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The Murders before the Marathon

Name

Institution

Introduction

Zalkind seems to connect the event to the history when she explains that from the start of the murder, investigators failed in following up on what seemed like the obvious leads. When they learned about the murder that occurred, they did not visit a gym where the training of Brendan occurred and also Brendan’s friend Tamerlan Tsarnev was not questioned on the incident even though many friends of Brendan aid they gave the police his name. After the three murders, the state detective told a victim’s mother on day ten that their investigators were just waiting for that case to be solved on its own.

 The essay seems to connect to the cultures when it explains the characters lifestyles, for example, Erick Weissman is described as a drug dealer during his college period as he was selling the high-end weed. He had the spotless sneakers and wire-rimmed nerd glasses with the contagious smile (Mannof, 2014). He loves smoking the sour diesel while talking about selling the pot as the community service while speaking of not operating in the violent circles (Miller, 2012). Zalkind also explains the religion in the essay where Reni converted from being the Armenian Christian to a Muslim for her to be married to Ibragim. Zalkind also describes the culture adopted by the victims for the drug abuse which they feel as the way of their social lives. During their discussions, it is evident that they were connected together by drugs thus making them to do their business with more secret. When the three men were found dead, the pounds of Marijuana was found covering their bodies thus making the investigator to conclude that the victims were associated with drugs or robbery. The author also links the event to the lives of institutions by explaining how the characters met for instance in the college where they learned together and later moved to the society (Mannof, 2014). During their college life, they engaged in the drug business, and the author has not explained the role of the college in correcting the behavior. After the college, they found jobs in different companies and also attended the gym in a certain company where the companies do not identify their behaviors, and after the gym owner informing the police about the best friend who might be linked to the murder, no action was taken against the suspect. During the investigations and interviews done by the FBI, no actions were taken on the suspects besides other police officers had witnessed one the suspect murdering another victim, but he never attempted to do a follow up until the Marathon bombing incident.  

Zakind’s writing and reporting seem to build the sense of optimism and hope atop the previous world’s ruins when she explained how the FBI agents contacted Dylan and showed him the photo lineups series that identified Ibragim Todashev despite his complete image remaining unknown by his relatives and friends (Miller, 2012). Later, she also explained that during the interview with the suspect’s girlfriend, the suspect was arrested by the officers who took him and his friend Khusen for an interview. One of the agents known as Chris took his friend outside for an interview while Ibragim remained with the officers who told Khusein to leave after waiting for long claiming they will drop the suspect in his apartment. Later, the neighbors said that they heard shots after midnight where their parking lot was filled with the police cruisers. Ibragim’s family later released pictures of Ibragim’s inert body indicating the shootings on the head, arm, and the chest. All the media announced his death with the contradictory messages linked to the murder of the three and the Marathon bombing. Also during her interviews with people who seem to be connected with the murderers and the suspect by revealing more information that seems to be hidden while remaining unsolved. Her writing and reporting during the investigation offer the best opportunity to perform the follow up of the case and also puts the FBI on the frontline regarding any incident that might occur which is linked to the previous murder. Her reporting enabled the state officers to take the case with the seriousness required thus identifying all the victims that were linked to the murder and taking actions against them (Mannof, 2014). Most victims who were linked to the suspects who performed the murder were deported to their countries while others were opened the case files making them be jailed. The reporting of Zalkind brought relieves and hopes to the citizens and also assured them of their security due to the efforts the FBI put in the incident. Zalkind has achieved writing and reporting that moves the readers to the world when she investigates the murder of three men which was neglected by the police by drug dealing claims that were not proved. Later the suspects proceed with the Marathon bombing which affects the entire world. According to Zalkind, if the investigation was performed and the suspects arraigned, the bombing could have been avoided (Miller, 2012). Her writing has shifted from mundane, the personal tragedies which mark any person’s life in the culture, history, and institutions lives surrounding everyone.

Zalkind seems to engage productively with the eras of dark realities when she explains that after the murder of Rafi Teken, Brendan Mess and Erick Weissman no one attempted to investigate their murder (Mannof, 2014). The murder of the three men seem to be the period’s dark reality where after their friend Hiba found them, he screamed and left the apartment explaining that their throats were slashed with force where their heads were decapitating. It was described by Waltham's veteran investigator as the worst bloodbath ever seen where their wounds were compared to the training video of Al-Qaeda. The marijuana covered the two corpses; the other corpse had the fighting wounds where the arms had scratch marks. He had the puncture marks on the head, temple, ear and was bruised on the lips.

 Zalkind also engages productively in the era of dark realities when she describes how the drug dealers engaged in the business during their freshman year in the college and how she also engaged in smoking with the friends before he quit the behavior (Miller, 2012). In addition, during the confrontations at work when Ibragim engages in violent acts and also kills a victim when the officers witnessed without any action being taken against him.

As a reader, I feel being engaged with the dark realities through the author’s investigative writing when she paints an image of the violent acts, murder, and trauma from the victims who were tortured by the suspects and the police (Mannof, 2014). In the murder of the three men, zalkind’s description and the photos displayed seems disturbing to any reader who reads his essay. The trauma that the suspects friends undergo is also painted in the essay before being deported to their countries. The engagement seems important to the reader as one can understand the value of writing and reporting for the humanity education and mainly in the world of terrorism, war, trauma, complicity, fraudulence, and violence. Besides, the reader can engage himself in the follow up in ensuring whether the concerned bodies can take actions on the suspects and be able to handle such incidents in future (Miller, 2012). The dark reality also enables the reader to have an awareness of an occurrence of such an incident and be able to save his life.

Conclusion

Zalkind’s essay has succeeded in moving past the individual tragedies of the three men who were murdered and people in lives to link towards something bigger. The author was able to explain the dark realities that occurred, but the state did not take action on the incidents. Later after the bombing, the FBI started their investigation later to find out that the bombing suspect was connected to the three murder case that had been dismissed by connecting it to drug dealing business issues or robbery. According to Zalkind, the Marathon bombing could have been avoided if the police had done the investigation and accused the suspects that were linked to the murder.
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