 

1. This word document with blanks filled and SPSS outputs inserted.  Throughout the assignment you will see places where your tables, charts, and graphs can be placed.  
2. An SPSS output file (spv) with this assignment for credit.
You may need to go back through the document to address formatting issues that may shift as you begin to input your data.  Points will be deducted for sloppiness.  Please treat this as a professional outline used for a proposal.  Use a different, but legible, color font for your responses.
This assignment is to completed and submitted no later than the Sunday of week 3 by 11:55pm ET.  This assignment is worth 60 points.  Save the word file as follows [your last name_SOCI332_A1] and submit it to the dropbox for feedback. Label the SPV file as [your last name_SOCI332_A1output]
(A) My Purpose (research question) (     /5 pts)
My research question is:  .Are blacks able to overcome prejudice without favor?_____________________________________________​_____.
I chose this topic because of the strong racial divide that exist in society right now due to the injustices that African Americans face. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
(B) All About GSS 2016 data (     /5 pts) ***Reference Lesson 1 and http://gss.norc.org/faq***
1. Who are the participants? Americans are chosen to participate and it is one random selected member of a household who meets the requirements.________________________________________________________________________
2. What population does the sample represent? ​​​​The target population of the GSS is adults (18+) living in households in the United Sates. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. Who is funding the research? _ The National Science Foundation (NSF) -- the NSF is an independent agency of the U.S. Government.  __________________________________________________
4. When was the data collected? _2018_________________________________________________
5. How was the data collected? __Data is collected by face to face interviews, computer assisted personal interviewing or by telephone. ____________________________________________

(C) Variables (You are expected to have only one dependent variable (DV) and one independent variable (IV). (     /10 pts)

My IV(s): Provide information for the IV using the format below. 

IV Variable name in SPSS: ___RACE_
IV Question (as asked to the respondent verbatim) Race of respondents.
IV Answer categories: __White, Black, other
IV Level of Measurement (nominal, ordinal, interval/ratio): Nominal
My DV: Provide information for the DV using the format below.
DV variable name in SPSS:  ____ WRKWAYUP __________________________

DV Question (as asked to the respondent verbatim)- _Blacks overcome prejudice without favor
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DV Answer categories: ___Agree Strongly, Agree Somewhat, Neither Agree nor disagree, disagree somewhat, disagree strongly.
DV Level of Measurement (nominal, ordinal, interval/ratio): ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​nominal
(D) Frequency Tables (     /10 pts) 

Run frequencies for each variable listed above.  Summarize your findings in a paragraph or two below.  What do the counts and valid percents tell you about each variable? Cite numbers in the frequency tables to support your conclusion. Be sure to insert your tables (copy and paste from SPSS) into this document.
[Insert SPSS frequency tables here] 

	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors

	
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	AGREE STRONGLY
	679
	23.7
	36.4
	36.4

	
	AGREE SOMEWHAT
	486
	17.0
	26.1
	62.5

	
	NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE
	297
	10.4
	15.9
	78.4

	
	DISAGREE SOMEWHAT
	205
	7.2
	11.0
	89.4

	
	DISAGREE STRONGLY
	198
	6.9
	10.6
	100.0

	
	Total
	1865
	65.1
	100.0
	

	Missing
	IAP
	979
	34.1
	
	

	
	DK
	14
	.5
	
	

	
	NA
	9
	.3
	
	

	
	Total
	1002
	34.9
	
	

	Total
	2867
	100.0
	
	


	Race of respondent

	
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	WHITE
	52033
	80.3
	80.3
	80.3

	
	BLACK
	9187
	14.2
	14.2
	94.5

	
	OTHER
	3594
	5.5
	5.5
	100.0

	
	Total
	64814
	100.0
	100.0
	


The table shows valid data for just black and white races and has all other races included in the other category. The column labeled frequency list the actual number of those who participated and were selected to response. The percent list the actual percentages of the total amount of those who answered the DV questions. The valid number represents the amount that is not missing. Without them, each category percent will increase drastically. The table shows us that whites consisted of most of the respondents with 42,846 more who participated in the survey. In percentages, there are 80.3% valid values from white respondents. The fourth column is labeled “cumulative percent” which gives us the frequency distribution and is calculated within each interval. 
(E) Graphs and Charts (     /6 pts)
Run the appropriate graphs/charts for each of your variables listed above.  Summarize your findings briefly in a paragraph or two.  Cite numbers in the graph/charts to support your conclusion. How does the visual representation help us understand the data? Include a title on each of your charts and other pertinent labels.  
[Insert SPSS graphs/charts here] 
    Based on the information in the Bar charts, most of the respondents surveyed strgonly agreed with my DV. And of those respondents, the race of white people had more participants. The X-axis is my DV and the Y-axis gives us the frequency. 
[image: image1.png]Frequency

