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Despite its global significance as a known world heritage, the Turkish government has converted the Hagia Sophia into a mosque. The building located in Istanbul Turkey has been transformed from its initial status of being a museum recognized by UNESCO to a religious facility consequently leading to mixed reactions among various stakeholders. Observably, this came after a court ruling that stripped the building off its status paving way for its conversion into a mosque. In the court’s arguments, it was indicated that the building was originally registered as a mosque. Currently, the building, Hagia Sophia has been a key tourist attraction site in Turkey, visited by millions of people annually. 
Arguably, the decision has however resulted in a polarization between those in support of the action and those rejecting the decision to convert it. It is possible that this conversion would lead to a break between the east and the west. It is imperative to understand that as a tourist attraction site, Hagia Sophia was accessible to all, however, its conversion into a mosque has significantly impacted on the access. For instance, with the historical faith traditions associated with the building, the universal access to the building has been restricted and remains accessible to Muslims. Believably, this would create greater divisions between Islam and the orthodox religion (Marshall, 2020). 
Similarly, the conversion of Hagia Sophia into a mosque is argued to negatively affect Turkey’s image (Andrew, 2020). The conversion of the world heritage having been pushed by president Erdogan has caused alarm globally. Andrew (2020) argued that the conversion would significantly undermine the country’s stand on issues of freedom of religion and protecting the rights of the minority. Admittedly, Turkey presents challenges regarding minority rights and freedom of the religion. For this reason, this conversion would further aggravate the already bad international image. 
Religious experts have argued that the president’s move and support for the conversion of Hagia Sophia could set a very bad precedence for religious minorities in the country (Gauthier-Villars, 2020). It is argued that the process leading to the conversion of the building into a mosque could embolden extremists into intensifying their ideas of destroying minority heritage sites.
In a sense, it is essential to note that the building was originally a Byzantine Christian cathedral that was only converted into a mosque by the Ottoman Emperor, however, in 1934, the building was considered a world heritage by UNESCO consequently giving the facility a universal appeal. It is believed that this conversion would create religious divisions consequently diminishing its former appeal as a heritage destination for people from all faiths, more specifically the orthodox Christians (Marshall, 2020). As a museum, Hagia Sophia acted as a bridge between Muslims and those of differing faith traditions and cultures. 
Also, the conversion of the museum into a mosque could arguably strip the facility of its status a cultural heritage. UNESCO indicated that governments had the responsibilities to protect the world heritage sites under their jurisdictions and ensure no modifications to the outstanding universal value. Before the conversion, UNESCO called on the Turkish government to a negotiating table to discuss the impacts of the decision on the building’s universal value. In essence, the transformation has raised concerns regarding the preservation of the facility and historic features and treasures as highlighted by Eastmond (2017).



The transformation of the museum into a mosque has since received a backlash from the public with the majority arguing that the facility ought to have remained neutral as it used to be and open to everyone from all religions and backgrounds (Uras, 2020). Some have noted that Hagia Sophia shouldn’t be limited to religion and should remain open because it represents history and humanity. In a sense, the building’s conversion could be considered as a declaration by the government that country is no longer secular consequently putting at risk the other minority religious groups.
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