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The Expectation of Womanhood 
Laura had dramatic experiences after choosing the offer of getting married to the husband she thought would bring happiness and prosperous marriage in the community. Laura faces the most trivial and utmost suffering for making the choice of becoming a wife. A woman should be able to critically make a choice not knowing what the future holds for her (Harper 1). Dilemma questions are the attributes of Laura as she spends a lot of time choosing the offer of becoming a wife or an old maid. She either has to choose to become a wife with the fears that the husband may not respond in love to her or she chose to become an old maid where loneliness and loveless environment would be the daily life. Janette exclaims “…that is the most dreadful fate that can befall a woman?” (Harper 2)
Laura is left on her deathbed wishing for her husband's return for comfort. Being a Woman in this society meant one must persevere alone despite being a married woman. After the death of her child, the man seems caring but leaves for other pleasures and the woman is left to soothe herself (Harper 6). Besides, being a woman was becoming a slave to one's emotions and desires that despite the woman desire to have a glimpse of her man's love for the last time, the neglect of her husband and unkindness crushes her heart (Harper 7). Being a woman means one must persevere loneliness and expect hardly any from your husband in terms of comfort and consoling the heart. She says her heart grew weary because of “her absent and recreant husband” (Harper 4)
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