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SHORT ESSAYS
1. Action can be rational, belief cannot. What does this aphorism mean? Can you use Plato’s cave to explain it
Traditional philosophical schools of thought hold that human beings differ from other animals in that they are rational and can reason. The truth of this claim is dependent on what one takes rational or reason to mean. The terms “rational" and “reason" mean different things both in academia and colloquially. Rational can be taken to mean what is in accordance with the causal laws and is orderly and intelligible. In the social sciences, rational is taken to mean what helps one achieve what they want (instrumental rationality) or what is in one’s best interests. Therefore a rational action is one guided by instrumental rationality or by one’s prudence. However, individual standards of prudence and instrumental rationality are based on what one believes is best for them or will help them achieve what they want. Personal beliefs are propositions that one accepts as true. However, individual beliefs can be justified and true, and still not count as true knowledge, which is what would make them rational. In Allegory of the Cave, Plato tries to clarify the difference between knowledge and belief. The allegory is about prisoners in a cave. There is a fire behind the prisoners and this fire results in the creation of shadows of puppets being carried by some people between them and the fire. The prisoners believe these shadows are real and constantly watch out for them. One prisoner manages to escape, after realizing the shadows are fake and goes out into the world. The outside world is much better and on seeing this, the prisoner returns to free his friends but he becomes blind because his eyes are not used to sunlight. The other prisoners refuse to escape as they believe they will also be harmed. Their actions are rational since they seek to do what they believe is in their best interest, but their belief is not. 
2. Socrates is remembered for his remark, All I know is nothing. Why did he say that? Reasons he might be right or wrong? Do you agree with him? 
Socrates was once proclaimed the wisest man of his time by the Oracle of Delphi. He refuted this and set out to prove his ignorance, and that of other people by questioning the wise men of Athens, through what is known as the Socratic method today. The Socratic method draws out presumptions and encourages critical thinking through incisive questioning. Through this endless questioning, Socrates found that most people didn’t really know anything about anything. He also admitted that he himself did not really know anything. However, he considered himself wiser than the other wise men, simply because he acknowledged his ignorance and was open to questioning things. Commonly referred to as the Socratic paradox, the phrase “All I know is that I know nothing" is thought to have been part of Plato’s Apology. This statement encompasses Socrates belief that he was wise simply because he admits his ignorance. I think Socrates was right. Most attempts at creating meaning out of things are simply man trying to feel more under control of his fate, rather than accepting everything is meaningless.
3. For my 3rd question, I chose to answer on Marcus Aurelius
Marcus Aurelius was a Stoic philosopher who was born in 121AD and served as Rome’s emperor between 161AD and 180AD. I like his teachings on Stoicism in his book Meditations. Stoicism teaches that virtue is the highest good, vice is evil and that everything else literally does not matter. According to Marcus, our actions are appropriate when we reject things contrary to nature and embrace those in line with nature. 
IDENTIFICATION 
1. Plato- Considered by many as Western political philosophy’s father, Plato is best known for the Republic, his most famous work. His work is important since it challenged older schools of thought and suggested new ways of thinking, mainly on the concept of justice. 
2. Marcus Aurelius- Marcus Aurelius was a Stoic philosopher who was born in 121AD and served as Rome’s emperor between 161AD and 180AD. His work was important as it contributed greatly to Stoicism. 
3. Stoicism- Stoicism teaches that virtue is the highest good, vice is evil and that everything else literally does not matter. 
4. Ethics and values- Ethics refers to the accepted beliefs and standards for morality that govern the behaviour of individuals in a society while values are personal fundamental beliefs that guide an individual’s actions. Both are important since they regulate the behaviour of people, allowing them to co-exist. 
5. Divine providence- this term refers to the idea that all in the universe is under the control and guidance of God (Divine Providence (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy), 2017). 
6. Nel Nodding's cats and birds- this was a case presented by feminist author and philosopher, Nel Noddings who wondered if in a situation where one cares for both cats and birds and tried to protect birds from cats but failed to declaw the cats or own the birds meant she cared more for cats. This case is important as it highlights conflict as a risk of caring (Noddings, 2013). 
7. Phronesis- this refers to practical wisdom. Its importance is that it shows the need for thoughtful action and application of intellect in all matters. 
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