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Alexander the Great
Alexander the Great was the King of Greek who succeeded his father at the age of 20. He was a member of the Argead dynasty. Alexander was born in 356 BC in Pella. He was considered as a Military genius and his diplomatic skills made him great in tackling issues in the region he conquered (Ionescu, 2015). He initiated an era called Hellenistic World by conquering the regions of Asia, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and India. He learned how to fight and ride through a relative of his mother known as Olympias in his youthful years. 
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Fig 1: Bust of a young Alexander the great from the Hellenistic era, British Museum
[bookmark: _GoBack]He was also forced to endure hardship such as forced mandatory matches. This was a strategy used by his father Philip in trying to mold a future tough king (Mahaffy, 2018). His father also ensured that he learned how to write, read and to play lyre through hiring Lysimachus who was from Acarnania. His father also hired a private tutor for him at the age of 14 who introduced him to the Greek philosopher called Aristotle (Holt, 2016). This would ensure that he studied with him for the next 3 years. Alexander succeeded his father inheriting a strong kingdom and army. During his reign, he led the Greek to concur Persia by using his father’s authority called the Pan-Hellenic project. Through this, he was awarded and retained generalship of Greece. His series of campaign that continued for a period of 10 years occurred in 334 BC when he invaded the Persian Empire (Gabriel, 2015). He destroyed the power of this kingdom through winning battles majorly of the Issus and Gaugamela. This enabled him to overthrow the ruling Persian king Darius iii and retained the Persian Empire in its entirety. This also enabled him to expand his territory from Adriatic up to the Indus River. 
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0d/Issus_-_Alexander.jpg/290px-Issus_-_Alexander.jpg]
Fig 2: Detail of Alexander Mosaic, showing Battle of Issus, from the House of the Faun, Pompeli
His victory over the Pauravas occurred when he quenched his desire to reach the end of the world. In 323BC, he died at the age of 32 years in Babylon city which he had planned to establish as his capital. Following his death, his empire was destroyed by a series of civil wars creating the subsequent establishment of several stages under the control of Diadochi who was his heirs and the only surviving general from the war (Gabriel, 2015). Alexander is known or his cultural diffusion as well as syncretism. Alexandra in Egypt is one of his 20 cities that he established and which they all bore his name. A new Hellenistic civilization resulted due to Alexander settlements of Greek colonist and the widespread of Greek culture to the East. This aspect of Hellenistic civilization was still evident up to 1920s to through the presence of Greek speakers in Central and Eastern Anatolia. Alexander the great is featured prominently in both Greek and non-Greek cultures’ history and mythic tradition. This made him a legendary classical hero. He is considered a gauge against which most military leaders emulate themselves to. Alexander is known as one of the most powerful leader and king in History and most military academics nowadays still remembers him by teaching his fighting tactics (Doufikar-Aerts, 2016). His unparalleled victory in the military as a commander earned him the title since he never lost any battles despite being overwhelmed by numbers in most circumstances. He attained this by using Calvary tactics, terrain method, phalanx, bold and fears military gang. In conclusion, Alexander was a great king, military commander and fighter and his earned him his greatness up to date.
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