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Introduction
Taking the life of other people is something that has been considered illegal for so long. Despite the fact that no one is immortal and that everyone will finally die, no one has the responsibility and rights to take the life of other people. However, this may be permitted in some few exceptional cases. These are instances that are recognized by the law, and an example is death prosecution, which a decision that might be made by a jury. In the past and currently, murder has also been done in several cases in the hospital (Kloppenborg, & Opfer, 2002). These are in cases of doctor’s or health service providers’ death aided practices. There are different forms of killing or taking the life of, and this is one way that it can be conducted in the hospitals. It is commonly known as mercy killing where the doctor might take the life of a patient who is suffering from a disease that cannot be cured and is becoming a burden to the family members and at the same time going through a lot of pain. In some cases, it may be the family members or the patient who might request the doctor to their life. Another particular type of serial killing that has a long history and has been practiced for so long is serial killing. Serial killing is a killing that is illegal. It entails a unique behavior where a person just decided to take the life of more than one person at different periods. The person who conducts serial killing is known as a serial killer. According to FBI, a serial killer is a person who takes the life of other people and the murder committed has to be of at least three people or more within a given a period of one month or more. When this type of murder is carried out, the killers are always smart enough to give it a cooling off period in between the murders so that people may not realize easily (Seltzer, 2013). Serial killing is taking place in our society, and this is a problem that needs to be dealt with since it recognized to be illegal by the law. 
Background
Serial killing is an issue that has a long history and has been practiced for so long in society. Serial killers are just people who are borne in the same way we are born, and they stay with us just like our ordinary neighbors. However, this peculiar activity of taking the life of other people is recognized by the law and treated to be illegal. It is an activity that has been considered immoral and is very painful, especially when we lose the life of essential people in our society or when we lose the life of beloved family members. Of course, no one will wish to lose the life of their dear ones because of the immoral activities of these few people who exist in our society (Keatley, Golightly, Shephard, Yaksic, & Reid, 2018). Life is so precious, and one of the best gifts we are given that no one should take away from us. Many factors might drive serial killers to murder other people. Some examples of these factors are psychological disorders, sexual motives, economic driven motives (killing other people for money), and many more. In common cases, the term serial killing has been defined as unlawful homicide where the life of at least two people or more has been taken by the same person or a given identified group of people at different times and separate events. How the serial killers murder people at various events may be identified by a similar characteristic in all the events. For instance, a given serial killer may be identified by raping the victims first and then going ahead to stub them at a particular part of the body or strangling them after the rape. The serial killers are people who seem not to get tired with the activities of killing, and if the law enforcers fail to identify them in time, then more lives of people might be lost. Therefore, the serial killers need to be recognized as fast as possible and proper action taken to them by the law to save more lives (Ostrosky, & Ardila, 2017). Serial killing may be confused by another common term known as mass murder. These two are different entails a situation where many people are killed at the same time and same place. 
Partition
Serial killers are identified by the law to be criminals and are therefore punishable by the law. When writing about serial killing and serial killers, various important sub-topics may be touched. These are topics that will help us understand more about the act of serial murder and come up with some suggestions on what can be done to control this situation that is affecting several people in society (Harrison, Hughes, & Gott, 2019). Serial killing is a big problem in society that has been that needs to be well discussed so that people can understand it better. Some of the topics under serial killing are going to be;
· History of serial killing
· Causes or why serial killer murders innocent people.
· Characteristics of serial killing
· Laws governing serial killing
· Effects of serial killers to the society
Confirmation
History of serial killing
Various historical criminologists suggest that there might have been serial killers throughout history. They say that many serial killers could have existed a long time ago, and the only problem is that there is no concrete evidence that can show this in terms of writing. Several specific cases were not recorded. However, there are some sources that try to explain what inspired some serial killer to kill people during those days. Some of these sources give suggestions that several medieval serial killers inspired legends such as vampires and were wolves. The medieval serial killers are serial killers who existed during the Middle Age, which lasted from the 5th to 15th century in the history of Europe (Kloppenborg, & Opfer, 2002). It is a period where the serial killer existed at the time of the fall of the Western Roman Empire and merging of the Renaissance or the Age of discovery. In Africa, there were also some cases that can be traced back to be serial killing. There were periodic outbreaks of murder by the leopard men and lion men as they were commonly known. These are groups of people who were considered to be serial killers on the African soils. 
