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Intro to Rhetoric Theory 
The Rhetorical Situation
The rhetorical situation contains three parts; the exigence, audience, and constraints. The exigence is the problem or issue that needs to be addressed, and either has the ability to be changed (rhetorical) or not (non-rhetorical). The second part of a rhetorical situation is the audience. The audience, which is best, suited when the people involved, can be persuaded since persuasion is a major aspect of rhetoric (Bitzer, 1999). The constraint is anything related to the situation processes the ability to limit actions. The constraint could be a; belief, facts, traditions, religion, among other factors. 
Relationship between Rhetoric and Situation
The rhetoric controls the situational response; Vatz (1973) emphasizes that the retor has to select facts to communicate with the audience. Vatz distinguishes his concept by saying that the retor is responsible for making choices and construction of rhetorical meaning.
Relationship between Rhetoric and Situation According to Bitzer
Bitzer (1999), on the other hand, says that the exigence is a result of an event. Rhetoric arises when a speaker addresses the audience in response to an exigence.
Differences between Vatz and Bitzer’s Theory
The theory of rhetoric and the situation between the two theories differs in approach. Vatz (1973) emphasizes that the rhetoric controls the situational response, while Bitzer (1999) emphasizes that an event produces an exigence. An example, as demonstrated by Bitzer's theory, is; a situation in which a blind person about to walk into heavy traffic (exigency), and it’s up to another pedestrian (the audience) to stop the However, this approach is contrary to Vatzian theory which states that situations are subjective, meaning that there are other possible responses to the situation. An example, in this situation, the observing audience could be holding a crying baby with no one else to help. In the latter case, the situation would not allow for prompt action. 
Description of the P&G Situation according to Bitzer’s theory
The situation had an exigence (the killing of tigers), which led to the actions by activists to zip line on buildings carrying posters. The audience, in this case, is the general public, who poses mixed feelings about the whole situation. The constraint is the authorities who reacted by arresting the activists and questioning them. Vatz on the other hand bases the rhetorical theory on subjectivism. The behavior by the activities was not very ethically correct hence the situation was contradictory to Vatz’s theory  
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