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Apologies to Indigenous People 	
The term “Apologies to Indigenous” refers to the statements by the USA, Canada and Australian governments expressing their regrets to the indigenous population in these countries. Indigenous people or aboriginal in Australia are those who occupied these countries before British invasion and have maintained their distinct cultural and social practices. During the invasion and occupation, the British government meted violence against them as they took over their lands and other resources. Subsequent governments after independence also continued with discrimination and violence putting them at disadvantaged position. For instance, access to healthcare, education and other social services is rare among the indigenous people making them to lag behind.
The Australian government tendered their apologies in February 2008, followed by Canadian in June the same year and finally the United States in December 2009 (Tager, 2014). These moves by the three governments were sign of reconciliation ad admission that the previous authorities had mistreated the indigenous people. Additionally, it shows the commitment by current regimes to work together with these communities to promote peaceful coexistence. One of the factors that hinder progress and integration is historical injustices that remain unresolved over long period of time.  However, different scholars have expressed their opinions on the effectiveness of these apologies in reconciling the indigenous communities. It is notable that the aboriginals are small hence do not play a significant role in politics and other national decisions hence the apologies were somewhat a surprising move.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, the move by the three governments is perhaps due to the increasing trend where the authorities admit their past wrongdoings. Prior to the Australian move, the Germans had also tendered their apology to the people of Herero in Namibia following the 1904-1907 genocide (Basso, 2016).  The rising cases of government apologies resulted in scholars coming up with substantial literature to assess their impacts. For example, some academicians like Torpey put the moves in the context of “reparation politics” that has the trials and execution of the perpetrators, formation of truth commissions and compensation of the victims (Torpey, 2006). The three stages are then followed by reshaping the shared memory.  On the other hand, others view it as one of the multi-dimensional approaches to reconciliation (Verdeja, 2009).  Particularly, Verdeja argues that political leaders and the elites must accompany their speeches with actions since the former cannot effectively repair the violent past. Using only words as reconciliation method benefits the perpetrators more than the victims of their actions. Consequently, the victims stand to lose in the whole process that might hinder reconciliation. For instance, the relationship between the Germans and Namibians Herero is still fragile despite the former tendering their apologies since the latter wants compensation for their land.
Additionally, it is important to distinguish between collective and personal apologies.  Political apologies falls in the former categories hence must reflect the shared aspirations by the government and its supporters in admitting the wrongs committed in the past. Importantly, it must put the happenings on record as the first step in reconciliation process. In essence, admitting the wrongs is as good as the remorseful expression as people often wants acknowledgment of the injustice committed on their ancestors.  One element of the political apology is to highlight that historical incident that is often downplayed in the national narratives. In most cases, the governments often deny the occurrence of such incidents or give a justification for their action. Accepting the mistakes creates room for a dialogue in future even if the victims fail to accord full forgiveness at that moment. In other words, apologies recognize the existence of challenge in the nation’s collective memory and the need to rectify the past mistakes to enhance cooperation and harmony in the society. 
However, there are still several challenges in coming up with the most effective method of expressing regrets. Thompson, for example, argue that an effective political apology must reach as many people as possible since it is a process of breaking away from the past practice and inventing the new paths for future prosperity (Tager, 2014). It is breaks away from the past full of injustices and promises a prosperous future where every member of the country respects and upholds one another’s rights without considering them inferior. Thompson, thus, argues that political apology needs adequate preparation and ceremony to make it memorable. The actual words in the speeches delivered during the speeches are just small part of the whole process (Tager, 2014). 
The whole process of “Apologies to Indigenous People” has played a critical role I shaping my thinking with regards to past injustices. Particularly, I have learned the importance of accepting our past mistakes, or by our ancestors, in building a progressive and cohesive community. Members of victim communities often have underlying issues that held them back from participating in tasks that build themselves and the country in general. Additionally, the victims of past injustices often links any activity that goes against their cultural practices whether justifiable or not to their past experiences. They are justified to create such links since failure to admit our past wrongs, whether individual or institution level means we are comfortable with what happened.
As a teacher I am likely to have a class with students from different socio-economic and cultural background as mine. Therefore, it is necessary for me to understand them and avoid using examples that are likely to raise emotions of the victims. Additionally, the research on this topic has also equipped with conflict resolution methods, especially on long-standing conflicts. Resolving conflicts is part and parcel of teaching profession as my career success depends on my ability to create harmony among students.
In conclusion, the topic “Apologies to Indigenous People” has not only enabled me to understand the history of our country but also equipped me with knowledge on conflict resolution methods. The small population of this demographic segment makes them go unnoticed resulting in continuous marginalization, especially in education and health sector. Additionally, the topic has provided me with detailed process on resolving differences resulting from historical injustices.   
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