In his history, some serial killers were leaders, an example is Liu Pengli, who was made the emperor of Jing in 144 BC. A Chinese historian reported that this leader would go out on a marauding expedition with men of about 20 to 30 in the number who would murder people and seize their belongings. Many people came to know this, but they could not talk about it until the issue was raised by a son of one victim who had been killed (Jeddi, 2017). The report was sent to the Emperor who came to realize that he had killed at least 100 people. He could not be executed as the court requested and therefore, was banished and sent to be a commoner. Another major example is in Europe where a serial killer existed long ago. This is where elements of serial killers started to be made open to people. One of the wealthiest men in Europe sexually assaulted and killed children. This was a well-known person and respected person in the society who was also a former companion-in-arms of Joan Arc. His victims were mainly boy whom he used to abduct from the surrounding villages and take to his home. He killed very many innocent young boys and some ladies and the number is estimated to be between 140 to 800 victims. Elizabeth Bathory, who was a Hungarian Aristocrat, also tortured and killed about 650 girls and young women. Despite the fact that she was born in one of the wealthiest families, she was finally arrested in 1610. 
The first modern serial killers were identified from the 1880s with Jack the Ripper being considered as the first modern serial killer. He is said to have killed at least five women and even more that were not recorded in 1888 in London. He became the subject to massive investigation and manhunt that was carried out by the Metropolitan Police. It is during this time of the serial killing that most of the most modern criminal investigation techniques were developed. His case brought a massive turn in the manner in which the serial killers are hunted and arrested. When police realized that something fishy was going on, they conducted house-to-house search and collected forensic material that helped in the identification and arrest of the serial killer. Earliest character profiles of the offender were first assembled during this time by police surgeon Thomas Bond. The case of Jack Ripper marked an important watershed in the treatment of serial killing journalists. In history, Jack was not the first serial killer, but his case was the first to create a media frenzy worldwide. Since then, we have seen several serial killing cases on worldwide news headlines and the methods such as forensics are also being used to identify and arrest serial killers. 
Causes or motives of serial killers
Many reasons might force serial killers to murder their victims in different environments. Psychological disorders; some of the serial killers may exhibit mental illness or psychopathy. Due to varying degree psychopathy that they may be suffering from, the condition may contribute to their homicidal violent acts. For instance, a person who has mental disorders may have psychotic breaks that may force them to have a belief that they are compelled to kill by other entities, or they are another person. Some of the traits common with serial killers with psychopathic behavior are impulsivity, remorse, the need for control, and many more. 
Economic gain; these are the type of serial killer who mainly murders their victims for financial gains. They go with two major aims, taking money from their victims and the killing them. The fact about this type of people is that they are interested in many but also more as they kill people and then get away with their money or useful assets that they can sale and get money. 
Profession; some of the serial killers murder their victims because they find themselves to be in a position that they can take advantage of the victims and kill them. A common example is some people who have pathological interest in the power of life and death. These are people who may decide to kill a patient or heal them. When some acquire such jobs, they misuse their knowledge in the field of medicine to kill other people. In most cases, these types of serial killers are referred to as “angels of death.” They will decide to kill their patients for various reasons such as killing for a sense of sadistic pleasure, simply because they can do so or believe that they are easing the pain of the patient. An example of a serial who killed because of this reason is Harold Shipman, who was a British doctor. Another example was a nurse known as Jane Toppan. 
Sexual pleasures; this is a group of a serial killer who kills other people because of their sexual pleasures desires. They will rape their victims, and then after satisfying their pleasure, they kill the victims. This is a prevalent type of homicide done by serial killers. This may come in different forms as some serial killers rape their victims when they are alive and then kill them after finishing the act. For some serial killers, they are sexually aroused by death and will kill their victims first then do the act with them after death. 
Chromosomal makeup; recent studies have been done to try to prove the possibility that chromosome abnormality can be the trigger for some serial killers. A study that was conducted on two famous serial killers revealed that chromosome abnormalities could also lead to serial killing. The two serial killers who had chromosome abnormalities were Richard Speck and Bobby Joe Long. Speck had an erroneous extra Y chromosome while Long had an extra X chromosome. Therefore, chromosome abnormalities may also trigger serial killers. 
