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Read this essay at https://ualr.edu/rmburns/RB/staffort.html by William Stafford on his writing process, then answer the following: 1. Which of his points made the biggest impression on you? 2. What do you think he is saying? 3.How might that apply in your writing as a college student taking English 101? All these questions in a paragraph that is at least 250 words.
William Stafford’s essay is intriguing and it makes me wonder how indeed writing is a process that is greatly detached from skills and depends so much on reception of ideas. From his points, the one that made the biggest impression on me is his point regarding carelessness of failure. In his essay, Stafford states that when he begins to write, after the inception of an idea, he does not care about failure. Failure in this context does not refer to failure to complete what he starts writing but failure for his piece of writing to communicate or create insignificance in the society. This carelessness about failure is intriguing because many people might think that it is important to care about the significance of the piece of writing before putting down the pen to paper. In his essay, I think that Stafford is saying that in the process of writing, the most important thing is the plain receptivity which is the inception of the idea on which a writer builds his writing. He says that in the process of writing, the writer should be ready to fail in terms of not creating the significance he or she would have wanted. This calls for not caring about what becomes of his or her writing in the process of writing. An important point in Stafford’s essay is that once an idea is conceived, the writing process can source from an inexhaustible world of things brought about by thought and experience which bring an endless possibility of human vision and this means that once writing begins, it can go on and on. This might apply to me as a college student taking English 101 by empowering me to convert my experiences and thoughts through the capabilities of the human vision that I have to put my ideas into writing and this can lead to a writing career in my life. It also gives me the understanding that I should not be wary of failure in my writing because the sophistication of creating significance in society through my writing comes automatically as I continue practicing the art of writing. This is because as a college student taking English 101, I often engage in writing.
Read this essay at https://eng10165511.wordpress.com/readings/on-writing/elbow-freewriting by Peter Elbow on freewriting. Also, read this short article at https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-freewriting-1692850 on freewriting by Richard Nordquist. Please answer the following: Have you ever done freewriting? In what context? If so, was it useful? How do you imagine you might use this technique as a writer? Answer all these questions in at least 250 words.
To the question of whether I have ever done freewriting, the answer is yes. I have done freewriting in my elementary schools several times. Many of the times I have engaged in Freewriting was during writing homework assignments whenever I was given a composition to write about. I remember there is a day the teacher gave us a composition topic to write about the most bizarre thing we have ever experienced in life. I did freewriting to try and come up with an idea for a perfect essay for that composition topic. I have also done freewriting while trying to write a short story for myself. In all the situations I have done freewriting, particularly in the situation where I was trying to write an essay about a composition topic given in class, the freewriting exercise was useful in the sense that it helped me to come up with a storyline along which I followed to complete the essay that I letter scored highly on. The freewriting exercise also helped me to gain confidence in my writing capabilities because every time I looked at the product of my freewriting, I could see that I could produce great pieces of writing and this gave me confidence. As a writer, I imagine that I might use freewriting technique to help me come up with an idea for a short story or even a novel. In my life, since I was in elementary school, I have always wanted to be a great author of literary works such as novels and short stories. Every time I read a novel II get motivated to write my own piece in future so that other people can also read it. However, conceiving an idea to write a short story or a novel is normally the biggest writer block to many people. Therefore, I as a writer, I imagine that freewriting technique will help me to come up with ideas and even to write those long pieces of writing such as short stories and novels.
What, in your opinion, makes a good story? Answer should be at least 250 words
In my opinion, a good story has a number of things. First and foremost, a good story has a storyline that is understandable and not confusing. I believe that a good story should be understandable by people of various academic qualification. Therefore, too abstract storylines that are difficult to follow, in my opinion, make the story, difficult to understand. Therefore, to me, a good story is that which has a clear storyline, which can be understood by people of different academic levels and qualifications. Secondly, a good story is one which creates to the experiences of people in the society. A story whose characters experience and act in the same way the people in the society do. This way, the story creates significance in the society because the readers can liken what they read in the story to what they see in their real-life situations and can, therefore, derive valid learning points of the story for the betterment of their lives. Stories of great authors of literary works indicate that their pieces of writing have a stronger connection to the real-life situations. They do not communicate about unreal world but the real world that their readers leave in. As such, a good story should follow in the path of such authors by ensuring there is a great attachment and connection to what the readers experience in their real-life situations. Last but not least, in my opinion, a good story is made from an original idea conceived by the author through thinking and reflecting and envisioning the human experiences in the environment in which the author finds him or herself. Stories written from original ideas are more intriguing and interesting to read. Therefore, a good story tries to deviate from writing about things that have been vastly written about by other writers.
