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cemerged at the end of the war “;\‘ little evident durip,
.md}ndcd with Japan. In l‘)..\l Japan invaded )
cat War peace, and the United States conclyg,
bs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Between 193] and 194z
: ded wel ast Asia. By 1941 World War II was atruly ] -
e mnﬂk‘.]"cw‘:l:’::d‘t;nm east Asia and the Pacific to Europe, north Afric, JIT\;):’hV
- S o5 Sprea S , s .
:t‘l‘ml'lni)\(:l::{klu;u and small n.\[i()n.s from A\<Tl‘l9v1 -?‘”{1‘1]\ ‘ \".“vlgl':lf"”[":T At}'ma. An:j
Australia came into close contact for the d\”l‘mfm_‘l”,‘ (‘\v\;\ M»W L_}un‘d 1t immepg,
geographic scope, World War II exceeded even the Great War (1914-1913, in
demonstrating the willingness J !
other resources to achieve complete victory. In this total war, f(mmycrs with enemics
occupiers, and liberators affected populations around the world. \\orlq War I rede.
fined gender roles and relations between ff’lnllh\l peoples J.lld their masters, 5
women contributed to their nations’ war efforts and as colonial peoples exploited
the war’s weakening of imperial nations. The cold war and the atomic age that began
almost as soon as World War II ended complicated the task of recovering economic
health and psychological security, but they also brought forth institutions, program,
and policies that promoted global reconstruction. New sets of allies and newly inde-
pendent nations emerged after the war, signaling that a new global order had arisen
The United States and the Soviet Union in particular gained geopolitical strength
during the carly years of the cold war as they competed for global influence, and pre
viously colonial peoples constructed sovereign states as European empires crumbled
under the pressures of another global conflagration.
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ORIGINS OF WORLD WAR II

In 1941 two major alliances squared off against each other. Japan, Germany, and
Taly, along with their conquered territories, formed the Axis powers, the name of the
alighment between Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy that had been formed in Octobxr
193‘6. The term was used later to include Germany’s other allies in World War Il e
P CCIall)"]apan_ The Allied powers included France and its empire; Great Britain and
its empire and Commonwealth allies (such as Canada, Australia, and New Zealand):
the Soviet Union; China; and the United S callies ‘1 i r\munca,ﬂ“
construction of these grand global il tates and its allies in L m. e 193
and early 19405, global alliances took place over the course 0
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Japan’
Thp‘"'s War in China
e global confli :
nflict opened with Japan’s attacks on China in the 1930s: the conquest
d 1932 was the first step in the revisionist process of
battle continued between supporters

of -
exx::d“_lm between 1931 an
MW;%mSm and aggression. Wi
ofthe m‘;;:ts of th‘c aggressive policies adopte
i the militarist position dominated, and for the most part civilians lost
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Japanese forces used methods of warfare lhu led to mass death and suffer;
new, almost unimagimblc level. Chinese civilians were among the first to fe fh\u on
al bombing of urban centers; the people of Shanghai died by [;kll the
apanese bombers attacked the city to soften Chinese ‘_?‘ tens of
as the Rape of Nanjing demonstrated the h“l'r(,r'“{:'“_“‘”‘“
victims of Japanese troops inflamed by w u‘»tp‘;“r‘l\
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ainst civilians an

fects of a
thousands when J
What became known
the residents of Nanjing became
and a sense of racial superiority. Over the course of two months, Japanese
raped seven thousand women, murdered hundreds of thousands of un ;r S-L o
and civilians, and burned one-third of the homes in Nanjing. Four ]; o g
sand Chinese lost their lives as Japanese soldiers used them T:yx' bav ‘llndrcd thou
machine-gunned them into open pits. 4yonet practice and
; Vl)t‘sPitc Japanese military successes and the subsequent Japanese occupati
Chinese lf\nfis‘ Chinese resistance persisted throughout the w ui ~] “ "‘k&llpannn i
aroused fcclm:q,s of nationalism among the (ihincu:~ that cnnnn‘u i"l‘ﬂncsc aggression
wore on. By September 1937 nationalists and communists IL\(;(\L:;EL:(:; “:fhc “J{
front™ policy Jgain.\thrhc ].\p.mcsrl.lIllxlx::rd

lers

ority, they tied down half the Japanese
army, 750,000 soldiers, by 1941.

§ Throughout the war, the coalition
of nationalists and communists threat
ened to fall apart. Although neither side
was willing to risk open civil war, the 1Yo
groups engaged in numerous military
clashes as their forces competed for <
trol of enemy territory and for pnlitiﬂl
control within China. These clashes
dered Chinese resistance less effective
While the nationalists shied away fio”
direct military confrontation with th¢
stronger Japanese forces and kept 1
_Guomindang, government alive by f"m..
ing inland to Chongqing, th¢ Chin
communists carried on gucrrill-\ ""cf:v
tions against the Japanese inV o ‘J‘s.
ing air force and artillery, L'"'“"“',"'nv
guerrillas staged hit-and-run © ‘?‘-«i
from their mountain bases: s {:ct'
bridges and railroads, e
Japanese troops. The gu::rri"‘“d
defeat the Japanese, but the
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The J ]l\nn S A met with intense International opp
(his time JAPAR \ her path—and it was an auspic i
Jack on the international system. Other world po kel

e wers, distracte SDE
ilitary aggression in Europe, could offer little in the w stracted by depression and

i The'o ; ay of an effective re 7
-se actions. The governme ective response t
Lise i Ital lmm of Japan aligned itself with the other ot
S ermany ar taly, b o > - cr revisionist
pations, Germa i , by signing a ten-year military and cc ‘
1‘npmi(c Pact, in September ary and economic pact, the

940. Japan also cleare
puilding in Asia and the Paci Rt e

basin by concluding a neutrali '

Union in April 1941, thereby precluding hmlilu:c‘: <‘\|‘1‘\\:‘1‘\'::‘1‘1:k‘r\:“ ““I? ‘hﬁ \;’\M
Manchuria. Japan did not face determined opposition to its ex nn:x(())m‘ “Pltlkj'-“ 1\. in
ber 1941, when conflict with the United States created a ;\\\;c‘l; hrmnil-m;“l el luun
son for Japan and its growing empire ader field of ac-

[talian and German Aggression

Jualy’s expansionism helped destabilize the post-Great War peace and spread World
War I1 to the European continent. Italians suffered tremendously in World War I
§ix hundred thousand Italian soldiers died, and the national economy never recov-

ered sufficiently for Italy to function as an equal to other European military and eco-
nomic powers. Many Italians expected far greater recompense and respect than they
received at the conclusion of the Great War. Rather than being treated as a real part
ner in victory by Britain and France, Italy found itself shut out of the divisions of the
territorial spoils of war.