Characteristics of serial killers
Some of the serial killers were often abused; this mostly relies on how people are brought up. Some of the serial killers were abused in different ways by their families as they grew up, and this can play a significant role in pushing someone to be a serial killer (Innes, 2017). The different ways of abuse may include physically, sexually, emotionally and more. 
More likely to engage in necrophilia, partialism, or fetishism. These are paraphilias which comes with a strong tendency to feel an object of erotic.
 Most of them were socially isolated or frequently bullied; when people are bullied or ridiculed at a tender age, they grow up hating everybody, and this causes them to kill more people. An example of a serial killer who was ridiculed and later suffered mass rejection was Henry Lee Lucas. 
Some may suffer or show signs of psychopathy and mental disorders. This is so common among a number of serial killers. When taken for screening, some are usually found to be suffering from some degree of mental disorders. 
Some were involved in petty crimes; most of the serial killers might have a criminal history and might have engaged in petty crimes such as vandalism, theft, fraud and other offenses. 
Often have issues staying employed; some of the serial killers seem normal and have steady jobs which make their identification hectic. However, some of them have problems staying at the job and do not have stable families. 
Have an average or low IQ; past studies have suggested that serial killers have an average or low IQ. 
Laws governing serial killing
Serial killers are treated as criminals and this is because serial killing is an activity that is illegal. Serial killing is immoral and considered to be evil in society. The law recognizes it be an illegal activity, and those proved guilty have to face the repercussions. In the United States Law, “killing” is defined as conduct that would constitute an offense under section 1111 of title 18. The law further states that serial killing refers to a series of three or more killings committed within the US and must show a common characteristic such as suggesting a reasonable possibility that the same person or people did the repeated crimes. The people of the US have little or no sympathy for serial killers or any serious crime committed against another person. In the US, the Sentence Administration Amendment (Multiple Murders Act) 2018 specifies that such cases like serial killings are punishable by the law.
Effects of serial killers to the society
Serial killers cause various adverse effects on society. In fact, they are people who are referred to as immoral because of the evil acts that they do. The effects that it causes to the economy can be classified to economic and social effects. 
Social effects
When serial killers kill our neighbors, friends, and family members, they cut that tie that exists between our beloved ones and us. This brings a bad feeling, and most people usually feel very sad when they lose their loved ones are killed by the serial killers who do not even care much about the feelings of other people (Wiest, 2016). To add, when men are killed, women remain to be widows and at the same time, when parents are killed, the number of orphans increases. This might lead to more suffering if the person killed was the breadwinner of the family. The orphanage percentage of a country will also increase. 
Economic effects
When serial killers kill people who are active in the labor sector, then there will be a shortage of labor in several companies and organizations. This may limit the production of goods and various resources that are important to the country. In some cases, it may lead to losses in companies, especially when an active member in an important production line is killed.
Refutation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite the fact that serial killers are referred to as criminals, some few people support them in some ways. This is a group of people who argue that it is the right of the serial killers to express themselves especially after going through a rough time in their life. Most of the serial killers have been isolated and left to suffer by their families, and therefore, it is the family that abandoned them who should perish and not the serial killers who are just expressing their feelings (Harrison, Murphy, Bowers, & Flaherty, 2015). Some of the people also argue that several serial killers murder people because of their mental disorder. Such people should not be punished but taken to rehabilitation centers and hospitals for treatment. According to me, these are misguided opinions because life is so precious that it should be played with. You should not express your feelings by infringing the rights of other people, and this means that the serial killers should face the full force of the law. 
In conclusion, serial killers are people who have typically murdered three or more people where the murders have taken place over a given period of more than a month with a significant period between them. Serial killers have a long history, and several factors lead to serial killing. Some examples are mental disorders, sexual pleasures, chromosomal disorders, and many more. There are also different characteristics shown by serial killers, and these may help the judicial system to get more about the culprits (Cummins, Foley, & King, 2019). The law considers serial killers to be criminals and once found guilty; they face the full force of the law by punishments that they deserve. Serial killers have still existing, and they cause both cultural and economic effects on society. Therefore, the law enforces should fight hard to get serial killers and stop such actions from taking place within the community. 
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