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Armenian migration to Southern California in the United States
Introduction
Immigration by communities is mostly caused by wars and political issues, personal rights, and freedom, such as religious persecution escape (Der-Manirosian, 2017). The Armenian community immigration was not an exception as the community immigrated to the United States in the 1890s and settled there because of war and violence in the Middle East. According to Fittante, D. (2017), Los Angeles contains the most significant number of the Armenian community, where the reason for the accelerated immigration is not yet apparent. The paper will shed light on this community by providing its historic migration to the United States. Where they settled first, how they assimilated, the difference between the generations and their challenges, and how the planning of urban areas and designing can help the ethnic group will be discussed.
 United States immigration by the Armenian community
Where Armenian settled first.
 The Armenian immigration in the United States is from the colonial period of Americans. Martin, the Armenian, was the first Armenian to be spotted in United Stated in 1618 as it has been mentioned in the country records where he first settled in James Town, Virginia. Later, Martin returned with tobacco; he had grown in Virginia to his country England (Fittante, 2017). He then returned to Virginia with several Armenians, they first settled there, and their contributions have been recorded from the mid-seventeenth century. Armenians started silk -weaving production, and they were renowned by the 17th century. In the 19th century, the Armenian immigration to North America grew more substantial as clergymen and students purposely migrated to the United States for education. Besides, businesspeople moved to the industrialized centres in the United States.
How was the community assimilated in Virginia?
A large number of Armenians migrated to the United States hugely toward the end of the 19th century; in fact, five thousand Armenians had immigrated to the United States by the late 19th century. Their situation vulnerability under Ottoman control made their immigration numbers to increase substantially in the 20th century (Fittante, 2017). Between 1920 and 1924, the immigration number increased more were more than 20,000 Armenians arrived. However, in 1965, the number decreased as the Armenians who did not access the Nansen passport relocated from the United States. Besides, the American National Committee for Homeless (ANCHA) helped four thousand and five hundred soviet Armenians who stacked in German country following World War II (Light, 2017) .The increases immigration policies reduced the incremental increase. The community concentrated mostly around factories, especially in the Northeast, which has large concentrations of industries (Light, 2017). They were also found in other places such as silk in Rhode Island and New Jersey, railway roads, cement and steel manufacturing in Southern California, and so on. However, the Armenians from the Ottoman territory had skills agriculture. Therefore, they formed communities from the start of the 20th century (Fittante, 2017).
Immigration across Los Angeles city
To begin with, Los Angeles had the most considerable number of the Armenian community. The growth is an associate of political commotion in the Middle East and Russia in the mid-twentieth century. Hollywood, Los Angeles was where the Armenians resided before Glendale, but they later relocated to Glendale. Glendale became the epicentre in the Armenian community institutionally and politically. It had many right working conditions compared to the inadequacies (Light, 2017). They worked in capacities where the first artisans settled the carpet shops in Los Angeles. The Russian Armenian came to Los Angeles in the twentieth century as the economic hardships, and increased conflict accelerated their emigration from the Caucasus to the New World and later to Los Angeles (Fittante, 2018).   Several Armenians established ethnically in the large community of Boyle Heights (Fittante, 2017).  Since this neighbourhood had streetcars, which made the accessibility of Los Angeles downtown, it attracted large new settlers. The Russian Armenians, in turn, made the Boyle Height's population increase tremendously. The Armenians brought to Los Angeles knowledge and skills, which eased their transition to the tremendous expansion of American metropolis.
Assimilation in Los Angeles
However, before the mid-twentieth century, due to the lack of institutional and organizational infrastructure, there was inhibition of diverse populations from the Armenian community, which prevented the community from being cohered as an ethnic group (Light, 2017). The political war from Ottoman Empire not only caused the relocation of the city to Los Angeles but also made the community divided culturally; hence, they did not have a specific culture, but they were assimilated in Los Angeles (Fittante, 2017). The shared interview by Richard Hovannisian is a piece of clear evidence "the community contained two parts which include the old one, Ottoman community and the new community which bought farms in Fresno. However, due to the great depression, they could make their payments (Fittante, 2018).   Many of the moved to Los Angeles and become small shop businesspeople such as grocery stores, photoengraving, among others. They were a huge community with distinct cultures as they did Caucasian dances, which were lately being accustomed to. In the 1950s, the group was rooted strong enough such that it organized meetings outside the church." (Fittante, 2017).
 Later, the organizational infrastructure was provided with several early figures from the foresight, which led to the beginning of collecting and organizing this dispersed and diverse community (Light, 2017). The data include people such as Mateos Ferrahian, Alex Pilibos, Kirk Kerkorian, and Arshag Dickranian. Armenian churches, schools, and businesses were established, which acted as a platform for the establishment of the Armenian Angeleno community.  

