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Alexander the Great
Question 3: Discuss the rise of Alexander the Great, his empire to the apex and the aftermath following this death
To begin with, Alexander the Great was born in Pella in 256 BCE. Notably, the individual above ruled an empire that covered Greece in the west and India as well as South of Egypt (Bosworth, 1993). It is important to note that the Macedonian Empire Alexander forged was considered the largest in antiquity. Research indicates that Alexander developed his empire in a decade. In addition, he fought epic battles against enemies; however, was outnumbered in Persia as well as India. Similarly, he experienced unrelenting guerrilla warfare in Afghanistan. Some scholars argue that Alexander was a charismatic king who was worshipped as a god by some subjects (Tarn, 2003). It is clear that Alexander played a critical role in bringing substantial civilization to the East as well as opened up East to West as never before. Notably, this made Greeks recognizes as well as understand that they belonged to a large globe as compared to just the Mediterranean.   
According to Bosworth (1993), Alexander’s father played a critical part in his success. Phillip II took part in changing Macedonia from a disunited as well as backward kingdom into a stable military not forgetting economic powerhouse as well as conquered Greece. In fact, Alexander is considered the master builder of the Macedonian empire while his father was the architect. It is noteworthy that the reigns of Alexander and his father was remarkable during their period as well as two millennia later (Walbank, 2019). For instance, Alexander took part in dealing with a considerable as well as multi-cultural subject population that played a critical part in shedding light on modern activities in culturally similar areas of the world.  
Studies indicate that Alexander the Great’s reign played a critical role in changing the face of Asia as well as Europe. It is important to understand that Alexander received the best education that prepared him for his reign. In his twenties, he was considered a decisive as well as charismatic leader when he harnessed the Macedonian forces that Phillip II changes had made into the premier military power in the place. Notably, in 334 BCE, Alexander played a key part in leading a grand army across the Hellespont in Asia. 
It is important to understand that the individual above was a considerable student of Aristotle from 343 to 340 BCE. Additionally, he acted as regent while Philip II was away at war. In 337 BCE, Alexander’s position was threatened through Philip II’s marriage and his newborn son. Furthermore, after the assassination of his father in 336 BCE, Alexander the great became ruler of Macedon (Tarn, 2003). It is noteworthy that Phillip’s death contributed to open revolts in Greece and Alexander started a campaign to do away with potential rivals to the throne. In 335 BCE, Alexander consolidated his power as well as started significant preparations to fulfill his father’s dream of invading the Persian Empire. In the same period, Alexander the great came up with the invasion and in early 334 BCE he crossed the Hellespont. In 334 BCE, the aforementioned individual laid siege to Halicarnassus city. On the same note, Alexander the Great laid siege to Trye city in 332 BCE.
Through the leadership of Alexander the Great, Persians defeated as the Battle of Gaugamela in 331 BCE. On the same note, Babylon as well as Susa fall in 330 BCE. In the same year, Alexander played a role in defeating the last Persian army. On the same note, Alexander the Great is recognized for conquering areas along the Indus river valley in 327 as well as 326 BCE (Walbank, 2019). When his soldier refused to go further, Alexander developed an empire that stretched from Greece in the west to India in the east. After all the discussed achievements, Alexander the Great died of fever in 323 BCE in Babylon. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After his death, there was no clear heir to Alexander’s empire. Therefore, the king’s generals were responsible to maintain the empire united. Nevertheless, the generals experienced significant disagreements, which contributed to many years of fighting as well as civil wars. Afterwards, the generals resolved to come up with independent territorial states as well as alliances to end the war among them. In 301 BCE, the issue at hand was decided after the Ipsus Battle. Therefore, Alexander the Great’s empire was divided where Cassander became the king of Macedonia and Lysimachus was in control of Thrace. Additionally, Ptolemy played a critical role in finding Ptolemaic Dynasty in Egypt while Seleucus founded the Seleucid Dynasty in Mesopotamia (Stoneman, 2004). Lastly, Antigonus took part in finding the Antigonid Dynasty in Asia Minor. After the death of Alexander the Great, the successor nations assisted to spread Hellenistic culture as well as introduced new concepts on philosophy as well as politics. In addition, the successors played a critical part in linking large areas with a common Greek as well as expanded trade across lands of the former empire. 
Overall, Alexander the great played an important role in leading his army on various campaigns that conquered the world from Macedon. In fact, it is clear that various interesting aspects as well as questions concerning his contacts with religion cover the historical figure of this king. After a successful reign, Alexander’s death led to the division of the empire that took him decades to build. However, his dream to merge components of Persian and Greek culture came to pass after many years.
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