[bookmark: _GoBack]Course Assignment: CREATING AN ARGUMENT – The Research Essay Proposal
Instructions:
500-600 words, including the references page (double-spaced, 12-pt font in Times New Roman, in the default format of a Word document).
The goal of this assignment is to demonstrate that you have determined the main argument, the structure, and the process of reasoning for your final research essay.
Structure: Choose your research topic from the ones listed below. For your essay proposal, provide a short first paragraph in which you situate your reader and present your thesis. Then (in approximately three short central paragraphs), present a summary of the main points in your argument. Remember that a thesis must take a position that demands a process of reasoning (i.e. argument); think about what process of reasoning is required (what step goes first and why, which goes second and why, etc.) in order to prove your argument. Having briefly presented that argument, provide a concluding one- or two-sentence final paragraph in which you expand outwards to think about the logical and interpretive implications of this argument to the larger work.
The final element of this proposal is a page listing 3 secondary reference works (articles, chapters in books, other relevant documents) you will use to support your argument. For each one, state in a well-developed sentence or two the main point of the piece and its purpose in your essay.
Research will be crucial for the successful construction of an argument, both for the literary analysis of a given text and for situating it within its historical context.
Topics:
1. Consider the treatment of gender or race (either explicitly presented or treated in terms of genre substitutes like androids) as it applies to one story from the syllabus( see the list below). You may pursue any theoretical direction of your choosing (post-colonial, feminist, or queer theory, for example).
2. Choose Rick Deckard, Bilbo Baggins, or Batman. To what extent are they typical or atypical heroes according to the monomyth of Joseph Campbell? Focus your analysis on only one or two stages of Campbell's cycle.
3. Select one story. To what extent does it correspond to or deliberately deviate from the concerns of the Gothic OR Modernism in how it treats a particular issue? Focus your thesis on one specific social, political, religious, or formal issue, rather than dealing with broad generalizations.
4. Select one story. To what extent is this story deliberately representative of a literary genre such as fantasy, science fiction, or horror? Please focus on a particular formal or thematic aspect of the text, and base your analysis in a particular critical interpretation(s) of the genre in question. You are free to refine your focus still further and examine a possible sub-genre, such as “dystopian science-fiction”.
Story list:
Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher”
Shirley Jackson, “The Lottery”
H. P. Lovecraft, “The Color Out of Space”, “The Shadow Over Innsmouth”
Franz Kafka, “The Metamorphosis”
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Hobbit
Ursula K. Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas”
Angela Carter, “The Company of Wolves”
Octavia Butler, “Speech Sounds”
Kurt Vonnegut, “Harrison Bergeron”
Frank Miller and David Mazzucchelli, Batman: Year One
Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons, Watchmen
