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This is an overview of an article by the World Health Organization (WHO) on the expansion of laboratory testing for the COVID-19 Virus in the Philippines and the PR benefit to the organization (WHO). Mr. Philippe Borremans, Strategic Communications WHO Philippines, wrote the article, which was published on November 4, 2020, on the WHO website, Western Pacific Philippines. It is entitled ‘The World Health Organization supported by the European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) expand COVID-19 Laboratory Testing in the Philippines. 
The year 2020 saw a breakout of the COVID-19 pandemic all over the world, which began in December 2019 in the Wuhan Province of China. WHO whose mandate is to combat diseases both communicable (Influenza, HIV/AIDS) and non-communicable diseases (cancer and heart disease) has been at the forefront of fighting the COVID-19. WHO whose vision is Better Health for everyone everywhere, has been working relentlessly to ensure COVID-19 is tackled worldwide through ensuring effective laboratory testing to eventually inform vaccine and medication for the pandemic.  This article concerns laboratory capacities for testing the COVID-19 Virus to ensure a quick diagnosis and eventual isolation of the positive cases to curb the further spread of the contagious disease.
A key message of the article is that WHO is committed to enhancing laboratory capacities for COVID-19 testing. According to Mr. Philippe Borremans, a Strategic Communications at WHO Philippines, the establishment and accreditation of testing laboratories have been ongoing in the Philippines through multiagency collaboration. The agencies involved in this activity are WHO Philippines Office, Department of Health (DOH), Local Governments, and ECHO which provided a grant. ECHO’s funding was used for the inspection and assessment of laboratory capacities. The collaboration brought about an increment of real-time reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RRT-PCR) laboratories from 23 in May 2020 to 112 in October 2020. Further, all regions in the Philippines except Western and Eastern Visayas have 35 GeneXpert laboratories fully equipped and operational. The article notes that 4,397,365 samples were tested in the Philippines for the period between January and October 2020. The article further notes that with the laboratory facilities, testing backlogs were easily managed and the average waiting time had been reduced to (5) five days.
Another key message from the article is the importance of laboratories in the fight against COVID-19. The article quotes Dr. Rabindra Abeyasinghe, WHO Representative to the Philippines as he highlights the importance of strong laboratory testing capacities of a country. Early detection, diagnosis confirmation, contact tracing, and eventual isolation of positive cases are some of the highlighted importance of strengthened lab testing capacities. The article highlights that the above actions will prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the Philippines. Strengthening lab-testing capacities in the Philippines is a priority for DOH according to the article. 
WHO benefits from this article as it shows its commitment to the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. It is also a form of advertising for WHO highlighting its accomplishments specifically in establishing and strengthening laboratories in the Philippines. With the article, WHO absolves any blame related to misappropriation of funds and laxity in the fight against COVID-19. The articles highlight that WHO and DOH provided competency-based training and hired more assessors that are qualified. Further, the article states the commitment of WHO in establishing laboratories in other areas with less especially the southern part of the country. This sells WHO as a fair, swift, and result-oriented organization ready to fulfill its vision of Better Health for Everyone, Everywhere. While I loud the efforts of WHO to establish more laboratories to fast track testing, more immediate concerns include measures that curb the spread of the virus like provision of face masks and WASH requirements.
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