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[bookmark: _GoBack]Joyce’s short story entitled “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been” explores numerous cultural and timeless human development themes, including the dominant themes of sexuality. Connie, who is the protagonist of the story, is discovering herself as both a person and as a woman via exploring and cultivating a sexual persona distinct from her family life's confines, which, according to her, is frustrating. As she attempts to separate herself from her family's confines, Connie's encounter with Friend Arnold reveals to her the realities of a sexually mature individual, which can be dangerous and scary. The author uses Connie's character and her interaction with Friend Arnold directly in developing sexual maturation as one of the main themes via which innocence, safety and autonomy are juxtaposed against each other.
A & P, on the other hand, tells the story of Sammy, a boy working at a local grocery store. As Sammy is ringing up an older lady's items, who he describes as "A witch about fifty with rouge on her cheekbones and no eyebrows," in walks three young barefooted girls in bathing suits (1). The first girl to catch Sammy's attention was a chunky girl with a nice tan, the second was a girl with a "chubby berry-face," and the third is a tall girl with black hair that "hadn't quote frizzed right" as Sammy describes (1). Sammy, who seems distracted, keeps a close eye on the girls wandering up and down the store's aisles. In an attempt to make a statement for the young girl, Sammy tells Lengel, his employer, that he is quitting. He leaves the store and rushes to the parking lot as he hopes to see the girls.
Comparing the messages or ideas of these short stories, ''Where are You Going, Where Have You Been'' by Carol Joyce and "A & P'' by Updike John, it is quite obvious that both stories try to pass a similar message. Both Oates and Updike's short stories focused on the theme of the sexuality of younger girls, which forced the main characters in the narratives to make life-changing decisions. Leaving behind their innocence, whether they liked it or not, Connie and Sammy have become adults at the end of the narrative. By contrasting and comparing the narrative's points of view, antagonists, parent involvement, and narrative endings, you will realize that they are coming-of-age narratives. Sammy's change from childhood to adulthood in A & P is visible in his questioning of conformity. These three girls are an example of Sammy's nonconformity. He watches them from the moment they enter the store, distracted by their mode of dressing, and he even makes an error on his register. In ‘’Where are You Going, Where Have You Been’’, she is seen in her regular visits to the Big Boy Restaurant without her parents' consent, trying her best to capture the attention of strangers, which she does as the story continues?
In contrast to her mother's opinion, Connie feels she's of age and needs freedom to do things independently. Generally, both Joyce Carol Oates’ and John Updike’s short narratives focused on the main characters' transition periods. While Carol Oates’ story had a couple of settings, the main climax occurred at Connie’s maternal home, and in the story "A&P," the whole narrative occurred at the supermarket. While John Updike's story is presented in the first person, via the eyes of Sammy, “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been” was narrated by an outside view in the third person. Although the stories’ points of view are not similar, the two narratives help the readers understand the text clearly and thoroughly.
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