Benito Mussolini promised to bring glory to Italy through the acquisition of ter-
fitories that it had been denied after the Great War, Traly’s conquest of Ethiopia in
1935 and 1936, when added to the previously annexed Libya, created an overseas
empire. Iraly also intervened in the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) on the side of

NEW CONFLAGRATIONS: WORLD WAR 11

Italy

1035




- ‘ |
|014 TO THE PRESENT

1036 PARTVI

Germany

EALIGNMENTS
»ORARY GLOBAL RE
e 975), whose militarists overthrew the po.

ot e Al‘; 39. (Mussolini viewed Albaniy 4 Public,
e e B ) Th sion and conquest of Eg} a lwrML;x
B o it (‘v the Balkans.) The invasion an invasion of M UOpia iy, Py
lru-,\d for expansion u;](cl D gl en e ‘ . “mh“rm. :

ticular mhll"l\lu{ “[I'r'urt‘d little effective ”Pl’f"llmn e
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e n(l G lives. Despite its victories in Ethiopia, Italy’s prospects o
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Ethiopians lost
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as bright as Japan’s, especially since few Italians yay .o

cared quite 3
ppeared q ar vears, Italy played a diplomatic game thy,

glory never aF D

o a0 to war. Throughout the interwar y ' fiflorn

0 go' tions guessing as to 1ts future intentions, but by 38 it w

kept European nations guessing

on the side of the Axis g
Japan and Italy were the fi

through territorial conquest, but it W

Qs firm}y

rst nations to challenge the post-World War [ settlemenyg
as Germany that systematically undid the Treay of

Versailles and the fragile peace of the interwar years Most Germans and their poliicy
Jeaders deeply resented the harsh terms imposed on their nation in 1919, but evep the
governments of other European nations eventually recognized the extreme nature of
:hc Versailles Treaty’s terms and turned a blind eye to the revisionist actions of Adolf

Hitler (1889-1945) and his government. Hitler came to power in 1933, riding a waye
of public discontent with Germany’s postwar position of power essness and the suffer
ing caused by the Great Depression. Hitler referred to the s 1g of the 1918 armistice
as the “November crime” and blamed it on those he viewed as Germany’s internal ene-
s, communists, and liberals of all sorts. Neighboring European states—Poland,
France, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Hungary, and Austria—also shared in the blame.
Hitler’s scheme for ridding Germany of its enemies and reasserting its power was remili-

tarization—which was legally denied to Germany under the Versailles Treaty. Germany's
dictator abandoned the peaceful efforts of his predecessors to case the provisions of the
treaty and proceeded unilaterally to destroy it step-by-step. Hitler’s aggressive foreign
pn}iu_’ helped relieve the German public’s feeling of war shame and depression trauma
After withdrawing Germany from the League of Nations in 1933, his government car
m'fi out a .n'ussi\'z: p‘lan to strengthen the German armed forces. Hitler reinstated
:::\I\Lrcsi::]l:l‘llllmn;ciiu-}\(hlfnlt‘;‘lﬁs?.; .mbd in the f()!lo\\'ing year his troops entered thc. .prk‘;ll
Spﬂx‘lish Civl W iy 1 t‘at ordered I-r.‘mcc. (Jcr.nmin  joined with l.nly inthe

ar, where Hitler’s troops, especially the air force, honed their skills In
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At the Munich Conference held in Se,

2 . - Ptember 1938
“:\ ted the V‘)hc). et k‘,‘-mc o kl.m“." B -‘PPC‘\\:]mlcl):h:\“.]nmc“” politicians formu-  Peace for Our Time
- alys France, Great Britain, and Germany, the meeting re ,mndm by representatives of
.. thl e rc\'lh"_""'“ ﬁplA\vlc had decided to deal with ril.:.;l\(:.fl‘id‘h““ ot natonsiout
ations, €S c.cml]‘\ Germany. In cc nceding demands o Hir; H L\.[?:\mu)n by aggressive
s pritsh and Erench governments extracted a promise ty = t;]- (|". appeasing” hi}n, the
23 Jorsto gxp‘md German territorial claims. Their sl ;‘,“ ‘I[ gkr.\.\(nlld cease ‘hlrlhc,-
nd venifit meant n.mkn\g major concessions. Because of Pl‘li\]i(-) €¢p peace in Europe,
he governments of France and Britain approved the Munich \m:r“’l’{;‘.‘blt_w.l\ to war, the
00 ister Neville ("h‘“"h"j"l"”‘ (1869-1940) arrived home t'rou‘n x\h: . 'Il P
rld e meeting had ‘\cl.nc\ ed “peace for our time.” Unprepared fnr“\l:-;r(:) ‘:nr'm”.w. e
ted the dercssiolh_ nations “m]“”‘“'“( to Britain and France also cmhnle:cc; ‘:‘-T‘L:“Ld i
hat admirable goal in the L.\“‘ ot aggression by the revisionist nations. o T
mly Hitler, however, refused to be bound by the Munich agreement, and in the next year

German troops occupied mc st of Czechoslovakia. As Hitler next threatened Poland, it
became clear Flm the policy of appeasement was a practical and moral failure, which caused
Britain and France to J_l\\ndun it by guaranteeing the security of Poland. By this time
Joseph Stalin ( 1879-1953) was convinced that British and French leaders were conspiring
10 deflect German aggression toward the Soviet Union. Despite deep ideological differ-
ences that divided communists from Nazis, Stalin accordingly sought an accommodation
with the Nazi regime. In August 1939 the foreign ministers of the Soviet Union and Ger-
many signed the Russian-German Treaty of Nonaggression, an agreement that shocked
and outraged the world. The Nazi-Soviet pact promised neutrality in the event of war
with a third party, preventing the possibility of a war on two fronts. Additionally, a secret
protocol divided eastern Europe into German and Soviet spheres of influence. Specific
terms spelled out German control of western Poland and Lithuania while the Soviet Union
gined a free hand in the territories of castern Poland, eastern Romania, Finland, Estonia,
~mili- and Latvia. Hitler was ready to conquer Europe.
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i AL ity Was < 5 e

' every weapon known l:o hl;:;::syocictics engaged in warfare and mobilized

conflict where

C.

hout much of Asia.
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(German dive-bombers ik this one dominated the carly air war in World War 11 and
played a significant role in Blizkricg. boats,” or submarines) and British 7

The Fall of France
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Blitzkrieg: Germany

Conquers Europe

During World War IT it became
mon for aggressor nations 10 ayoiq 4\,’\‘
declarations of war, Instead, the p
armed forces r\"hcd u'n surprise, spe,
and swiftness for their c(uk]uum G
many demonstrated the .ui\.mmgm
this strategy in I.‘nldnd. German forg,
banking on their air force’s ability
nce and on their pyy,
columns’ unmatcheq m(.
:d, moved into Pojy,
unannounced on 1 September 1939
Within a month they subdued its weg
ern expanses while the Soviets took the
castern sections in accordance with the
Nazi-Soviet pact. The Germans stunned
the world, especially Britain and France
with their Blitzkr 77 (“lightning war®
and sudden victory.

