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ENGLISH 102: WRITING THROUGH LITERATURE

No textbook is required and all the readings will be posted in Blackboard.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS

Why should I read poems, novels or short stories? What is the point of understanding and interpreting literature while my life has little to do with it? When you start the course you may have apprehensions about "literature," as if the word suggests something totally beyond your ability to comprehend, or something you can afford to do without. As a matter of fact, literature, in the forms of poem, prose, short story, novel, or drama, is nothing but someone's understanding or interpretation of the world, of his involvement with Nature, people, society, and, most importantly, himself or herself. Literature is meant to be read and understood. The experience conveyed in any literary piece, poem or fiction, is meant to be shared and identified with by its reader. Therefore, if you are a diligent and careful reader, you will learn a great deal from your reading.

We have two related goals in this course: read literature with understanding and write about literature with clarity and conviction.

To fulfill these two goals, we will start with reading, group‑discussion, and class‑discussion because one cannot write a critical analysis without thinking critically. Writing should be the natural outcome of one’s reading and discussion, from which topics can be generated. Since writing is a more "sharpened and focused expression of thought and study," and since this course is a writing course, our emphasis will be on working towards well‑ developed and well‑focused essays. You will be encouraged to go through the pre-writing, writing and rewriting processes. For every major assignment, you should attempt to write two or three drafts.

It is imperative that you read the assigned piece of literature before coming to class, so that you can contribute to the class discussion. If I give you a thinking‑ question sheet, I expect you to answer them in writing and bring your answers to class. 

GRADING
Papers: 

1. An essay on a story. 500‑800 words, worth 15% of the total grade. 

2. An Essay on a play. 600‑1,000 words, worth 15% of the total grade.   

3. Research paper. 1,200-1,500 words, worth 25% of the total grade.

Examinations:
Midterm: Essay questions on stories, worth 10% of the total grade. 

Final: Essay questions on the play and poems, worth 15% of the total grade.

Written Responses:

You are required to turn in answers to reading questions. Bring your responses for class and group discussions and then hand them in for credit. You have to turn in at least ten responses throughout the semester for the 10% of homework submission.
Class participation and attendance: 

Attendance and class participation will be worth the remaining 10% of the grade.

PAPER PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION
All three major papers should be typed and submitted to Blackboard.  If you have to email the paper to me, please use Word or Google Doc format, not PDF format.
An assignment sheet will be posted in Blackboard for each essay ahead of time. Make sure that you get prepared and read critically. Extra credit will be given to papers with a well-focused thesis and original ideas. You should try your best in refining the thesis, building up the essay structure, paying close attention to diction and grammar. 
All the papers, Essay I, Essay II and the research paper can be rewritten for a better grade, and I highly encourage you to take the opportunity to do so.  
If you have problems in grammar and in essay and body paragraph development, please log on to the Writing Center for help.

ATTENDANCE
Make an effort to come to the meeting on time and prepared. Our success in class depends on everyone being here and participating in and contributing to class discussion. If you have to be absent, it is your responsibility to find out the reading and writing assignment and to make up for whatever you have missed. 

PLAGIARISM
Since you are going to write with sources extensively, you should be conscious of not using others' ideas without giving credit to them. The student who submits a paper which in whole or part has been written by someone else or which contains unacknowledged passages or quotations is guilty of plagiarism. This is a serious offense and can cause disastrous consequences.

Tentative Syllabus for Spring II 2021
Week
1
Introduction 



Diagnostic Essay



Reading “The Chrysanthemums”


Sample essay discussed



“A&P” 



“Battle Royal” 
                        “Cathedral” 


Paragraph development
Week
2
“Winter Dreams”

                        “Everything That Rises Must Converge”


“A Rose for Emily” 


“Paul’s Case” 
 Brainstorming on topics and writing essay proposals 
Week
3
The first essay is due





“The Things They Carried” 

“Young Goodman Brown” 
“Sonny’s Blues” 


Midterm on Short stories


Essay development

Week
4
Oedipus the King 
Week
5
A Doll House  


The second essay is due


Research paper assigned



Poems to be assigned



Working on the research paper



Reading poems

Week
6
Research paper is due



Reading poems

Week
7
Final examination
Yu Zhang is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: My Meeting

Time: Jun 22, 2021 08:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

        Every week on Tue, Thu, until Aug 3, 2021, 13 occurrence(s)

        Jun 22, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jun 24, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jun 29, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 1, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 6, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 8, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 13, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 15, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 20, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 22, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 27, 2021 08:00 AM

        Jul 29, 2021 08:00 AM

        Aug 3, 2021 08:00 AM

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.

Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZYrcuitqjssH9EE4boD8v8BW6f1qLLhWNKn/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGqqD4rH9CVthyCRpwQBI_4d-_wiGJdgvp4uUvnDAQLdFvUAbREY6NTPNDn

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651540655?pwd=MjhjNkVWR3gwVEVObmYwcVRFL0ZSUT09

Meeting ID: 826 5154 0655

Passcode: 997682

One tap mobile

+16465588656,,82651540655# US (New York)

+13126266799,,82651540655# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

Meeting ID: 826 5154 0655

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keHnGJM1TC
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