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The Death of a Salesman
Arthur Miller's The Death of a Salesman discusses William Loman and his family's story. William and Linda are married to each other, and they have two children between them – Biff and Happy. Arthur uses various themes such as the American dream and gender relations, and symbols such as seeds to discuss pertinent issues affecting society.
The play illustrates the American dream's theme through the characters that strive to attain the dream and get frustrated when they fail. Willy desires to be a successful salesman, and he demonstrates this when he says, "Cause what could be more satisfying than to be able to go, at the age of eighty-four, into twenty or thirty different cities and pick up a phone, and be remembered and loved and helped by so many different people?" (Miller, 1996, p. 839). He also demonstrates this by his passion and desire to have his son, Biff, go to school, although he had no money to finance his studies.
The theme of gender relations, which deals with relationships with people of the opposite gender, is also evident in the play. The gender relationships taking place in this society are painted badly by the affair that Willy Loman has with one of the most attractive women and his son's womanizing character (Miller, 1996). However, his wife, Linda, is not carried by this mindset but maintains her loyalty to her husband.
One of the prominent images portrayed in the play is the seeds used to portray Willy and his hard work as a father and salesman. He feels that he has worked too hard but has nothing to show and leave for his children and family when he dies. It also represents his failure as a parent to educate his son, Biff, since he takes his son's failure to reflect on his role as a father (Miller, 1996). 
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