While the forces of Britain and
France coalesced to defend Europe
without facing much direct action with
Nazi forces, the battle of the Atlantic
already raged. This sea confrontation
between German Unterseeboote (U

soften resi

(“armored

bility and s

proved decisive in the Euro i convoys mrryins food and \\ar n;fl“‘:‘\‘
i1y have pore et \vav—l:::;‘ theater of war. The battle of the Atlantic cou! 8

el Y ¢ German U-boats attempting to cut off Bt
convoys devised by the British navy to protect its ships from
- Although British intelligence cracked -G:rman_\"s secret code !
i ies, advance knowledge of the location ()t‘su}‘ﬂlf?"l:

feoareihe cffccﬁvmcssa:;ec.ol\r:lvo(:e:vcr, the U»boa'ts bcgan traveling in wolf packs
As the sea battle continued é Protected by aircraft and dcstro_\’crs._ ik
fenses. In April 1940 the Gepm - many prepared to break through Europ el
Crmans occupied Denmark and Norway, then Jaund ‘

estern E; : 5 . X SO
% urope. Theijr offensive against Belgium, I-mmc“-“' i+

and again the Alljes were jolted by Blitzkrieg 1actS
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¢ S Hitler hag boasted to his staff, “Gentleme™ ¥ i

d Mﬂ;us Victory in history!” Given France’s r_aPid =T
r TWin Rommel put it more colorfl{ll3‘ Gt L
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 the fall of France, the »
;u‘r veered a retre
pish engineered a retreat
i punkirk, but it couldﬂnnr

je the bleak failure of the
\I{h‘,d troops. }§l'irnil1 now
(ood alone against the Ger
qan forces-

The Germans therefore
unched the Battle of Britain,
ed by its air force, the Luft-
saffe. They hoped to defeat
Br;{ain almost solely through
srattacks. “The Blitz,” as the
patish called this air war,
ained bombs on heavily pop-
shted metropolitan arcas, es-
pecially London, and killed
more than forty thousand Brit-
ih civilians. The Royal Air
Force staved off defeat, how-
aver, forcing Hitler to aban-
don plans to invade Britain.
By the summer of 1941, Hit-
kr's conquests included the
Bikans, and the battlefront ex-
tended to north Aftica, where

the British fought both the
: - Hitle 7 walks tt conquered Paris in 1940,
toftns and the Geraans. The. -Adoif Hitler proudly wlks theough conqus

Sastika-bedecked Nazi flag with the Eiffel Tower as a backdrop.
"% waved from the streets of

i - 2 . N . h
s to the Acropolis in Athens, and Hitler had succeeded beyond his dreams in his
S5t 10 reverse the outcome of World War 1.

The Battle of Britain

i

The German Invasion of the Soviet Umnion

i victory i i i ed his sights on the Soviet Union.
gi‘l:ﬁ alngbe sping of 19‘:,,1’ ljtld;:oxr:‘vhich sy Slavs, and Bolsheviks
1 v tl German targ c,more L bensraum (“lving space ) ro re-
58 cr:cﬂlbmm of the Soviet system, Hitler said of
REp, vasion of the Soviet Union, “You

g will come crashing down.™
d forces to invade the Soviet Operation Barbarossa

g an military assembled

o with 3.6 million sol-
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¢ wreckage cighborhood
The devastation caused by German bombardments is visible in the wreckage of 2 London ncighb
in 1944

However, German Blitzkrieg tactics that had earlier prov ed so effective in Pohn§
and western Europe failed the Germans in the vast expanses of Russia. Hitler and ‘hli
military leaders underestimated Soviet personnel reserves and industrial capacity
Within a matter of weeks the 150 German divisions faced 360 divisions of the Red
Army. Also, in the carly stages of the war Stalin ordered Soviet industry to reloct
to areas away from the front. About 80 percent of firms manufacturing war matéic
moved to the Ural Mountains between August and October 1941. As a result, e
£apacity of Soviet industry outstripped that of German industry. The Soviets alsore
:;“‘t.d c"[‘;“l cquipment from their allies, notably trucks from the United St Bs‘
hafit}l:ocducecf :gr;l\il:uf;r;:(; i:ched the outskirts of Moscow, ferce Soviet resistanc

The shoiaf b et nz)usand Gcr.man casualties. .+ military effor®
andlois et e 0St severe in decades—helped Soviet mt I._!a Y e
the Germans that they did n n:)captunng ot earl}' g lé(hi“g
and boots. One hundred h, ot 0 to supply their troops with winter ¢ nd of

ousand soldiers suffered frostbite, and two thous® rand
@2“ the United stArmy, in contrast, Pfcparcd for winte! o

e airs
ates manufactured thirteen million PZ- ..
the en’

carly 3
1}' December, Soviet counterattacks along

e
cted heavy losses on the Red Army dun;g(;[cr'
the military initiative, and by Jun¢ x B
the Caucasus and the city of S'al'"gr?, fed
Ptember, Soviet fortuncs Of“'“:: and
“Not a step back,” Stalin " v <hor®

' war for Russia, Behind thes® C'ca de
Sermans with a bloody street?V "
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pattles in Asia and the Pacific
pefore 1941 the L'n}tud States was inching towarq
eater involvement in the war. After ].\pm; iny \«ic\i
i‘,hl“-‘ in 1937, l(nosc.\'cll called for a quarantine 0;1 \:
essors, but his plea fell mostly on deaf ears, H“\\'L‘\“ 5
swar broke out in Europe and tensions with Japan |Lnr
qeased, the United States took action. In 1939 it inti-
ared a cash-and-carry policy of supplying the British
o which the British paid cash and carried the matcri :
on their own ships. More significant was the lend-lease
program initiated in 1941, in which the United States
“ent” destroyers and other war goods to the British in
return for the lease of naval bases. The program later
extended such aid to the Soviets, Chinese, and many
others. :
German victories over the Dutch and French in
1940 and Great Britain’s precarious military position
inEurope and in Asia encouraged the Japanese to pro-
et their influence into southeast Asia. Particularly at-
tmctive were the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia)
and British-controlled Malaya, regions rich in raw ma-
terials such as tin, rubber, and petroleum. Between
September 1940 and July 1941, and with the blessings
ofthe German-backed Vichy government of France,
Japanese forces occupied French Indochina (now Viet-
mm, Laos, and Cambodia). The government O

mbargo on oil. Great Britain, the Commonwe
nial government of the Dutch East In
"omic pressure, however, did not convince
included the renunciation of the Tripa

e lesser evils. In
amed the office of P
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dies supportes
the Japanese to d
m'th lgact and the withdrawal of Japanese
from China and southeast Asia. To Japanese militarists, & Sk
; aternatives i r engaging the United States in
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merican naval capacity
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Outside Moscow, Soviet women dig antitank trenches against the

Nazi onslaught.

£ the United States responded to this

Stuation b i in the United States and by imposing a complete
L e alth of Nations, and the independent

d the U.S. oil embargo. Eco-

accede to U.S. demands,

given the equally unappe- Pearl Harbor

and he and his cabinet set

in the Pacific with an at-
£ southeast Asia and the

¢ the Allies’ ability to strike
hich will live in infamy,” as
1 six aircraft carriers to at-

torpedo planes struck in
ore than two hundred.

