Week_00 Discussion
What is Architecture?
 
Hi everyone,
Welcome to Arch 101!  Please introduce yourself by telling us your name, year (freshman, sophomore, junior, etc.) major, and how you see it intersecting with the discipline of architecture; how does architecture play a role in your area of study, and how does your area of study influence architecture? 
This semester we will be exploring "what is architecture?" by analyzing past and present architectural precedents.  In this week's discussion, in addition to answering the question above, we ask that you read the following article by Architect and Designer Steven Holl and post your own answer to the question, "what is architecture?".
Summarize your thoughts in 150 words (minimum) or more. Once you've told us about your interesting ideas, read some of your peer's interesting posts, and respond to two of them with a minimum of 50 words. 

 First peer post
 Hi, my name is Karan. I am a student from UW-Madison in my 4th year. Currently, I am studying computer science. We, in computer science, also have the concept of abstraction as we form concepts on whiteboards to real life, like the website you are using right now.
 
Architecture is usable art. It boosts the spirit of the place.
It is an art and engineering. They are the ones who will enhance a human's life by using spaces to build functionality and also create emotion. If the environment or space is a living room, it should feel cozy and comfortable at a single glance. Likewise, if architects build a swimming pool, one should feel that urge to swim. There are multiple effects an architect can enhance by using elements such as form and space. Light/shadows, sound/peace, heat/cooling, etc. can be played with only blocks of bricks; Wood in the United States. Ever feel nostalgic for a place when you returned back to it? It might be the "music" that the architect was conceptualizing. 
P.s. - By the way, I make music and my father is an architect.

Second peer post
Hi, My name is Carson Huber. I am a sophomore at UWM, and currently pursuing a business degree. Right now I'm officially an accounting major, but that is subject to change.  Business intersects with architecture because architecture itself can be a business. Businesses also require facilities to operate in, which of course means architecture. However, business hasn't necessarily had a positive effect on architecture. Since business is oriented around function and results, mundane buildings with even more mundane and repetitive interiors are common. Some businesses have strived to make their workplace more aesthetically welcoming but the norm is still a sea of cubicles. 
To me, architecture is an art form with a unique set of constraints. While most art forms are only valued for their artistic qualities, architecture must serve a specific purpose, remain structurally sound, and then manage to be aesthetically pleasing while meeting  those criteria. It is definitely a unique challenge.




