Week 5 Topic Proposal and Summary

This week’s goal is to begin collecting information and planning for the final Commentary essay by reading, thinking, and engaging with your topic. As you determine your topic, you’ll want to be sure it’s viable by understanding the perspectives within it and determining what unique angle you can offer to the conversation. Under each prompt or question below, provide detailed information about your topic.
1. What is your chosen topic, and how did you come across it? Why is it interesting to you? What do you personally hope to gain or accomplish by writing about this topic? In this section, define your topic and explain where you first heard about it (i.e. local newspaper, website, etc.). Reflect on how or why your background, motivations, needs, or interests inspired your curiosity about this topic, and consider how the topic relates to your overall goals for writing.
[Insert your response in one to two paragraphs here.]
2. Provide a brief summary of the topic. Explain the current issues surrounding the topic and share at least two different positions on the topic. As this is a summary, this section should be written in your own words; however, you must first conduct research to complete this section. Find at least two sources that offer differing perspectives on this topic and summarize their points of view. In your summary, also explain who the author or publishing organization is and how he, she, or it relates to the topic. Although we will be learning more about APA style next week, use Chapter 28 in your textbook and our APA class tutorials to provide full references for both sources.
[Insert your response in two to three paragraphs here. Additionally, provide full APA references for two sources.]
3. What specific issue will you write about within the larger topic, and what unique angle will you provide?
[Insert your response in two to three sentences here.]
4. Define your audience. Who are they, and what are their needs, motivations, and influences? In what ways will you need to structure your writing to appeal to them? Analyze the groups and individuals who are reading and writing on your chosen topic. Work to define who they are and how their backgrounds will dictate your writing approach.
[Insert your response in two to three paragraphs here.]


· An introduction that catches reader’s attention, provides an overview of the topic, and presents a new or unique angle on a current event
· A thesis that transitions from the introduction to the body and clearly provides the writer’s position on the topic; the thesis should be debatable, meaning others may disagree or have a different perspective
· Discussion of background and other perspectives within the larger conversation, represented through integration of research
· Body paragraphs that explain, support, and answer the promise of the thesis statement
· Effective use of author tags, direct quotes, summary, and paraphrases
· Proper APA style for in-text citation and an end References page
Additional Requirements
· Three complete body pages (double-spaced), plus title page and reference page
· Essay typed and submitted as a Microsoft Word 2010 document (.docx), with 12-point font and APA formatting for margins, title page, running heads, and page numbers; please be sure to review the formatting in the APA paper and title page tutorial
· Integration of a minimum of two credible sources
Don't forget to submit your assignment for grading.
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