United States with
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a5 of Sralingrad until the Red Army oy

A (n\!l\lk‘!'.\".\(k

Id regroup

attles in Asia and the Pacific

ore 1941 the United States was inching toward
reater involvement in the war. After ]‘\P.u; in\.u‘icd
yinain 1937, Roosevelt called for a quarantine on ag-
wsors, but his plea fell mostly on deaf ears, However,
war broke out in Europe and tensions with Japan in-‘
aased, the United States took action. In 1939 it insti-
ed a cash-and-carry policy of supplying the British,
ywhich the British paid cash and carried the materials
n their own ships. More significant was the lend-lease
rogram initiated in 1941, in which the United States
fent” destroyers and other war goods to the British in
curn for the lease of naval b, The program later
atended such aid to the Soviets, Chinese, and many
hers.

German victories over the Dutch and French in
1940 and Great Britain’s precarious military position
2 Europe and in Asia encouraged the Japanese to pro-
@t their influence into southeast Asia. Particularly at-
nctive were the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia)
N British-controlled Malaya, regions rich in raw ma- yes:
{fls such as tin, rubber, and petroleum. BEOWCen oo\ ovit women dig andtank trenches against the
%ptember 1940 and July 1941, and with the blessings (50
ithe German-backed Vichy government of Fraqce, b

ese forces occupied French Indochina (now Viet- dedieo thi
nlam’ Laos, and Cambodia). The government of the United StaFes responde to | :z
ation by freezing Japanese assets in the United States aqd by lmgolsm_g :1 co:}; ::m
Mhargo on oil, Great Britain, the Commonwealth of Nations, gn ; he :E;P; o
-. government of the Dutch East. o SUPPO"MS tt(i‘:clc-:]c.d;e(z‘o ;.I]].S. d%:n‘mnds‘
¢ pressure, however, did not convince th? Jall:acr:c:nd the withdrawal of Japanese
tion of the Tripartite I given the equally unappe-  Pearl Harbor

ilitarists
o : the United States in
ral Tojo

e United States. i
capacity in the Pacific with an at-
f southeast Asia and the
he Allies” ability to strike

planes struck in
two hundred.
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Flames consumed U.S. battleships in Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack on 7 December 1941

the only reason it needed to declare war on Germany and Italy. The United States,
Great Britain, and the Soviet Union came together into a coalition that linked two vast
and interconnected theaters of war, the European and Asian-Pacific theaters, and en
sured the defeat of Germany and Japan. Adolf Hitler’s gleeful reaction to the outbreak
(?I' war between Japan and the United States proved mistaken: “Now it is unpm\yl\\u
for us to lose the war: We now have an ally who has never been vanquished in three
th_ous'anAd years.” More accurate was Winston Churchill (1874-1965), prime minister
of Britain, who expressed a vast sense of relicf and a more accurate assessment of e
panese Victories snm';\{;(,? ‘l"thn sl “S0 we had won afer all!”
nese ct;;rd?:l:[ga::(:r [h?zfp‘m‘fw SWept on to one victory after another. 'l'llt'v
the Philippines. Guax:rvs\;;( Llélgmlm I?carl f simulmncnu_s .‘t[l‘(ksil‘!:;nt\~h
Malaya. For th; next ;'car rlclesJ:md’ Mldw'ﬂ i Island,.Hopg Knng.. T-h~m-‘md>‘ o itheast
Asia and the Pacific, capturing ;Pﬂn?sc 8 minaincd the injtiative in ;()\llcmmn
Islands off Alaska. K agd I(\)!r nco, Burma, the Dutch Indies, ‘"‘_d Sc\'fr“,lfm Japt
nese navy cmerged almesy o hcw Zealand were now in striking dn?t..mcc. e
“Bmm%&mmymmmpfCdmm”m“mmm&mfmdmmmWWth
tered any myths of Buropeqn -, L +2 dealt a blow to British prestige "
Singapore was o symll:zl ;ullmry nvincibility,

i 2 Egm},)eaf‘ Power in Asia. The slogan under wh
pz’;;c r:::l?r:::, Alsians," implying that the l'l"j‘l‘\‘(5 i the
5 <y dominated. Ty, hi e dcsPls?‘d Eu.mp,c ¥ "“pu. : ‘ Japan ©

S resources el - A0 this struggle for Asian independenc o Asia €O
appeal therefore sought to build a “Greater E5t G,

nd | if:‘l:ﬂ oz:uAs“_‘“ i"chCfldcncc at ﬁrsx struck Ar‘jflns that
Pation made it soon obvious to most

Japa
ainst

. i
ich Jap¥

¢
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3 ¢ could sink. By the end of 1943, sonar, aircraft patrols
St ¢ U-boat as a strategic threat. .
By 1943, German forces in Russia lost lhcrnuuncnlun.] and ’:k:“.i !’]C-}k N
o s retook territory. Moscow never fell, \lll(i. the h.l.”lL. fn'x Sl-.lhngl-
the SUTM-.\‘ rL-I(‘Ul 1943, marked the first large-scale victory for Soviet forces.
z{“if‘]i"]:‘ };ttl::::]n:\:m i ailed repeatedly, and the Red Army, dl‘-l\\'ing o
crman ¢

3 fer: - " CNOrm ey
sersonnel and material reserves, pushed the German invaders out of Russiay temiton
pers a ateria

By 1944 the Soviets had advanced im(_v Rnfn.\niA\. I #unvg;\r\‘, Mi“'i Pf >-Lmd, reaching gh
suburbs of Berlin in April 1945. At this point, the Soviets h‘u- mﬂufmﬂ more thay ¢,
million casualties on the German enemy—twice the number of the original Germay in
vasion force. The Red Army had broken the back of lhc chm.m war machine,
With the Eastern front disintegrating under the Soviet onslaught, British and U,
forces attacked the Germans from north Africa and then through Italy. In August 1944
the Allies forced Italy to withdraw from the Axis and to join them. In the meantime, the
Germans also prepared for an Allied offensive in the w est, W here the British anq us.
forces opened a front in France. On D day, 6 June 1944, British and U.S. troops lande
on the French coast of Normandy. Although the fighting was deadly for all sides, the
Germans were overwhelmed. With the two fronts collapsing around them and round-
the-clock strategic bombing by the United States and Britain le eling German cities,
German resistance faded. Since early 1943 Britain’s Royal Air Force had committed it-
sclf to area bombing in which centers of cities became the targets of nighttime raids
U.S. planes attacked industrial targets in daytime. The British firecbombing raid on Dres-
den in February 1945 literally cooked German men, women, and children in their bomb
shelters: 135,000 persons died in the firestorm. A brutal street-by-street battle in Berlin
between Germans and Russians, along with a British and U.S. sweep through western
Germany, forced Germany’s unconditional surrender on 8 May 1945. A week earlicr,
on 30 April, as fighting flared right outside his Berlin bunker, Hitler committed suicide,
as did many of his Nazi compatriots. He therefore did not live to see the Soviet red flag
; flying over the Berlin Reichstay, Germany’s parliament building.
‘_m"'""g the Tide The turning point in the Pacific war came at Midway (4 June 1942), the last US-
in the Pacific controlled island in the Pacific. The United States prevailed there partly because US.
aircraft carriers had survived the attack on Pearl Harbor. Although the United States
had f'cw carriers, it did have a secret weapon: a code-breaking operation known &
Magic, which enabled a cryptographer monitoring Japanese radio frequencies t0 dlsi
G stk My o e i o e o
. " ¢d the Japanese fleet, sinking three Japanese carriers in on¢ '
mmurg smk‘ ““d.‘ fourth one later in the day. This victory changed the charactef of
R At v s
from which they could g C):ifldoptgd an island-hopping strategy, CaPl_‘“'"s‘gf'ig g
o g lrfct air assm.llts on Japan. Dcadl)f, rcnauoul iy
atties in which the United States and s allies gradually darcs
as and | hlh?pincs and then, early in 1945, moved toWa"
WO Jima and Okinawa. hibioss
and Okinawa was savage. Innovative U.S- an'{l: 1. O
and sacrifice of Japanese soldiers and P'ﬂj e
kamikaze—pilots who volunteered © the 0
ship and dive-bomb into it 11 nission®
W nincteen hundred kamikiz® ™ e
n five thousand U.S- $O% 1

