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Ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian Religions
	Egypt and Mesopotamia are among the earliest civilizations. Religion was an important part of life in this early civilizations. Religion determined the daily practices of the people in these two civilizations and the way the people carried out these practices. The religions of these two civilizations and their impact on the people share some similarities but also exhibit some major differences. 
	The most notable similarity of the two civilizations in with regards to religion is the importance of religion to the societal practices of the two civilizations. For both the Egyptians and the Mesopotamians, religion and religious leaders played a key role in ordering their societies and determining their life practices (Verbrugghe and Wickersham 44). Also, in both societies, religion was initially inspired to by inability to explain extreme natural occurrences. Additionally, both religions were polytheistic. Both Egyptians and Mesopotamians believed in the existence of many deities; each deity had a different function. For instance, the communities had various deities for weather patterns and for fertility. This belief explains the people consideration of religion in all their practices; religiosity was a way of gaining the favor of the various deities hence increasing their chances of succeeding in their plans. Practices like the building of pyramids or ziggurats were all initially religious. Further, both the Egyptians and the Mesopotamians believed that their deities played a key role in maintaining order in the societies. Religious belief was central to the political and social systems of these groups. 
	Despite these striking similarities, the Egyptians and the Mesopotamians differed significantly with regards to religion and its impact on the daily activities of the people. First, the Egyptian has numerous and abstract deities while the Mesopotamians had fewer but standard deities. While the existence and strength of a deity determined on the one’s locality in ancient Egypt, the roles and strengths of a deity remained constant. Thus, while the religious practices of ancient Egyptians changed from place to place, those of the ancient Mesopotamians remained constant (Verbrugghe and Wickersham 54). Additionally, while the gods in Egyptian religion varied with generations and were clearly the creations of men represented by models and idols, the gods in Mesopotamia were absolute rulers who were truly mythical. While the vast majority of this early Mesopotamian mythology was borrowed from Egypt, the Mesopotamians passed their mythical beliefs down to their descendants. In comparison, thus, Mesopotamian religious practices were more absolute and constant that the Egyptian practices. 
	Moreover, unlike the Mesopotamians, the Egyptians had a strong belief in the afterlife. The Egyptians considered death as a conversion from a mortal human form a mortal human form to an immortal ghost from. This belief caused the Egyptians to build elaborate tombs, the pyramids, to protect the ghost form. The Egyptians’ belief in life after death and the existence of a book of the dead which specifically cast out spells that determined one’s fate after death were strong determiners of societal order (Verbrugghe and Wickersham 76). The belief in judgment forced ancient Egyptians to lead lives that were right with their gods lest they faced severe judgement in their afterlife. On the other hand, religion fostered Mesopotamian societal order by warning the people about the power of the various deities and their liberty to punish the people who wronged instantly. 
	Among the punishments that the deity could send to a person or a group of people that the wronged them was disease. The deities also possessed the ability to punish the people by way fo natural calamities such as adverse weather events. Considering these unique power of the Mesopotamian deities, it emerges that a negative and ill relationship existed between the deities and the people. The deities showed mistrust and a high suspicion for humanity. In fact, the majority of the deities saw humans as a weak, sinful, blasphemous, and overly ambitious group and hence sent various calamities to remind them of their human nature. This aspect explains the nature of prayer in ancient Mesopotamia; religious practices emphasized receiving favors of peace and good weather outcomes from the gods. The Mesopotamian people were wary of the anger of their gods and hence had to prepare for punishment (Verbrugghe and Wickersham 71). However, on the Egyptians side, their religion was positive and had an emphasis on a positive afterlife. The prosperity and harmony of Egypt meant that the Egyptians created the gods for self-appeasement and thanksgiving practices. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The importance of religion to the strength of early civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia is unquestionable. However, the role played by religion in these civilizations varied little. While both religions shared life practices based on polytheism and on the respect of the order created by the gods, they differed in their belief in the afterlife, the number of their deities, and the nature of human-god relationships. 
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