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Asherah as cultic image
The Asherah pole was a sacred pillar that was used by the Canaanites to honor the goddess Asherah who is also known as Astarte.  The bible shows different verses where Asherah word is discussed. It was first mentioned in Exodus 34:13, at this time God had invited Moses to the mountain where he gave him the Ten Commandments tablets, he told Moses not to make any covenants with the inhabitants of Canaan but he should instead destroy the Asherah poles. The inhabitants of Canan used to worship the Asherah pole, this shows that the Asherah was also a cult object that people used to worship
In Deuteronomy 7:5 “this is what you will do to them: break their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down their Asherah poles.” God is promising the children of Israel the Promised Land Canaan, the country is occupied by Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. These tribes used to worship Asherah poles and God was not happy about it. The Lord gave the instructions to the Israelites that they must not form any kind of covenants with the residence of this nation but instead destroy them and burn them. In Deuteronomy 16:21, the verse commands the Israelites not to set up any kind of Asherah poles. Asherah is viewed as a sacred pillar by the inhabitants.
Some of the Israelites did not obey the will of God, they were told to destroy them but they didn’t adhere to the rules. They stayed among the Canaanites, Amorites, and Hittites, Jebusites. They intermarried which was against the will of God. They also forgot the lord of their God and started worshiping the Asherah and bar. Asherah was the religion of the inhabitants of Canaan. (Judges 3:7). 
God became so angry with Israelites and He subjected them to oppressiveness for seven years. They suffered a lot and they asked help from the lord. God sent a prophet Gideon to save them. He was instructed him to take his father bull which is seven years old, destroy his father's altar and chop all the Asherah poles. This shows that Asherah is viewed by the inhabitants as a sacred pillar. This show that actually Asherah was a cultic image the people used to worship. 
In 2kings 21:7 king Manasseh had started reigning an age of twelve, he did a lot of evil, he built up high structures which Hezekiah had destroyed, he made an Asherah pole.  T this shows that Asherah used to a cultic image that people used to worship. In 1 Kings 15:13 king Asa was against the worship of Asherah, he removed his mother from being a queen because she had made an image of Asherah, he went ahead to tear it down and burnt it. This actually shows that the Asherah was a cultic object in which people used to worship. In 2 Kings 23:4 when the king commanded the priest to remove all vessels that war made of a Ball and Asherah, where they burned them into ashes 
In Chronicles 14:2 king Asa had done what was good in the eyes of the lord, he had removed away all the Asherah poles and burned them down. In 2 Chronicles 31:1 showed how the Israelites broke the images in pieces and cut down the Asherah poles, this shows that Asherah was a cult image that people used to worship. In 2 Chronicles 34:1 Josiah was young he started to reign at the age of 8 years, he seeks the help of God and purged Jerusalem and Judah which worshiped Asherah groves. He went to the alters and removed all the groves cut them down and burnt them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the Bible verses show that the Asherah, is most objects, images, trees, that people used to worship. These objects were placed on altars. It was mostly associated with the pagan religion.