and escopy
5y CSCorp ‘"rl'r{m
from carricrs finished th

Allied Victory

a4
S ad, hl(h
in Europe

Despery,
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gl 11 A0 .

I i ol ! FSAS, When the first L 8§
Michikn had

T A bt seven forsy-fve. §

ol gl the 1

g oy M |

" ber planes| had already

Ll i, the B-295 might
: :

b dpdln " My ne it three kilometers

1 s Dy pssnit 1 junnt of the atomic bomb’s
gt I Hirsashn by phace of work was five hundred
wlbfh I e Dy nier | walked toward the hypocen
] J st
$i8 NiEky Bmen the
Wl hear 1y faint sound of planes. . . . I
il i s ok pue my nght hand above my eyes
il bl p 13 0w 11 bl sk them. The sun was daz-

i somnd of planes. . . . The planes
y only pretended to leave. 1

g Thar wae ths ament 3
Wit wan i sl | fele something strong. ke was termi-
Wl | Jls vordoors T wasn's heat. You can’s really say it
o0 el el 18 wasn s Blye. Ar that moment I thought I
Sl b e ily e whe wesld die. said to myself,
Luellye, Mrn :
1y by Isampsraniires of seven thousand dcymuhn:‘;
W i . Yoy vany's peally say i washed over me. It's .
Dbt | sinply faineed. 1 vemember my ?ﬂdvﬂl’f::k
U0 1w by the lass, bt | don’t know how
150 i Wihen | came 1 my senses, my ‘“"m"""‘“““”l
0 M. gy s g wired. § oaw @ shreadike i
“”mmn 1w e spones: IWMJ*
#’&ﬂ.mm : 0 4

CHTE 0 age, worked as an wperater uy
Wimen had beew moniy

1 beleflme ¢ “hanges as a means UL

diden’s Tale

# teleghms cuchange in H:
s2ed for work during World War 1

belping 1o prosecs Jagan during warsime. O

whmic bomby uscd in bastle drvassased Hirodnma, Yamasika
Just sarted off for work

had braided my hair, but now it was
were people, barely breathing, trying
back in. People with their legs wrenched off. Without heads
Or with faces burned and swollen out of shape. The scenc 1
saw was 2 living hell.

Maom didn't say anything when she saw my face and 1 didnt
feel any pain. She just squeczed my hand and told me to run.
She was going 1o rescuc my aunt. Large numbers of people
were moving away from the flames. My cyes were still able to
see, 50 I made my way toward the mountain, where there was
no fire, toward Hijivama. On this flight I saw a friend of mine
from the phone exchange. She’d been inside her house and
wasn’t burned. I called her name, but she didn’t respond. My
face was so swollen she couldn’t tell who I was. Finally, she
recognized my voice. She said, “Miss Yamaoka, you look like
2 monster!” Thar's the first time I heard that word. I looked
atmyhandsands:wmyuwnsﬁnwashmg’ngdwmuﬂdx i
red flesh exposed. I didn’t realize my face was swollen up be-
cause I was unable toseeit. . . .

lmmmyurbodﬁMm‘Allmyh;irfdlour.Vﬂrfn
we went to relatives” houses later they wouldn’t even let me in
wm&.ﬂdwdmhmﬁxm.mrewasnd-
anamfnr-mc. ... Itwas just my Mom

‘me. Keloids [thick scar tissuc] covered my face, my neck.




lapanese Surrender
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The fall of Saipan in July 1944

. wo |
and the subsequent conquest of Iwe
Okinawa brought the J

apanese homeland within easy reach of Ll ;
bombers. Because high-altitude strikes in daylight failed to do much da
dustrial sites, military planners changed tacti, srebomb
ing low-altitude Sorties at night mer with devastating success. The fire 7
Tokyo in March 1945 destroyed 25 percent of the city’s buildings, ~\"‘1H.“‘" b
Proximately one hundred thousand Persons, and made more than a mi

less. The final blows came o 6and 9
revolutionary ney Weapon, the atom
Nagasaki. The atomic bo,

diation Poisoning up

bs dv
ymbs ¢

cs. The release of napalm fire

u
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ic bomb, against the cities ¢ led ¢
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isually captured a

Aphot :
“‘;’(;_*gf_iph enitled “Planes Over Tokyo Bay,” taken from the U.S.S. Misonri,¥
US. power and victory on V- Day, 1945-

n on 8 August 1945, and this new threat,
ded Emperor Hirohito

The Soviet Union declared war of Japa
he bombs, persu
dered on 15 August,

¥ i %
; I!l’;:)med with the devastation caused by t
T 1-1989) to surrender uncondi[i(mally. The Japanese SUrTen:
the war was officially over 01 2 September 1945. When Victor Tolley sipped his
f ashen Hiroshima and

sonciliator i - amily, the i es O

y cup of tea with a Na asaki fam ly, the images .
ﬁmr;l;o'“bcd ToEyo lingered as rg;g‘mders of how World War 11 brought the war di-
¥ home to millions of civilians-

ME

World War 11, from its be-
there was no safe
tion forces in
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dren around the world, and occupaig,, -

women, and chil
ion camps. In thjs tota] )

die in work and extermina
SRR )
jed military casualties. Beside the record of gy,

slaughtered men,

forced civilians to labor and
ath tolls far exceed

civilian de
brutality can be placed testimony
istance groups battlir

to the endurance of the human spirit Personis t]
force ed i

forces, in the mpp;,
lizeg

ation camps

g occupyin

the contributions of res ‘ .
women, and in the survivors of bombings or concentr

Occupation, Collaboration, and Resistance

but the administry,
forces varied in cham\rc:
3urma, and the [‘hxhpmm:
rved as agents of hp‘m;\
itself with Japan, for \\h:.;
1g Laos and Burma Other con
liable for “self.ry)