600

20

AGREE
STRONGLY

Blacks overcome prejudice without favors

AGREE NEITHER AGREE DISAGREE
SOMEWHAT NOR DISAGREE SOMEWHAT

Blacks overcome prejudice without favors

DISAGREE
STRONGLY




[image: image2.png]Frequency

2500

WHITE

Race of respondent

BLACK

Race of respondent

OTHER




(F) Measures of Central Tendency and Dispersion (     /10 pts)   

Run the measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode) and dispersion (variance, standard deviation) for each of your variables. Summarize your findings briefly in a paragraph or two. Which measures are appropriate for nominal, ordinal, or interval/ratio variables? What do these measures tell us about each variable?
[Insert SPSS output here] 

	Statistics

	
	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors
	Race of respondent

	N
	Valid
	1865
	2867

	
	Missing
	1002
	0

	Mean
	2.33
	1.36

	Median
	2.00
	1.00

	Mode
	1
	1


	Statistics

	
	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors
	Race of respondent

	N
	Valid
	1865
	2867

	
	Missing
	1002
	0

	Std. Deviation
	1.345
	.652

	Variance
	1.808
	.425

	Range
	4
	2


 The N in each table represents the data that I have entered and the number represents the data for each variable. For the mean, median and mode…you can see all of the measures of central tendency and are all reported in the top portion of our statistic box. The mean for my DV is 2.33, while the mean for my IV is 1.36. For the measures of dispersion, you can see that the standard deviation is 1.345 and .652 and the range is 4 and 2. The variance is 1.808 and .425. 
(G) Recoding (     /10 pts)   

Choose one of your variables to recode. If you have an interval/ratio variable, you may recode it into an ordinal variable. If you have two nominal/ordinal variables, recode the one with the most categories into fewer categories, or check with your instructor on the best option.
 [Insert the following items: SPSS syntax for the recoding process; the frequency table for the original variable; and the frequency table for the recoded variable]  

RECODE WRKWAYUP (5=4) INTO blkovercome.

VARIABLE LABELS  blkovercome 'blacks'.

EXECUTE.

FREQUENCIES VARIABLES=WRKWAYUP

  /STATISTICS=RANGE MINIMUM MAXIMUM MODE

  /ORDER=ANALYSIS.

Included SPV file (SPSS output of all syntax tables and charts) – (     /4)    
	Statistics

	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors  

	N
	Valid
	1865

	
	Missing
	1002


	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors

	
	Frequency
	Percent
	Valid Percent
	Cumulative Percent

	Valid
	AGREE STRONGLY
	8228
	12.7
	41.5
	41.5

	
	AGREE SOMEWHAT
	5623
	8.7
	28.4
	69.9

	
	NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE
	2642
	4.1
	13.3
	83.2

	
	DISAGREE SOMEWHAT
	1932
	3.0
	9.7
	93.0

	
	DISAGREE STRONGLY
	1395
	2.2
	7.0
	100.0

	
	Total
	19820
	30.6
	100.0
	

	Missing
	IAP
	44647
	68.9
	
	

	
	DK
	267
	.4
	
	

	
	NA
	80
	.1
	
	

	
	Total
	44994
	69.4
	
	

	Total
	64814
	100.0
	
	


	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors  * Race of household Crosstabulation

	Count  

	
	Race of household
	Total

	
	WHITE
	BLACK
	AMER INDIAN
	ASIATIC, ORIENTAL
	OTHER, MIXED
	

	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors
	AGREE STRONGLY
	534
	87
	6
	14
	36
	677

	
	AGREE SOMEWHAT
	367
	56
	3
	10
	48
	484

	
	NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE
	207
	50
	2
	9
	27
	295

	
	DISAGREE SOMEWHAT
	140
	33
	2
	2
	26
	203

	
	DISAGREE STRONGLY
	112
	68
	1
	3
	13
	197

	Total
	1360
	294
	14
	38
	150
	1856


	Case Processing Summary

	
	Cases

	
	Valid
	Missing
	Total

	
	N
	Percent
	N
	Percent
	N
	Percent

	Blacks overcome prejudice without favors  * Race of household
	1856
	64.7%
	1011
	35.3%
	2867
	100.0%


