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Feminist Critique of the Lady with the Pet Dog and the Overcoat
The Lady with the Pet Dog is a short story authored by Anton Chekhov (Chekhov 1). The short story describes the controversial marriage relationship between Dmitri, a banker in Moscow and his young wife. The Overcoat is also a short story by Nikolai Gogol, who presents the story of Russian society. Both short stories portray women as stereotypes. 
In The Lady with the Pet Dog, the author portrays women as being undermined and unintellectual. Notably, Chekhov presents women as undervalued and unintellectual human beings in the society. For example, Dmitri, one of the book's characters, refers to women as the lower race. Dmitri is married to a young and dignified woman, but he always considered her inelegant and unintelligent. These stereotypes portray women in negative ways. As a result of such stereotypes, men have become unfaithful to their women. For example, Dmitri is unfaithful to her wife, and he even develops an affair with Anna Sergeyevna, a lady married to Von Diderits. Dmitri's unfaithfulness to her wife is reaffirmed by Chekhov when he states that, "He had begun being unfaithful to her long ago – had been unfaithful to her often" (Chekhov 8). I think women are also portrayed as unintelligent because Anna Sergeyevna falls in love with Dmitri despite her being in a marriage relationship with Von Diderits. 
In addition, Nikolai Gogol, through his short story, The Overcoat, presents the story of a community that does not recognize and value women. This is first portrayed by the author's selection of the story's character. Notably, the majority of the characters who feature most in the story are menand where women characters feature in the story, they play minor roles. The implication of this is that women are not valued similarly to men. For example, Petrovitch's wife is a housewife. This means that women are responsible for minor roles in society. However, despite society not significantly valuing women, they still play essential roles in society. For example, the Landlady plays a significant role in the story. Notably, when thieves steal Akaky's overcoat, the Landlady advises Akaky on what to do. Specifically, the Landlady advises Akaky to report the loss of his overcoat to the district police chief, and this is reaffirmed by Gogol when he notes that, "The very best thing to do, therefore, would be to go to the district chief" (Schillinger 36). Also, after the death of Akaky, the Landlady is responsible for procuring his coffin.
In conclusion, women have been portrayed as human beings with less value and who should not occupy significant positions in society, as exemplified by Anton Chekhov and Nikolai Gogol in their short stories. For example, Chekhov portrays women as unintellectual, while Gogol presents a community that gives women minor roles. 
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