Axis bombardments and invasion were followec

imposed on conquered territories by Japanese
In territories like Manchukuo, Japanese-controlled ¢
Japanese authorities installed puppet gover
rule. Thailand remained an independent state aft
it was rewarded with grants of territory from t
quered territories cither were considered too
were deemed strategically too important to be
(Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam), Malaya, the Dutch East Indies, Hong Kong, Sing,-
pore, Borneo, and New Guinea came under direct military control. S
In Europe, Hitler’s racist ideology played a large role in determining how ocey i
ed. As a rule, Hitler intended that most areas of western and

le™ or

left alone. Thus territories like Indochin,

territories were administe
northern Europe—populated by racially valuable people according to him—would
become part of a Greater Germanic Empire. Accc ordingly, Denmark retained its elected
government and monarchy under German supervision. In Norw ay and Holland, whose
governments had gone into exile, the Germans left the civilian administration intact
Though northern France and the Atlantic coast came under military rule, the so-called
Vichy government remained the civilian authority in the unnrcupicd southeastern part
of the country. Named for its locale in central France, the Vichy government provided
a prominent place for those French willing to collaborate with (};rnlalu rule. The Ger
mans had varying levels of involvement in castern European and Balkan countries, but
most conqucrcq territories came under direct military rule as a prelude for harsh oca
pation, economic ‘xploimrion\ and German settlement.
non{;‘:’;’;::‘ﬁ;’;dp(r:::::;zdal[l(r)ht(lritlic_s administered :hfur respective empires for mr‘
i il 01:; (:t r_hc resources u-t the lands under their cum-mf
occupiers pillaged all fom s L e u)_n_scnv]ucnccs for the an}qucrcd p‘CnplL’s. 1h:
Japanese war machines. The mos(L S ‘«ml[h d.““ ‘““"? el d?c (.‘er‘m m«;
the use of slave g ll(;ronous form of cconomic cxplmm‘non "“"l‘rf
Bl e et + = an .s of rf)tal war stimulated an insatiable J[‘l_“'“'f
oners of war and local p0pula(i::|n "“":Pauun authorities availed themselves of }‘::_
viet Union, France, Ttaly, and gh, tho clp meet labor shortages. In Poland, the* 5
OfPCOPIC to labor in \vo.ri( campscanfilkan {lz\uonsr German occupiers forvr.‘!_‘l n“IIK»)In(;
ave l:|borcl's‘:\:'l;rll;l ddusmcs‘ o Ehc ]ap'“?c.sc s ZLL:?!
ance, Reactiop 1 j under horrific conditions an: r:\;m
e O Japanese anf! German occupation
people e q:ltsccnce o open resistance. .
) e wca; Occupation for.ces but usually went on \ﬂﬂ“ o
s especially true in many parts ofhpancsc-mﬂ’?'
und little to resent in the change ﬁnﬂ‘):.:t
and Europe, moreover, local nnublrs'l_
by the conquerors because collaboration © ot

ns to o i s =
! i r. . e .
g Many instances, bureaucrats and police 0

life

nn
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CHAPTER 5

CONFLAGRATION
\mr.ncd because they thought it v Rt

# Rusinesspeople and comp,
¢ BU s
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Anies offey

> e . Q €N ¢¢
Jlly from foreign rule. Still other persons | lL
N OC

quthorities by turning in friends

AL natives ryle g,

aborateq because
g came cof _
ion < e nds and nejgly Hlabor
 western l:ump‘\. antcommunism moyiy \(1- { Bel
. sians to join units of’ el S Belgiang, B
Norwegians J s of Hitler’s elite military s, F
process a mult ary form, affer, SS
SS, creating

ke army te; i

e Y tens of thoy,

e ) sands strong *hi

nindang &€T over to the Japanese while loc. L2 el
and merchants in

ome regions of China set up substantial tr:
mmplcd. occupiers and the
Occupation and exploitation created

an Germans or Japa

they Prospered finan
ators and

B assisted ocgy
s ary ccupa
&etrevenge for past griey \m‘m
rench, Danish, Dutch, and
ations, the Waffe

ational

> al landowners
ade networks between the

an environment fi

e The I - R t for resistance K Ve
forms. The most dramatic forms of resistance w €re campaigns :):"Tl b i
n = A 2 Q AN sabc 2C, armes Y
&l ()uu}‘.‘\“““ forces, and assassinations. Res stance fighters as i')m:h - “"’kd o
querrillas and Sovict partisans harassed and disrupted the m;]iur\: i

Resistance

SrrEae 2 and economic activi-
ies of the occupiers by blowing up ammunition dumps, destroying communicatior ‘i
3 ) n and

umspur[t\non'mulmcx. and sabotaging industrial plants. More quietly, other resisters
g_uhm'd intelligence, hid and protected refugees, or passed on clnndcs’ti‘nc new S

Resistance also comprised simple acts of defiance such as scribbling anri-Gcn\\m;l;‘rl.:lhl;
orwalking out of bars and restaurants when Japanese soldiers entered. In the Nether-
lands, people associated the royal House of Orange with national independence and
defiantly saluted traffic lights when they turned orange.

German and Japanese citizens faced different decisions about resistance than con-
quered peoples did. They had no antiforeign axe to grind, and any form of noncom-
pliance constituted an act of treason that might assist the enemy and lead to defeat.
Moreover, many institutions that might have formed the core of resistance in Japan
and Germany, such as political parties, labor unions, or churches, were weak or ha
been dcsm)yéd As a result, there was little or no opposition to the state and
in Japan, while in Germany resistance remained g,cn.cnlly sparse and ineffective El.]?c

most spectacular act of resistance against the Nazi regime came froma g(nu{p n‘i f’[ |urs
and civilians who tried to kill Adolf Hitler on 20 July 1944. This plot _tt\fk‘u \;{ :l“ their
e cxplosion Lile] mpsuligmanien o inf(“:i;:"rjco\l\]'ll:'crr'\“r:szsl:::::;iznocclu;ﬂm\ Atrocities
f sunaionsiosces cilor hcsi(alc_ o th resistance assassinated Reinhard
;;::é Yf/hen iy 19:} 2 merpl}cgssg‘(tah;fzzic:ccurity agency (h:tl Cm’vric.d out :hc-
ydrich, the deputy leader of (S i s murder), the Nazis climinated the
most criminal tasks of the regifme, mdUdm'g :1 M’: after Heydrich succumbed to his
entire village of Lidice as punishment. S:)x :‘  the spo, trans ported 50 women
- Wounds, SS personnel shot the village s'1d7 :d then burned and dyna_mitcd the vil-
102 concentration camp where .(hcy died, acxamining the surviving ninety children,
lage to the ground. $S security forces, after

