ALL term identifications from the list below will be selected for the exam.  Your response must include two parts.  First, provide a definition or explanation of the term.  Second, provide an explanation of the term’s significance as it pertains to American national security.  This can be in the form of a logical inference or a case study.
 
1. NSC - National Security Council is the principal forum for the president used to consider national security and matters of foreign policy. The president engages in this process with his/ her cabinet officials and senior advisors. The council assists the president to coordinate matters of national security in different government agencies. NSC plays an essential role in the country's security because it coordinates domestic and foreign policies on national security. 
2. Mutually Assured Destruction - is a notion founded under the development nuclear weapons and the advent of an attack? This doctrine states that, in case of a nuclear attack, the attacker would be met with severe counterattacks, which would lead to the complete annihilation of the attacker and the defender. This dosctine is important in the context of American national security because it portrays the consequences of engaging in a nuclear war. It provides a boundary on the use of nuclear weapons during a war. 
3. Soft Power - is the ability to obtain outcomes by the use of appeal and attraction as opposed to the use of coercion and, or payment. The United States uses soft power to maintain its superpower position by spreading its culture and ideologies. The U.S. uses Americanization and Macdonaldism to influence other nations. 
4. Grand Strategy - it is a long-term strategy used by nations to collect policies and plans on how to harness economic, political, military, and diplomatic resources that are used to advance the interests of a country. This term is important to American national security because it shows the longterm plans that the country has developed to advance its military power and policies on the achievement and maintenance of national security. 
5. Prisoner’s Dilemma - it is a paradox in decision making whereby two parties acting in their interests do not arrive at an optimum outcome. Both parties protect themselves at the expense of each other. This term is important for American national security because it shows how the country operates by promoting its interests at the expense of other countries. For example, in developing countries, the U.S. develops international businesses, which overuse local resources for their profits. 
6. Anarchy - it is a state whereby a society is not governed and lacks any form of authority. In the context of national security, this term implies that the country cannot operate without a government. Lack of authority would lead to a state of anarchy and lack of peace. 
7. Ontology - it is a branch of philosophy that focuses on understanding the concepts of existence, reality, being, and becoming. It is a science that seeks on classification of entities into different categories, which can help understand how they fit together in the broader world. This term is significant in American national security because it addresses how the country relates with others and its roles in the international community. 
8. Positive-sum Game - it refers to decision and policy outcomes involving one agent. In this situation, the total gains are positive. This term is important in American national security because the country focuses on using effective approaches to make decisions where the outcomes are satisfactory. 
9. Relative Gains - it is the power that a country has in relation to another. With respect to balances of power, the United States has more relative gains compared to other countries. 
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]NPT of 1968 - it is an agreement signed in 1968 by major nuclear and non nuclear nations to curb the spread of nuclear technology. This treaty is important for the country's national security because it ensures that countries do not misuse nuclear technology to manufacture highly destructive weapons. 
11. Vertical Proliferation - it is the spread of nuclear weapons, technologies, fissile materials, and information to countries not recognized as nuclear weapon states by the NPT treaty. Vertical proliferation is important because it allows the country determine the threat of development of nuclear weapons and probability of attacks. 
12. DNI - Director of National Intelligence is a high-ranking position in the United States government serving as the head of the country's intelligence community. This position is important because it ensures that the intelligence community provides real time information about the country's security. Also, it ensures that the probability of cyber attacks is alleviated. 
 
Answer ALL essay prompt from the list below will be selected for the exam.  While there is no firm requirement, your response should be approximately 8-12 sentences in length.
 
1. How has the War Powers Resolution of 1973 shaped presidential decision making on the employment of US military forces?
 The War Powers Resolution of 1973 shaped presidential decision making by limiting the powers of the president. Before the resolution was passed, the president had the authority of deploying military forces to other countries. However, this resolution ensures that the president notifies the congress before committing the military into action. This resolution requires the president to notify the congress 48 hours before committing the military into action and forbids the military from remaining in the war for more than 60 days with a 30-day withdrawal period. Having this resolution ensures that the president does not engage in hasty decisions to commit the military. He/ she has to consult with the congress, who have to determine whether there is a viable reason z enough resources, and good timing for the deployment. The resolution was made by the congress following fears that the president was conducting attacks without notifying the congress. It limited president's power by involving the congress in the decision. 
2. How is “power” best described in today’s world? What instruments of power exist?
Today, there are different ways that are used to describe power. One of the ways that is used to describe power is by the ability to command, show authority, have jurisdictions, and dominion over others. Power can be described by the economic power of a country. In this context, a country has a powerful economy, which can dictate international trade. Another way power is described is through military power. For example, there are different researches that are done comparing countries' military power. In the advent of a war, this type of power determines the probability of a country to succeed in a war. From a political point of view, power can be defined as the ability of a country to exert its ideologies in other countries. For example, many countries today emulate the United States in terms of political approaches. Also, the country influences others through culture. Instruments of power can include economy, military, information, and diplomacy.  
3. What role do nuclear weapons play in providing long-term stability and security to the international environment?
In the 20th century, nuclear weapons played a major role in the achievement of international security. Although there has been rapid developments of technology and advancements in science, since World War II, there has not been a large scale conflict involving the international community. The use of nuclear weapons in Japan proved to be costly. Following this, nuclear weapons today are used any potential adversaries from engaging in an attack. As the supreme instruments of war in the military, they are used as a symbol of destruction. To avoid similar effects in the future, these weapons prompt countries to develop policies, which promote long-term stability. Failure to use the weapons guarantees an atmosphere without nuclear radiations. Prevention nuclear radiations from the atmosphere ensures that the ecosystem is protected. 
