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The Relationship of Content, Subject Matter and Meaning of Artworks
The three artworks; The Persistence of Memory by Salvador Dali, The Spirit of the Dead Keep Watch by Paul Gauguin and the Collected Ghost Stories from the Workhouse by Alice Aycock revolves around the extension and the capability of the human mind. The artists used their abilities in arts to demonstrate the way that we can use the mind to generate the things that we want. Dali’s The Persistence of Memory shows an art that is expressed in form of a dream. The artist’s content is to show the way that the mind plays a role to interpret the importance of sexuality and reality. Gauguin’s art demonstrates the state of romanticism and the role that the mind plays in the things that we do. Like The Spirit of the Dead Keep Watching shows a woman in a state of romance and a shadow behind her. This shows how the mind works to control the activities. Aycock uses her talent and knowledge to draw something that can be used to trap ghost through her mind potential. Each of the artists uses the arts to demonstrate their thoughts and experiences in their lives.
The three artworks change the perception of artists on the issues of artwork. The arts can demonstrate different things beyond the normal things about the environment and people. It is an extension of different cultures, imagination, and thoughts. The three artworks give the artists an opportunity to reflect on their own power and thoughts to generate and showcase their work in different ways. However, each artist had different intent to show their artworks. Dali’s experience had been cultivated in the minds and human behavior. Gauguin’s intent has been called with the passion to explore the primitive art that made him move away from the urban civilization. And from the experience and knowledge from a mechanic father, Alice Aycock needed to play with science different from the history playing of the time.
Looking at the paintings each establishes its own way of the exhibition. When I look at Dali’s painting it is difficult to grasp what the artist is putting forward. However, with a close look, the artist tries to show the times that he feels hanging and that he did not catch up with and it is melting away that makes him sad. Unlike the memory of time, Gauguin tends to show romance which is a pleasure to everyone. Consequently, the shadow that is showed behind the naked lady shows the presence of ghost which is a mind creation to me. It is a creation and believes that in everything that we do in the dead watches. Looking at Alice’s work it is even more wonderful to me because of the science behind her art. Alice develops the machine that she believes can be used to catch and manufacture ghosts, a work that she borrows from the electricity experiments.  
     