'med » Germany to be raised
i % ispe’
them racially “pure and disp

Hitler’s life in
St . et et
r b ing while suspe :
1944, many of the c&nspiﬁtors ended up dy":)%uul s e e
i recorded on film for
dred

ped from their camp in
the local militia, and the po-
< were tortured t© death, some

own hall.
s merely fanned 'é"c i
- ilians. Despite the

against TS sance
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and entailed great hardship_gp.
identities, hiding out, and rigkjp, -8

s ng
ture and death. Neverthelegs, g "
ithess

sisters kept alive their nationg® hope
S for

liberation

The Holocaust

By the end of World War 11, the Nz
egime and its accomplices had Physically
millions of Jews, Slavs, Gyp
sies, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses
communists, and others targeted -\\\m‘
desirables. Jews were the primary

rget
of Hitler’s racially motivated genocidy)
policies, and the resulting Holocaug
epitomized the tragedy ol‘mm]uu\( and

occupation in World War I1. The Holo
caust, the almost complete destruction
Entitled “Abyss of Human Horror,” this photograph shows a survivor of the of European Jews by Germany, was 3
concentration camp at Nordhausen, Germany, upon its liberation by Allies in 1945 human disaster on a scale previously

unknown
The murder of European Jews was preceded by a long history of vilification and
persecution of Jews. For centuries Jewish communities had been singled out by
Christian society as a “problem,” and by the time the Nazi regime assumed powerin
1933, anti-Sem
anti-Jewish measurs

m had contributed significantly to the widespread tolerance for
. Marked as outsiders, Jews found few defenders in their soct
cties. Nazi determination to destroy the Jewish population and Europeans’ passive
acceptance of anti-Semitism laid the groundwork for genocide. In most war-tom
European countries, the social and political forces that might have been expected ©
rally to the defense of Jews did not materiall
Initially, the regime encouraged Jewish emigration. Although tens of thousands of
Jews availed themselves of the opportunity to escape from Germany and Austria, many
more were unable to do so. Most nations outside the Nazi orbit limited the migraio?
of Jewish refugecs, especially if the refugees were impoverished, as most of them were
because Nazi authorities had previously appropriated their wealth. This situation WO~
cncq as German armies overran liur()p;:, bringing an ever-larger number of Jews under
tl:‘)a;\;istk):":; :)I gllzd[)()l:n[ Nazi “racial experts” toyed with the idea UM?‘PMS“ZQ,E:.
e Aﬁ'i:'a. Thczc id,:ar:sn:rvzlit‘ljon in castern ll’ol:md, or to (hr:_ 1slm‘1?{ of M.\ﬂ:!;n“u“
of Jews in one arca led r: :ﬁwd e unpr;\c'nsa.l G e = wm:c Jewr
state, hardly a solution to th: ““.glflrous pgsslblllt}' of thc crcaliun. nf a 'SCP‘“'“

The German occupation 0-';01;‘-7 ed Jewish Prob[m\ in the Nazi view. —
summer of 1941 gae L oland in 1939 and invasion of the Soviet U ol
€T an opportunity to solve what he considered the P

N e Sovit
d\mu;ho“[ Europe. When German armies invaded the ile d¢”
“és ¢ Nazis also dispatched three thousand troops in mobi

R o il entire pop ations
)pen (“action squads™) to kill enti POR, o>

"0
oluti©!
I 50 o ¥

Special units had killed 1.4 million Jews.
Nazi ip committed to the “find v e
the attempted murder of V¢

tlliitcnmucd
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speech ro an &
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of a really grave <
sl be said quit

:ncrmm.mnr‘. ot
things that is ¢2

to be exterminat
says, “sure, it’s

extermination—

ilong, the 80 m |
has his one decent

lete frankness,

ives, for once, it

he same we will never

sation of the Jews, the
Jc. This is one of the
cwish people are going
what every Party member

climination of the Jews,
nd then they all come

but this one, he is a first-rate Jew. Of all those who talk
Jike that, not onc has seen it happen, not onc has had to
go through with it Most of you men know what it 1

like to see l()()c(xpsc\sid:b\'sidc,msﬂﬂofl.

000. To

have stood fast through this and except for cascs of
human weakness to have stayed decenty that has made

us hard, This is an unwoiteen and never-
page of glory in our

to'bc-wrmcn

history- -

I gave
The wealth they possessed %€ 100k from them:
‘h:‘:‘:h” been carried 0Vt by SS Ober”

y of Posen (Pozna; a P, Indl
y -
: ), in what is now Poland. In the follo
hat culminated in mass murder. The speech

1he Major War
sy 2002 ¥

iers sspayed dece

leader of thy
S of the SS i
g and chicf of the German police, gave a three-howr

orded on tape

entered into cvid ;
evidence at the Nuremberg war crimes trials in 1945

gruppenfuchrer Pohl, that this wealth will of course be
turned over to the Reich in its entirety. We have taken
none of it for ourselves. Individuals who have erred will
be punished in accordance with the order given by me 3t
the start, threatening that anyone who takes as much a8
a single Mark of this money 1s dead man. A number of
5 men, they are not very many, committed this offense,
and they shall dic. There will be no mercy. We had the
moral right, we had the duty towards our people, to de-
stroy this people that wanted o destroy us. But we do
ot have the right to enrich ourselves by <0 much asa
fur, as a watch, by one Mark or a cigarette or anything
else. We do not want, in the end, because we destroyed
a bacillus, to be infected by this bacillus and to die. I will
acver stand by and watch ‘while even a small rotten spot
develops or takes hold. Wherever it may form we will to-
gether burn it away. All in all, however, We ::u? say that
we have carried out this most difficult of tasks in a spinit
of love for our people. And we have suffered no harm t©
our inner being, our soul, our character. - -

Criminal, Nuremberg, Germanys 1948;
ad Vashem:
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senocide
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opencsd wisk the destraction of the Herrero peopic of
Namiuz z the hands of German mitary forces. During
e Gorze War, the government of the Ooman state ini-
Sed azocities agamoast the Armenians bving within the
Bonders of the cmpise. As 2 sesult of widespread deporza-
Soms and sassscres, more than cght bundred thousand
Acmesians died by the ead of the war. Although the
Pkl commasmy cxpressed increasing concern about
ﬂ—hﬁ.hwndﬂan_dngy
wh witich 39 describe 20d thus fnally proscribe these
deadly acwies.