Differences between the Armenian generations
 Some changes have been captured between the Soviet Armenia generation and the later generation, which include culture, social, and political changes. First, Soviet Armenia did not watch TV until the TV hours arrived; this was due to the inferior technology used in the programs. In the later generation, which is the modern generation, there is an advanced technology that is used on TV where they made choices in applications (Light, 2017). The educational system in a soviet generation is different from the later age as they produced better students in physics and mathematics. The educational system in Armenia changed, as many people could not afford higher education as it was costly, and not everyone could have afforded it (Light, 2017).
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The modern generation Armenian educational system was weak because of less developed governmental institutions and newly formed independent statehood (Fittante, 2018). However, there is a change in this situation every year. One of the achievements in the later generation is excellent knowledge in the Armenian language, unlike the Soviet age, where they only use Russian in speech (Fittante, 2018).  After the Armenian become one of the Los Angeles’ ethnic group, a flag which was a tricolored one and symbolized the Armenian spirit and harmony.
Challenges that affected the Armenian community
	Insecurity and local violence in Glendale was one of the significant problems, which affected the Armenians. Glendale had few Armenians relatively through 1960 compared to Hollywood (Fittante, 2018).   The local people were notorious discriminative and prohibitive. It prohibited the minority group after the sunset. Police escorted non-’white’ people in sundown town where their presence invoked violence from the local community. The Armenians continued to face discrimination (Papazyan, 2016). As one of the residents said, “People of Hispanic and Arabic and also Armenian were condoned, but if only they reside in the bordering areas of Los Angeles, and not in the upper hills. Armenians concentrated primarily at Glendale due to these reasons, which seemed peculiar.
 Before the mid-twentieth century, due to the lack of institutional and organizational infrastructure, there was inhibition of diverse populations from the Armenian community, which prevented the community from being cohered as an ethnic group (Der-Manirosian, 2017). The political war from the Ottoman Empire not only caused the relocation of the city to Los Angeles but also made the community divided culturally; hence, they did not have a specific culture (Fittante, 2018).  
How urban planning and urban design can help their community
	Urban planning and urban design can improve the Armenian community, whereby the Los Angeles metropolitan is concentrated highly with the Armenian institution. According to Fittante, D. (2018).  The institutions include businesses, restaurants, newspapers, churches, television programs, and nursing homes. Livelihood standards of people would improve because of these institutions. As Los Angeles Armenians were professionals, skilled labour, agricultural labourer, self- employment is the best option for them to improve the economy (Papazyan, 2016). With the favourable policies and incentive provision, businesses have been created. Also, the Armenian culture. Can aid in improving the Armenian community as most of them have cultural skills such as tailoring silk weaving dentist, herbalist, shop lieutenants, and mechanics (Chahinian, 2016).
 Besides, the establishment of the Armenian Apostolic Church, which was established after the Second World War aids in the improvement of Christian faith. The advancement of the education system as the subgroups of Armenian have different education levels. Almost a quarter of Lebanese Armenians had a limited elementary school education. Armenian schools in Los Angeles, with most of them being secondary schools, have been established. Ferrahian Armenian school in Encino, Los Angeles, in San Fernando Valley was the first Armenian day school in the United States in 1964 (Chahinian, 2016).
Conclusion
	In summary, the Armenians in Los Angeles have gained significant influence in politics and the economy. In Los Angeles, they play a vital role in ethnic mosaic. Most of them have enrolled in school and Armenian language classes where they can communicate in the Armenian language eloquently. It is evidence that Armenians story is the same as of the other immigrants, but it possesses a character of its own. The Armenians settled first in Virginia City before moving to Los Angeles, where they left a legacy in business and agriculture. They were assimilated in the United States, where they later become not only one of the ethnic groups but also a major one. Armenians in Glendale make up American history in the diasporic outpost. Thus, their contribution and history in the United States, especially Los Angeles, warrants an extensive certification.



References
Chahinian, T., & Bakalian, A. (2016). Language in Armenian American communities: Western Armenian and efforts for preservation. International Journal of the Sociology of Language, 2016(237), 37-57.
Der-Manirosian, C., Sabagh, G., & Bozorgmehr, M. (2017). 11 Subethnicity: Armenians in Los Angeles. Immigration and Entrepreneurship: Culture, Capital, and Ethnic Networks.
Fittante, D. (2017). But Why Glendale? History of Armenian immigration to Southern California. CALIF HIST, 94(3), 2-19.
Fittante, D. (2018). The Armenians of Glendale: An Ethnoburb in Los Angeles's San Fernando Valley. City & Community, 17(4), 1231-1247.
Light, I., & Bhachu, P. (2017). Introduction: California immigrants in world perspective. In Immigration and Entrepreneurship (pp. 1-24). Routledge.
Papazyan, A., Bui, N., & Der-Karabetian, A. (2016). Life satisfaction, acculturative stress, ethnic identity, and gender role attitudes among Armenian American women. American International Journal of Contemporary Research, 6(1), 10-21.
image1.jpeg