I o 1942, Rapbuael Lomikin, 2 refugee Polish-Jewish
h"ﬁq-t:la—d!na,m.d*“"
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Women'’s Roles
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nese women took up

d female members of resis
s. In fact, women often
esistance work because
they were women: they were less sus

A WAVES recruitm
Woman’s War Too!

pect in the eyes of occupying securin
forces and less subject to scarches
Nazi forces did not discriminate, though, when rounding up Jews for transport and
extermination: Jewish women and

Women who joined military se
an independence and confidence
were forced to act as heads of hor
War, captured as prisoners of w

girls died alongside Jewish men and boys

;\'icc\ or took jobs on factory assembly lines gain
previously denied them, but so too did women \\-’h_‘
uschold in the absence of husbands killed or :u\.u‘i.
ar, or languishing in labor camps. Women's HH\
changed during the war, often in dramatic ways, but those new roles were tempe
rary. After the war, Women warriors and workers were expected to return home J"‘v
assume their traditional roles as wives and mothers. In the meantime, though, “‘"“:
made the most of their OPportunities. In Britain, women served as noncombatant P!
lots, wrestled with the huge balloons and their tethering lines designed to snag :
aircraft from the skies, drove ambulances and transpor; vehicles, and labored |;1”‘”
ﬁdd.s £0 produce foodstuffs, More than half a million women joined British milit

, and appro}{imatcly 350,000 women did the same in the United States The
c hur

Ces in S cring
Ces in war were not always ennobling or empower
called

Japanese army forcibly recruited, conscripted, and dragooned as many as ““_c
grcd gousand Women aged fourteen 1o fwenty to serve in military brmhc-[-“v e
Lo hquscs or “consolation centers.” The army presented the \mmUL_‘ such
:o;g:s aTgﬁ from the °mPﬂ'°f_, and the women came from Japanese cnhﬂﬂ; pincs
and > 1WA, and Manchyg, and from occupied territorics in the Pt o

1a. Eighty percent of the women came from K f_\tcmi
ial prostitution service, the “comfort women Sfen @
€ach day. Stationed in war zones, the women ocn' 2
and Many became casualties of war. Others ™
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NEITHER PEACE NOR WaRr

>roduced moving image:

of peace: Soviet and U

: soldiers
< at the Elbe River, celebrating their victory over th

12 2 quict bowl of tea with a Japanese boy and his family; Allied

he Ger-

pombers transfo
~coples in Gerr
et of wars, altho

ps of mercy, delivering food and medicine to conquered
1. A sense of common humanity refused to die in this dead-
tests of that humanity awaited in the postwar world.

The two sStro powers after World War I1, the Soviet Union and the United
Saares, plaved a ¢ role in shaping, influencing, and r(buxldm;; the p\-v\(\\.?r \\urlld.
E ch ut;h( to create a world sympathetic to Soviet communist or Us.c “L_\ |‘x(
- : The struggle to align postwar nations on on side or the other centered
::1:':;‘:;’-“ w crn: 'ui:cr.\(cd by the Soviet Union and the United States, although uln-
mazly it was not limited to those termtories.




Postwar Settlements and Cold War
Akhough the peoples of victorious nations danced in
'V-E) Day and Victory in Japan (V-] Day, they also gaz
war—a world seriously in need of reconstruction and healing. Ar least sixry milion pr
sons perished in World War I1 The Sovicrs lost more than rwenty million, onc-third @
lim‘msdderﬂiunnikaﬁucmoﬂyd\iﬁluMc‘mm'xﬂI?:
suffered the deaths of four million and two million persons, respectively; six 752
Poles were also dead: in Great Britain four hundred thousand persons died: 208 ™
United States lost three hundred thousand. The Holocaust claimed the lives of 25
six million European Jews. In Enrope and Asia tens of millions of displaced p°°
Wmmmhmgdmmmwb\-wm :
At the end of the war in Europe, cight million Germans ficd across the B B
0 sumrender or to scek refisge in the temitories soon to be occupicd by Grezt B2
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February 1945 .
3 1 ¢ o 5% kY 5) and 2
2 resort on the Black Sea coast of the Crimea, served as the sct)(i:\g, I;(‘:r“:ll:m. e
S c

second

\\.\rtimc.ct)l‘ﬂcrc‘nxc» 4-1 1 lk l’{‘\l«\f)')l?4hi O_f t.hc three principal Allied leaders: Premier
Joseph 591111 L)? the Soviet Union, T rime Minister Winston Churchill of Great Britain,
and President Franklin D. Roosevelt of the United States. Roosevelt succeeded in gain-
ing Salin’s agreement to enter the war against Japan “within two or three months after
Germany’s surrender” and to collaborate in the establishment of the United Nations.
The Allies also agreed that the major war criminals would be tried before an international

court. The main issue discussed at the

sith the liberated countries of castern Europe. In the end, all
et possible establishment through free elections of governments responsive to the will
(16 July-2 August 1945) took place in a

of the people.” The Potsdam Conference

Berlin suburb and was the last wartime summit conference of
of discussion were the immediate Allied control of Germany,
and the demarcation of the boundaries of Poland.
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i I'he enunciation of the Truman Doctrine on 12 March 1947 crystallized the ney
U.S. perception of a world d]udcd between free and : ved peoples Articulageg
partly in response to crises in Greece and Turkey, where ¢ NURNISE MOVEMENts seepeg
to threaten democracy and U.S. strategic interests, the Truman doctrine starky Am\.
the battle lines of the cold war. As Truman explained to the U.S. Congress:
At the present moment in world history nearly choose between alter
native ways of life. The choice is too often not a fre e. O of life is based upon
the will of the majority, and is distinguished by fr¢ cpresentative govern
ment, free clections, guarantees of individual libe X
and freedom from political oppression. The s sased upon the will
of a minority forcibly imposed upon t jority. It relie error and repression,

sion of personal freedoms

a controlled press and radio, fixed electic
I believe that it must be the policy of the U
resisting attempted subjugation by armed minor

o support free peoples who are

by outside pressures.

The United States then committed itself to an interventionist foreign policy, dedi
t preventing any further ex

cated to the “containment” of communism, which m
pansion of Soviet influence. The United States sent vast sums of money to Greece and
Turkey, and the world was polarized into two armed camps, cach led by a superpower
that provided economic and military aid to nations within its sphere of influence:

Global Reconstruction and the United Nations

The Marsh o e . N
R et e sy
pean Recovery nglim _(:“"“.‘ T- l_l\lranrucmrcs of \\cxlcrnvl—,un'»p‘c. The Euro
state George . Mar;hailj llggz;ml‘_\)_ullcd the Marshall Plan .\1}cr U.S. secretary of
through cooperation and ¢api ; n?l, pmp‘nscd to rebuild European economics
the d;\'asmrcd R : capic lsn)l, l()rcsra!lll1g communist or Soviet influence It
shall Plan provided mon ! l‘““’PC- Proposed in 1947 and funded in 1948, the Mi
Although initially i: lr 1;x}d5_13 billion o reconstruct western Europe.
Plan, the Soviet Union :glsl s the nations invited to participate in the Marshall
with a plan for its own sat lIslt‘“~1 Whvnt It saw as capitalist imperialism and cmin!cﬂj
for Mutual Economic As: i nm?"s‘ The Soviet Union established the Count
within the Sovier Unj sistance (COMECON) in 1949, offering increased trade
nion and castern Europe as an alternative to the Marshall Pi™
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8 urces, eV J 5 e cut bac
as more spending shifed s. Yet even these economic programs Were cut

buildi; il
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and the Sovict-conr;:Tle?j.&/sponerd North Atlantic Treaty Organization ( NAT (])n‘

1949 the United States csmbalj':[:w Pact signaled the militarization of the cold ‘mu’l

aggression. The original membe, d NATO as a regional military alliance agins >
and, Italy, Lu;em b’:mch“dcd Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Franc®: :‘Th"

The ,tcnt ;n urg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugah 3™

1 of the alliance Was to maintain peace in pDSl““r Bur

NATO and the
Warsaw Pact
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